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The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  "Diary,  1908. 
40th  Year  of  Publication. 

The  preparation  of  this  work  is  progressing,  in  order  that 
the  delivery  of  copies  to  our  subscribers  abroad  by  Christ- 
mas may  be  ensured.  Advertisers  who  wish  to  avail  them- 
Belves  of  the  opportunity  of  making  their  announcements  in 
the  Diary  should  make  sure  of  getting  space  by  addressing 
the  publisher  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  The  Diary  is  presented 
free  to  all  subscribers  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and 
being  in  daily  use  by  thousands  of  our  readers  throughout 
the  year  is  the  most  esteemed  and  valuable  advertising- 
medium  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Besides  valuable  and 
novel  reference  and  practical  information,  the  1908  Diary 
will  contain  a  Buyers'  Guide  to  the  agents  for  and  makers 
of  chemicals,  medicines,  and  druggists'  goods  of  all  kinds. 
To  secure  entries  therein  it  is  necessary  to  advertise  the 
goods  in  the  Diary. 


Summary. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in 
the  first  column. 


News  and  Reports  are  rather  voluminous  and  important 
this  week. 

From  Australia  we  have  reports  of  various  matters  which 
concern  importers  in  this  country.  Thus  some  of  the 
anomalies  of  the  new  tariff  are  discussed.  In  this  connection 
it  is  proposed  to  impose  excise  duties  equal  to  half  the  import 
duties  on  certain  goods  manufactured  in  Australia,  but  with 
a  conditional  rebate.  The  Committee  stage  of  the  Bill  is  pro- 
ceeding, and  already  the  items  covering  spirituous  medicines 
have  been  passed  (p.  532). 

We  now  give  the  full  text  of  Mr.  Octavius  Beale's  recom- 
mendations to  the  Australian  Government  regarding  the  trade 
in  proprietary  medicines,  "  preventives,"  and  other  matters  of 
that  kind  (p.  534).  Australian  opinion  is  averse  to  Mr.  Beale, 
and  some  of  his  medical  sympathisers  think  he  has  gone  too 
far.  In  this  connection  we  note  several  independent  move- 
ments in  different  parts  of  the  world  to  get  the  formulae  of 
proprietary  medicines  on  the  labels  thereof.  See  the  Editorial 
Notes  on  p.  543. 

In  New  Zealand  the  Quackery  Bill  had  been  referred  to 
Committee  when  the  mail  left,  and  the  drug-trade  out  there 
has  had  a  surprise  in  the  introduction  of  a  new  Bill  dealing 
with  the  use  of  methylated  spirit  in  making  medicines.  Par- 
ticulars of  this  are  given  on  p.  533. 

In  the  Transvaal  the  question  of  early  closing  of  shops  has 
been  agitating  the  trade,  but  at  a  meeting  held  in  Johannes- 
burg last  month  an  understanding  was  arrived  at  which  will 
secure  a  weekly  half-holiday  and  partial  closing  on  Sundays 
(p.  535). 

At  Home  the  bulkiest  event  of  the  week  was  the  oration  at 
the  opening  of  the  sixty-sixth  session  of  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, Bloomsbury  Square,  by  Professor  Meldola,  of  the  Fins- 
bury  Technical  College.  He  discoursed  on  the  scientific  educa- 
tion of  the  pharmacist,  showing  how  far  behind  we  are  in  com- 
parison with  the  Continent,  and  indicating  improvements  in 
our  educational  methods — the  addition  of  physiology  for 
example.  Dr.  Tilden,  speaking  to  a  vote  of  thanks  afterwards, 
did  not  altogether  agree  with  Professor  Meldola. 

We  give  a  verbatim  report  of  the  oration,  beginning  on 
p.  545,  and  in  discussing  it  suggest  that  the  Professor  was  not 
sufficiently  informed  upon  the  legal  conditions  (p.  542). 

The  Newest  Stoke-pbices  are  quoted  on  p.  551. 

The  table  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  was  on  Wednesday 
decorated  with  some  very  fine  specimens  of  Scotch  thistles 
(p.  550). 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  will  meet  in  Aber- 
deen next  year  on  September  14,  which  is  reputed  to  be  the 
best  month  of  the  year  for  Scotland  (p.  528). 

"Canine  and  Feline  Specialist"  has  been  held  by  the 
Feltham  magistrates  to  be  an  infringement  of  the  Veterinary 
Surgeons  Act  when  used  by  an  unregistered  person  (p.  536). 

Pharmacy  Act  prosecutions  are  interesting  this  week.  A 
Leyburn  chemist  was  prosecuted  by  the  police  for  selling 
strychnine  without  entering  in  the  poisons-book.  It  was  sent 
by  post,  which  is  the  point  that  makes  it  of  general  import- 
ance (p.  536  and  comment  on  p.  544).  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  obtained  the  conviction  of  two  drug-storekeepers 
at  Bow  for  infringement  of  Section  15  (p.  536). 

Two  petitions  have  been  lodged  with  the  Privy  Council 
against  the  confirmation  of  the  new  by-laws  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  which  empower  the  Secretary  to  deal  with 
Preliminary  examination  certificates  and  medical  certificates 
from  examination  candidates.  The  ground  of  the  objection 
is  that  the  1852  and  1868  Acts  empower  the  Boards  of 
Examiners  alone  to  deal  with  these  matters.  We  explain  the 
position  on  p.  544.  It  is  reported  that  680  Scotch  chemists 
supported  the  petition  (p.  531). 

Some  valuable  and  "inside"  information  concerning  the 
Japanese  iodine  industry  from  a  special  correspondent  at 
Tokio  is  given  on  p.  555. 

Caustic  Soda,  cream  of  tartar,  ammonia  sulphate,  chamo- 
miles, and  turpentine  are  dearer.  Japan  wax,  buchu,  traga- 
canth,  and  soda  sulphate  are  firmer.  Cascara  sagrada,  quinine 
(second-hands)  and  cod-liver  oil  are  easier.  Copper  sulphate, 
almond  oil,  shellac,  and  citrates  are  lower  (p.  555J. 

Mr.  Bottle,  of  Dover,  is  sinking  {Col.  Supp.). 
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Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting-  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Brevities. 

_  A  sub-post-office  has  this  week  been  opened  at  the  estab- 
lishment of  Mr.  F.  H.  Newton,  chemist  and  druggist,  in 
Catherine  Street,  Salisbury,  with  Mr.  Newton  as  sub-post- 
master. 

At  the  Worcester  Quarter  Sessions  last  week,  Walter 
Pratt  (33),  labourer,  was  sentenced  to  six  weeks'  imprison- 
ment for  stealing  a  bottle  of  eucalyptus  and  menthol  pas- 
tilles belonging  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Hall,  chemist,  Broad  Street, 
Worcester. 

At  the  inquest  on  Mr.  Bonaventura  Costellcte  (66),  who 
died  suddenly  at  Euston  Railway  Station,  it  was  stated 
that  deceased  was  an  excessive  smoker  of  strong  cigars  of 
the  Indian  brand.  Dr.  Lewis  Evans  said  in  his  opinion 
deatli  was  due  to  heart-disease,  produced  by  nicotine- 
poisoning.  The  inquest  was  adjourned  for  a  post-mortem 
examination. 

In  a  lecture  to  the  students  at  St.  George's  Hospital 
Medical  School,  Dr.  William  Ewart  said  the  medical  profes- 
sion was  decreasing  in  popularity.  Patients  were  fewer  than 
formerly,  owing  to  (1)  greater  knowledge  and  use  of  pre- 
ventive hygiene,  (2)  the  excellence  of  hospitals  and  the 
public's  growing  faith  in  them,  and  (3)  the  habit  of  prescrib- 
ing for  oneself  and  taking  patent  medicines. 

On  September  27  an  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  the 
premises  of  Mr.  George  Mercer,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Queen  Street,  Great  Harwood.  Mr.  Mercer  was  working 
with  chemicals  in  the  rear  of  the  shop  when  they  became 
ignited,  and  after  causing  a  good  deal  of  damage  behind, 
spread  to  the  front  shop.  Mr.  Mercer,  in  endeavouring  to 
extinguish  the  outbreak,  was  badly  burnt  about  the  hands. 
The  damage  done  is  estimated  at  over  50/. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square  on  Monday,  September  30.  Present  : 
Mr.  P.  Wright  (President),  in  the  chair,  Messrs.  Holmes 
and  Young  (Vice-Presidents),  J.  C.  Umney  (Treasurer), 
Peck  and  White  (Hon.  Secretaries),  Aleock,  Finnemore, 
Harrison,  Hills,  Howard,  and  Kirkby.  Apologies  for 
absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  Naylor,  Ransom,  and 
Walsh.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been 
read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  Peck  observed  that  the  attendance 
at  the  Manchester  meeting  was  very  satisfactory,  the  num- 
ber being  374.  He  also  mentioned  that  he  had  addressed 
-a  circular  letter  to  visitors — not  being  members — who  had 
signed  the  attendance  book,  inviting  them  to  join  the  Con- 
ference. The  date  of  the  meeting  in  Aberdeen  for  1908 
was  discussed.  On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  the  date  suggested  by  the  Local  Com- 
mittee, September  14-17,  was  decided  upon. 

The  Research  Sub-Committee  was  re-appointed,  con- 
sisting of  the  President,  Professor  Greenish,  Messrs.  Al- 
cock, Holmes,  Naylor,  J.  C.  Umney,  and  Mr.  Ed.  White 
as  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  following  seven  gentlemen  were  elected  to  member- 
ship :  Messrs.  D.  G.  Bull,  Melbourne  ;  Joseph  Clegg,  Man- 
chester;  Jos.  Cookson,  Birkenhead;  F.  C.  Cooling 
Birkenhead;  C.  H.  Hampshire,  Ilkley;  R.  H.  Huot, 
Montreal;  and  C.  McCombie,  London. 

Store-prices. 

In  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  price-circular  for  October 
the  following  alterations  and  additions  are  noted  : 

Camphor,  4s.  per  lb.  (bulk  or  in  1-oz.  tabs.) :  cocoa-butter 
Is.  9</.  per  lb.  ;  turpentine,  rectified,  9d.  per  pint  tin.  Is.  4r7. 
per  quart,  4s.  bd.  per  gal. ;  linseed  oil,  veterinary,  2s.  lid. 
per  gallon  tin ;  cascara  sagrada  capsules  (A  teaspoonful 
concentrated),  8d.  per  box  of  24  ;  lavender-flowers  (English) 
4s .  6d.  per  lb.;   Pabst  malt-extract,  Is.  M.  per  bottle;' 

Akustik  hearing-apparatus,  55s.  each,  attachments, 
Us.  bd  each ;  Barker  s  electric  vibrator,  95s.  each  •  hot- 
water  bottles,  superior  quality,  from  3s.  Id.  (for  10x6)  to 
7s.  2d  (for  16x12),  plush  or  sclvyt  covers  llfZ.  each,  lar^e 
sizes  Is.  Id. 

There  were  apparently  no  additions  during  the  month  to 
the  list  of  A.  &  N.  specialities. 


Weights  and  Measures. 
The  new  weights  and  measures  regulations  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  pursuant  to  the  Weights  and  Measures  Act, 
1904,  came  into  force  on  October  1.  One  of  the  effects 
of  the  new  regulations  will  be  to  put  a  stop  to  the  use 
of  several  types  of  weighing  machines,  weights,  and 
measures  which  have  hitherto  been  sanctioned,  but,  in 
order  that  traders  may  be  subjected  to  as  little  incon- 
venience as  possible,  those  instruments  which  do  not  con- 
form to  the  new  requirements  or  of  which  the  stamping 
is  forbidden  by  these  regulations  may  be  continued  to  be 
employed  subject  to  the  following  provisions  : — (1)  Manu- 
facturers' and  dealers'  stocks  of  such  weights,  measures,  or 
instruments  may  be  stamped  until  the  end  of  the  year  1907, 
and  (2)  any  such  weight,  measure,  or  instrument  which 
has  been  stamped  at  any  time  prior  to  January  1,  1908, 
may,  unless  restamping  is  expressly  prohibited,  be  con- 
tinued in  use  and  be  restamped  from  time  to  time  during 
the  period  of  twenty  years  from  the  date  of  these  regula- 
tions, except  in  such  cases  where  a  specific  period  of 
allowance  is  mentioned.  Manufacturers  and  inventors 
should  note  that  no  weight,  counterpoise,  measure,  or 
weighing  instrument  presenting  any  novel  features,  and  no 
measuring  instrument  or  price-computing  instrument,  will 
be  stamped  unless  it  is  of  a  pattern  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.  The  local  authority,  or  such  other  authority  as 
has  jurisdiction  under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Acts, 
1878  to  1904,  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  arranging  that 
the  premises  of  every  trader  in  the  district  are  visited  by 
an  inspector  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  all  weights,  mea- 
sures, and  instruments  in  use  for  trade  at  least  once  a- 
year,  unless  an  extension  of  such  period  is  sanctioned  by 
the  Board  of  Trade.  In- addition  to  the  annual  visit  of 
the  inspector,  special  surprise  visits  are  to  be  arranged  from 
time  to  time.  The  term  "  rod,  pole,  or  perch  "  is  retained. 
The  word  "troy"  or  "avoirdupois"  after  the  word  "pound" 
has  been  dropped,  the  troy  pound  having  had  no  legal 
existence  in  this  country  for  thirty  years. 

Parcel-post  to  America. 

From  October  1  the  postage  on  parcels  sent  from  the 
United  Kingdom  to  the  United  States  of  America  by  the 
semi-official  service  carried  on  through  the  agency  of  the 
American  Express  Co.  will  be  reduced  by  Is.  The 
new  rates  of  postage  will  accordingly  be  as  follows  : 
Parcels  for  New  York  City,  Brooklyn,  Jersey  City,  or 
Hoboken,  not  exceeding  3  lb.  2s.,  7  lb.  3s.,  11  lb.  4s.  ;  parcels 
for  all  other  places  in  the  United  States  of  America,  not 
exceeding  3  lb.  3s.,  7  lb.  4s.,  11  lb.  5s. 

To  All  whom  it  may  Concern. 

Has  anybody  lost  a  set  of  dental  instruments,  including 
cutting  forceps,  catch  and  biting  forceps,  ear  forceps  en- 
graved "  Down  Brothers,  London,"  and  about  100  nickel  and 
metal  suture  clips  ?  The  Bolton  police  have  had  a  prisoner 
who  was  in  possession  of  a  set  as  above,  which  he  said  he 
found.  The  police  could  not  prove  that  he  had  come  by 
them  dishonestly,  and  hence  one  George  William  Smith, 
aged  thirty,  became  a  discharged  prisoner.  The  puzzle  is— 
Whose  are  the  instruments  ? 

Birmingham  Notes. 
The  dual  proprietorship  in  pharmacy  is  steadily  increas- 
ing in  this  city.    Yet  another  instance  has  to  be  recorded, 
this  time  a  suburban  chemist  stretching  his  influence  more 
countrywards. 

The  pocket  aneroid  is  being  recommended  to  the 
motorist  as  an  elevation  indicator,  and  can  this  not  prove  a 
sideline  for  the  pharmacist  to  take  up,  in  addition  to  the 
accident  outfit  ? 

The  six  chemists  of  West  Bromwich  have  joined  with 
over  eighty  other  traders  in  closing  earlier  during  the 
winter  months — eight  o'clock  on  all  days  except  Saturday, 
when  it  is  to  be  ten. 

The  Dean  and  Faculty  of  Medicine  gave  a  conversazione 
on  October  1  at  the  University  to  inaugurate  the  opening 
of  the  session.  There  was  the  usual  social  function  and 
sideshows  in  the  shape  of  exhibits. 

Several  tradesmen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hay  Mills, 
having  suffered  loss  to  stock  by  flooding  of  their  cellars 
through  defective  drainage,  are  pressing  the  authorities  for 
compensation.    It  is  reported  that  one  of  them  is  a  chemist. 
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The  sealemakers  of  Birmingham  are  alarmed  at  the 
stringent  accuracy  regulations  which  have  come  into  force. 
They  desire  their  speedy  withdrawal,  and  a  really  prac- 
ticable set  that  have  been  rigorously  tested  before  being 
enforced. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceu- 
tical Association  was  held  at  the  University  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  the  new  President  (Mr.  A.  W.  Southall)  in  the 
chair.  A  scheme  of  sessional  work  was  drafted,  and  hopes 
are  entertained  of  another  successful  session. 

The  question  of  the  sale  of  certain  preparations  which 
smack  of  poison  has  been  much  discussed  in  this  district, 
and  all  seem  to  be  agreed  that  it  would  be  most  irksome  in 
business  if  the  law  was  too  rigidly  complied  with  in  the 
matter  of  signatures  where  the  customer  is  well  known  and 
"  on  the  books." 

The  annual  medical  conversazione  was  held  at  the  Univer- 
sity on  Tuesday  evening,  October  1,  when  there  was  a 
crowded  attendance  of  the  medical  faculty  and  prospective 
students.  Interesting  exhibits  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  E.  W. 
Mann.  It  included  drugs,  preparations,  microscopes,  etc.  ; 
and  Messrs.  P.  Harris  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  Salt  &  Co.  had 
also  excellent  exhibits.  The  bacteriological  department, 
whose  equipment  has  cost  6,000/.,  was  open  to  inspection. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

The  "passing  of  the  apprentice'"  is  a  question  of  phar- 
maceutic economics  which  does  not  seem  to  appeal  to  our 
authorities  with  the  importance  it  ought.  A  look  round  the 
Liverpool  pharmacies  quite  recently  failed  in  unearthing 
a  single  specimen  of  the  true  genus.  So  long  as  the  two 
nurseries,  Scotland  and  wales,  cultivate  these  hardy 
specimens  of  the  future  chemist  and  export  them  as  junior 
assistants,  the  predominant  partner  seems  well  content. 

The  approach  of  the  winter  season  focuses  the  special 
attentioji  of  chemists  on  the  remarks  of  Sir  James  Crichton 
Browne  regarding  chlorodyne,  but  particularly  L.,  L.,  &  C. 
lozenges.  Under  which  Act  are  we  liable  ?  If  we  steer 
clear  of  the  Scylla  of  the  food  and  drugs  inspector  shall 
we  wreck  ourselves  on  the  Charybdis  of  the  Poison  Act? 
"L.,  L.,  &  C."  is  well  known  to  be  a  sort  of  omnibus  term 
covering  sweets  of  a  stimulating  flavour  and  mousy-brown 
colour,  in  purchasing  which  sweet  is  the  determinating 
factor.  A  standard  formula  would  be  most  advantageous  to 
the  trade  generally. 

Manchester  Notes. 

There  is  a  rumour  in  the  city  that  a  retail  druggists' 
association  is  to  be  formed  locally. 

A  process  has  lately  been  established  in  Manchester  for 
the  artificial  production  of  camphor  from  oil  of  turpentine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Kirkby  will,  at  next  week's  meet- 
ing of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association,  be  presented  with  a 
testimonial,  in  recognition  of  their  valuable  services  on  the 
occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Confer- 
ence to  Manchester. 

Some  of  the  forthcoming  popular  lectures  to  be  delivered 
at  the  University  should  be  of  interest  to  local  pharmacists. 
Professor  J.  J.  Thomson,  F.R.S.,  will  lecture  in  November 
on  "  The  Electrical  Basis  of  Modern  Physical  Theories"; 
while  Professor  Rutherford,  the  newly  appointed  Professor 
of  Physics,  late  of  the  McGill  University,  Montreal,  lectures 
the  same  month  on  "  The  Transformation  of  Matter." 
_  New  institutions  are  being  piled  up  all  round  the  Univer- 
sity. In  addition  to  the  extensive  buildings  of  the  new 
infirmary,  there  are  in  course  of  erection  the  large  hospital 
for  women,  the  dental  hospital,  the  new  engineering  labora- 
tories, and  the  students'  union  buildings.  The  children's 
hospital  is  also  being  extended,  while  close  to  the  new 
infirmary  is  the  admirable  set  of  laboratories  for  the  Univer- 
sity department  of  public  health,  erected  only  a  few  years 
ago,  at  a  cost  of  14,000/. 

,  The  most  interesting  feature  in  connection  with  the  even- 
ing classes  now  begun  is  the  institution  of  diploma  or 
graduated  courses,  extending  over  three  years,;  those  in  the 
lower  school  prepare  for  the  professional  Preliminary  exami- 
nation,^ while  the  higher  school  provides  courses  in 
specialised  subjects,  such  as  banking,  commerce,  and  lan- 
guages.   It  is  even  suggested  that  these  diplomas  should 


be  accepted  j>ro  tanto  by  the  University  towards  a  degree. 
It  is  a  matter  for  comment  that  no  such  graduated  courses 
exist  for  pharmacy  students,  who  of  all  others  most  require 
them. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  having  for  its  object  the  housing 
of  all  the  numerous  Manchester  literary,  scientific,  and 
philosophical  societies,  over  forty  in  number,  in  one  central 
building.  A  deputation  is  being  formed  to  wait  upon  the 
Lord  Mayor  to  bring  about  a  practical  result.  The  delegates 
from  the  Microscopical  Society  include  Professor  Hickson, 
of  the  University,  and  Mr.  Chas.  Turner,  of  the  Manchester 
College  of  Pharmacy.  The  establishment  of  a  comprehen- 
sive technical  library  in  connection  with  the  proposed  new 
reference  library  has  also  been  the  subject  of  a  deputation, 
and  both  schemes  should  receive  the  careful  consideration* 
of  the  members  of  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Southport  News. 

Mr.  Henry  De  Witte,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed; 
from  65  Aughton  Road,  Birkdale,  to  67c  Duke  Street, 
Southport. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Woods,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ormskirk, 
has  taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  C.  M.  Adams,  F.C.S., 
pharmaceutical  chemist  and  optician,  etc.,  at  339  Lord 
Street,  Southport.  The  business  is  now  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  C.  J.  Sendall.  Mr.  Adams  has  gone  to  South 
Africa  in  search  of  health. 

Our  Southport  correspondent  has  recently  made  some 
inquiries  with  reference  to  the  Southport  and  District 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Association,  which  at  one  time 
included  practically  all  the  chemists  from  some  miles  north 
of  Southport  to  Waterloo  (near  Liverpool)  in  the  south. 
Regret  was  expressed  on  all  hands  to  our  correspondent  that 
such  a  strong  association  should,  within  the  last  few  years, 
have  become  practically  moribund.  Having  regard  to  the 
occasion  some  years  ago,  when  the  Association  became  a 
power  to  be  reckoned  with  at  a  by-election  in  the  South- 
port  Parliamentary  Division,  and  the  immediate  advantage 
that  was  gained  therefrom,  it  is  a  pity  more  meetings  are 
not  held  for  mutual  advantage  of  the  members.  One 
direction  in  which  a  very  desirable  improvement  could  be 
brought  about  would  be  in  the  curtailment  of  the  long  hours 
of  business  which  at  present  obtain.  Mr.  J.  Righton,  the 
local  President,  expressed  himself  as  most  anxious  that  the 
Association  should  regain  its  former  vigour  and  usefulness. 
Long  hours  seem  to  have  been  a  check  to  the  meetings,  but 
with  a  little  more  enthusiasm  this  is  a  difficulty  which  could 
easily  be  overcome  and  eventually  remedied. 

Clean  Colchester. 
The  Town  Council  of  Colchester  waxed  wroth  on  Wednes- 
day. October  2.  over  a  supposed  libel  on  the  borough's  fair 
name  contained  in  a  circular  letter  from  a  company  of  dis- 
infectant manufacturers.  The  circular  was  addressed  to- 
Councillor  E.  H.  Barritt,  a  leading  chemist  and  a  former 
Mayor  of  the  town.  It  commenced  with  the  words  :  "  lit 
view  of  the  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in  your 
town,"  and  stated  that  the  company  desired  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  bringing  their  goods  more  prominently  to 
the  notice  of  the  public.  Mr.  Barritt  reported  this  to  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  who  demanded  an  explanation,  and 
called  upon  the  company  to  take  steps  to  remove  any  mis- 
conception the  letter  may  have  caused.  The  company 
replied  that  the  letter  was  sent  in  error  by  a  clerk  relieving 
another  on  holiday,  but  only  one  w-as  sent.  Alderman  Dr. 
Laver  described  the  letter  as  abominable,  and  said  there 
was  not  a  healthier  town  in  the  world  than  Colchester,  and 
zymotic  diseases  were  practically  nil.  Councillor  Shaw  said 
the  letter  was  a  libel  on  the  town,  especially  in  view  of  the 
record  of  infectious  sickness  of  recent  years.  Councillor 
Barritt  was  thanked  for  calling  attention  to  the  matter,  and 
the  Town  Clerk  was  instructed  to  inquire  what  steps  the 
firm  were  taking  to  withdraw  the  publication. 

Selling  Disinfectants. 
At  Clerkenwell  Police  Ccurt,  on  September  30.  Michael 
Ryan  (35).  road-sweeper,  and  John  Wood  (23),  carman,  both 
in  the  service  of  the  St.  Paneras  Borough  Council,  were 
charged,  on  remand,  with  being  concerned  together  in 
stealing  from  a  cart  at  Judd  Street  a  gallon  of  carbolic 
creosote,  value  6^<7.  Mary  Ann  Bowmer  (47).  licensed 
victualler,  of  the  Brunswick  Arms,  Judd  Street,  was  also 
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charged  with  receiving,  "during  the  past  six  weeks," 
65  gals,  ol  the  creosote,  value  3s.  4d.,  the  property  of 
the  Council.  Mr.  Ricketts,  solicitor,  said  he  was  now  in- 
structed to  withdraw  from  the  case  on  behalf  of  the 
Borough  Council,  who,  indeed,  had  not  initiated  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  police  had  properly  brought  the  case  before 
the  Court,  but  when  the  Council  came  to  consider  the  matter 
they  were  convinced  that  the  woman  had  no  felonious 
knowledge,  while  the  men  had  acted  under  a  delusion  that 
they  were  entitled,  as  was  at  one  time  the  case,  to  dis- 
tribute the  disinfectant.  The  Council,  therefore,  did  not 
propose  to  offer  evidence.  Mr.  Whiteley,  counsel  for  Mrs. 
Bowmer,  characterised  the  imputation  against  his  client  as 
monstrous.  The  creosote  was  only  worth  6^d.  per  gal.,  but 
she  bought  it  openly  at  3s.  a  gallon.  He  thought  she  was 
entitled  to  costs,  and  to  have  her  character  publicly  cleared 
of  all  suggestion.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt,  dismissing  the  case, 
said  Mrs.  Bowmer  had  her  civil  remedy  if  the  facts  justify 
it. 

Cricket. 

"Wholesale  Chemists  and  Druggists'  Cricket  Champion- 
ship League. — The  final  table  is  given  herewith.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  first  three  clubs  ran  very  close  : 


Club 

Played 

Won 

D  rawu 

Lost 

Points 

Burgoyne,  Burbidge's  C.C. 
May  &  Baker's  C.C. 

12 

10 

1 

1 

21 

12 

9 

2 

1 

20 

Davy,  Hill's  C.C.  . 

12 

8 

2 

2 

18 

Heron  C.C.       .  . 

12 

5 

1 

6 

11 

(Hearon,      Squire  & 

Francis) 

Potter  &  Clarke's  C.C.  . 

12 

3 

0 

9 

6 

Bavronetta  C.C. 

12 

2 

0 

10 

4 

(Barron.  Harvey's) 

Gramme  C.C.  . 

12 

2 

0 

10 

4 

(.1.  J.  Griffin  &  Sons) 

Should  there  be  any  clubs  attached  to  wholesale  drug- 
houses  desirous  of  joining  the  League  for  competition  next 
season  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  N.  Dealtry,  16  Coleman 
Street,  E.C.,  will  be  pleased  to  send  full  particulars. 

The  Ambulance  in  the  Drug-store. 
On  September  28  a  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  ambu- 
lance van  was  being  driven  along  Clapham  Road,  conveying 
a  nurse  and  patient  to  the  Stockwell  Fever  Hospital,  when 
the  horse  bolted.  Before  it  could  be  checked  it  dashed  into 
the  front  of  Mann's  Drug  Stores,  doing  a  considerable 
amount  of  damage  not  only  to  the  shop-front,  but  also  to 
the  stock  and  fittings.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  neither 
the  driver,  the  nurse,  nor  the  patient  sustained  the  slightest 
injury,  although  they  all  sustained  a  considerable 
shock.  The  horse  was  slightly  cut  by  broken  glass,  but 
otherwise  was  uninjured.  After  some  time  the  horse  and 
van  were  extricated  from  the  wreckage  of  the  shop-front, 
and  proceeded  on  their  journey. 

Alcohol  in  Proprietaries. 

The  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Band  of  Hope  Union  con- 
cluded their  autumnal  conference  at  Blackburn  on  Septem- 
ber 28.  The  chief  interest  of  the  meetings  to  chemists  has 
been  the  policy  of  qualified  scientific  lecturers  connected 
with  the  union  who  have  experimented  with  certain  well- 
known  patent  medicines  for  which  there  is  a  large  demand 
with  a  view  to  revealing  the  ingredients  and  quantity  of 
alcohol  they  contain. 

A  Chemist's  Death. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  the  Edmonton  Workhouse  on 
September  27  respecting  the  death  of  Ernest  Bertram 
Billing  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  died  shortly 
after  being  admitted  to  the  institution.  Deceased  was 
found  lying  in  one  of  the  public  streets,  and  a  doctor  who 
was  called  diagnosed  heart  trouble.  The  widow  said  she 
had  not  lived  with  the  deceased  for  eight  years,  and  had 
not  spoken  to  him  for  five.  He  formerly  kept  a  chemist's 
shop,  but  he  suffered  from  delusions,  and  latterly  had  been 
unable  to  obtain  his  own  living.  He  had  not  known  her  of 
late.  A  lad  named  Humphreys  said  that  shortly  before  the 
deceased  was  found  lying  in  the  street  he  saw  him  in  a  shop 
at  Lower  Edmonton.    The  deceased  emptied  some  white 


powder  into  a  glass  of  ginger-beer  and  drank  it.  Another 
witness  said  deceased's  mother  allowed  him  10s.  a  week 
and  sometimes  more.  The  workhouse  porter  deposed  that 
when  admitted  the  deceased  had  about  him  an  extraordinary 
assortment  of  miscellaneous  articles.  Dr.  Arthur,  assistant 
to  the  medical  officer  of  the  workhouse,  attributed  death  to 
heart-failure,  owing  to  the  diseased  condition  of  the  lungs. 
There  were  no  signs  of  poisoning.  A  verdict  in  accordance 
with  the  medical  evidence  was  returned. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 
Three  of  the  thirteen  deaths  that  have  occurred  from 
poisoning  during  the  past  week  were  misadventures. 
Sarah  Smart  (49),  of  Datchet,  drank  carbolic  acid  in  mistake 
for  stout;  Sarah  Reeves  (53),  of  Burnham  Abbey  Farm, 
drank  inadvertently  a  fatal  quantity  of  arsenical  sheep-dip 
solution;  and  Elizabeth  Spicer  (57),  of  Sheffield,  took  an 
overdose  of  laudanum.  Suicide  was  committed  by  taking 
laudanum  by  Mary  Ann  Tooley  (46),  of  Boston.  The 
suicides  with  carbolic  acid  were  five  in  number — Alexander 
Alderson  (17),  a  Byker  errand-boy;  Sarah  Wilson  (37),  of 
West  Kensington;  Charles  Cornell  Dunn  (28),  an  Islington 
publican ;  Mrs.  Davis,  of  Commercial  Road,  E. ;  and  Eva 
Foote  (15),  of  Wigan.  Oxalic  acid  was  taken  with  fatal 
effect  by  Alice  Ann  Young  (29),  a  Battersea  barmaid,  and 
by  Emma  Watts,  of  Mallington. — Lewis  Thompson  (48), 
of  Pimlico,  who  was  found  dead  in  Hyde  Park,  had  poisoned 
himself  with  potassium  cyanide.  At  Hull,  Betsy  Wilbert 
(49),  who  suffered  from  melancholia,  ended  her  life  by 
drinking  a  mixture  of  methylated  spirit  and  ammonia. 


3risb  1Rew$. 

Local  Newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Park  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  purchased 
the  old-established  business  at  23  Gladstone  Street,  Clonmel. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Elliott,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  and  Mr. 
A.  R.  Hogg,  registered  druggist,  members  of  the  Chemists' 
and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  have  been  appointed 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Belfast  Y.M.C.A.  Camera  Club. 
Analytical  Referendum. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Antrim  Board  of  Guardians  on 
September  26  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  relative  to  a  recent  report  of  the  analyst  on  samples 
of  drugs  submitted  to  him  from  Doagh  Dispensary.  The 
L.G.B.  having  referred  the  certificate  to  their  pharmacist, 
he  has  reported  that  the  deficiency  of  ammonia  to  which  the 
analyst  calls  attention  is  trivial  at  summer  temperature. 
Payment  for  Empties. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Edenderry  Board  of  Guardians 
the  Clerk  said  that  some  years  ago  Messrs.  John  Clarke  & 
Co.,  their  present  contractor,  had  the  contract  for  the 
supply  of  medicines  to  the  union,  and  there  was  a  sum  of 
money  due  to  them  for  unreturned  empties.  The  account 
dated  back  to  the  year  1904,  and  when  the  minutes  con- 
taining the  entry  were  sent  away  the  L.G.B.  wrote  asking 
for  particulars  regarding  the  claim.  These  were  furnished 
by  Messrs.  Clarke,  and  the  L.G.B.  then  said  the  Guardians 
could  not  pay  the  account,  as  the  L.G.B.  could  only 
authorise  payment  of  accounts  within  a  period  of  two  years 
from  the  date  when  the  amount  was  incurred  or  became  due. 
The  Clerk  had  sent  that  letter  to  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co., 
who  had  replied  that  the  account  would  not  become  due 
until  October,  and  that  they  are  therefore  within  the  limit 
of  payment.  The  Clerk  was  instructed  to  send  the  letter 
to  the  L.G.B.  for  instructions. 

Irish  Pharmacy. 
A.  chemist  from  the  other  side  (writes  a  correspondent), 
who  has  been  visiting  Dublin  and  its  vicinity  during  the 
past  week,  states  that  what  struck  him  most  in  a  casual 
glance  round  was  the  apparent  prosperity  of  the  Irish 
pharmacist.  The  licensed  pharmacist  in  business  does  not 
appear  to  be  greatly  affected  by  the  fact  that  he  has  com- 
petition in  general  trade  from  the  chemist  and  druggist, 
the  licensed  druggist,  the  druggist-grocer,  and  the  store 
with  a  drug  department.    Some  of  the  pharmacies  are  very 
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Sfinelv  fitted,  notably  those  of  Evans,  of  Grafton  Street, 
W.  F.  Wells,  of  Upper  Baggot  Street,  J.  I.  Bernard,  of 
'Clare  Street,  Dr.  Walsh  (Graham  &  Co.),  of  Westmoreland 
Street,  and  G.  Brown,  of  Stephen's  Green,  but  it  is  not  only 
in  externals  that  they  attract.  The  internal  arrangements  in 
pharmacies  like  those  of  Mr.  Wells,  Dr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Evans, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Rathgar,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  D.  M.  Watson, 
•of  South  Great  George's  Street,  to  mention  only  a  few,  are 
models  of  what  pharmacies  ought  to  be.  Mr.  Brown  has 
recently  re-fitted  his  Stephen's  Green  branch,  and  has  added 
the  floor  above,  which  he  has  made  the  dispensing  depart- 
ment, with  a  lift  for  prescriptions,  &c.  Other  smart  and 
notable  pharmacies  in  Dublin  and  neighbourhood  which  it 
will  well  repay  any  pharmacist  of  any  country  to  visit  are 
those  of  Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs,  of  Dalkey  (the  well-known  and 
popular  past-President  of  the  Society),  and  Mr.  Doran,  of 
Bray,  and  the  various  branches  of  Hayes  Coningham  & 
Robinson,  Ltd.,  in  Dublin,  Clontarf,  Blackrock,  and  Kings- 
'town. 


Scotch  IRews. 

■Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  North. 

Not  since  1888  have  Highland  bee-keepers  had  such  a 
bad  honey  season  as  this  year. 

Mr.  Donald  Fowler,  chemist  and  druggist,  provost  of 
Tain,  has  intimated  that  he  is  retiring  from  the  Town 
■Council.     His  colleagues  have  asked  him  not  to. 

Edinburgh. 

Bailie  Clark  (Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.)  is  still  seri- 
ously ill. 

Mr.  George  Simpson,  late  superintendent  of  the  Scottish 
Vulcanite  Co.,  died  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  broncho- 
pneumonia on  Saturday  last. 

Edinburgh  Pharmacy  Golf  Club's  monthly  competition 
for  the  Dick  Challenge  Medal  was  played  over  the  Braid 
Hills  course,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  Mr.  R.  Scott. 
^Score,  93—16=77. 

The  By-laws  Petition. 
The  committee  which  was  formed  to  draw  up  a  petition 
'to  the  Privy  Council  objecting  to  the  proposed  alteration  of 
Clauses  10,  11,  and  23  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  by- 
Jaws  have  concluded  their  labours.  They  have  experienced 
adverse  influence  in  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  Inverness 
only,  and  curiously  enough  by  men  who  have  an  official 
■connection  with  the  Society's  organ.  They,  however, 
obtained  more  than  sixty  signatures  in  Glasgow,  and  others 
have  come  in  since.  An  excursion  to  Aberdeen  resulted  in 
a  large  number  of  chemists  signing  the  petition.  The 
chemists  of  Edinburgh,  Leith,  Dundee,  and  the  whole  of  the 
Forfarshire  and  Kincardine  districts,  Stirling,  Dumfries, 
and  other  towns  have  been  with  the  committee  almost  to  a 
■man,  and  the  result  has  been  that  up  to  last  Saturday 
680  signatures  had  been  obtained.  It  was,  however,  found 
impossible  to  cover  the  whole  ground.  Orkney  and  Shet- 
land were  not  touched,  and  the  small  towns  in  Caithness, 
Ross,  and  Sutherland,  as  well  as  many  in  the  South  of 
Scotland,  have  had  no  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion.  The  committee  are  confident  that  if  more  time 
had  been  at  their  disposal  to  ventilate  the  situation,  over 
'90  per  cent,  of  the  chemists  in  Scotland  would  have  sup- 
ported the  petition,  which  was  delivered  at  Whitehall  on 
Monday. 

Fire. 

On  Monday  evening,  September  30,  fire  broke  out  in  the 
•premises  of  Messrs.  J  .F.  Macfarlan  &  Co.,  manufacturing 
•chemists,  Abbeyhill,  Edinburgh.  One  of  the  workmen  had 
gone  mto  the  cotton-wool  drying  store  to  adjust  a  tap, 
and,  in  order  to  see  what  he  was  doing,  lighted  a  match. 
The  wool  which  was  hanging  upon  beams  caught  fire  and 
the  flames  spread  rapidly.  The  alarm  was  at  once  given, 
-and  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  fire-brigade  the  work- 
•rnen  on  the  premises  rendered  effective  service  in  keeping 
the  fire  in  check.  In  the  course  of  half  an  hour  the  fire- 
•men  were  able  to  completely  subdue  the  outbreak  and  render 
a  renewal  unlikely.  The  premises,  though  situated  in  a 
•crowded  district,  are  completely  isolated,  and  there  was  no 


danger  at  any  time  of  surrounding  buildings  being  involved. 
The  fact  that  the  department  of  the  works  where  chloro- 
form and  methylated  spirits  are  manufactured  was  near 
the  cotton-wool  store  created  some  excitement,  and  it  got 
abroad  that  the  building  was  in  jeopardy,  but  that  was  not 
the  case.  The  loss  through  damage  to  stock  and  property 
was  trifling. 

Bowling. 

An  interesting  match  took  place  on  Thursday,  Septem- 
ber 26,  on  the  green  of  the  Edinburgh  Bowling  Club,  be- 
tween Glasgow  Chemists  and  members  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacy  Athletic  Club.  A  most  enjoyable  game  re- 
sulted in  favour  of  the  Glasgow  men  by  23  points.  The 
Westerns  displayed  splendid  form,  although  their  younger 
and  less  experienced  opponents  gave  them  a  good  run  for 
victory.    The  results  were  : 

First  Rink. 

Glasgoio. — Balfour  Reekie,  Robert  Tocher,  W.  N.  Ross,  and 
Jas.  Cairncross  (skip)  :  27  points. 

Edinburgh. — J.  H.  Taylor,  J.  P.  Gibb,  J.  Noble,  and  Jas. 
Cochrane  (skip)  :  17  points. 

Second  Mink. 

Glasgow.— H.  Lambie,  D.  Moir,  G.  S.  Kitchin,  and  T. 
Adams  (skip)  :  20  points. 

Edinburgh. — J.  Hossack,  J.  S.  B.  Heddle,  T.  Jardine,  and 
J.  Nesbit  (skip) :  7  points. 

A  large  number  of  chemists  were  present  as  spectators, 
and  afterwards,  along  with  the  teams,  drove  to  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  where  tea  was  provided  by  the  club.  Mr.  George 
Somerville,  President  of  the  Club,  occupied  the  chair,  and 


Back  Row  (left  to  right). — Messrs.  Gibb,  Tocher,  Cochrane, 
Heddle,  and  Nesbit. 

Second  Row. — Messrs.  Reekie,  Taylor,  Ross,  Jardine,  Cairn- 
cross, Lambie,  Adams,  and  Kitchin. 

Front. — Messrs.  Noble,  Moir,  and  Hossack. 

among  those  present  were  Dr.  Coull,  Messrs.  Lunan,  Boa, 
McLaren,  Rutherford  Hill,  Coats,  Beaumont,  Forret,  and 
W.  B.  Cowie.  After  a  hearty  repast  a  pleasant  hour  was 
spent  with  speeches,  songs,  and  recitations,  and  a  most 
successful  function  came  to  an  end  as  the  8.15  train 
steamed  off  to  Glasgow.  The  group  photograph  was  taken 
on  the  green. 


Mcl0b  mewe. 

Local  Newspapers  containing' marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor,  who  also  invites 
reports  on  business  changes  and  other  trade  matters. 


Photography  in  Colours. 
Much  interest  has  been  excited  by  the  exhibition  by 
Mr.  Jesse  Williams  in  the  window  of  his  photographic 
stores  in  Queen  Street,  Cardiff,  of  a  specimen  coloured 
picture  taken  on  the  new  autochrome  plate. 

Not  Enough. 

The  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Evans,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Dowlais,  put  up  to  auction  the  other  day  the 
freehold  business  premises,  No.  5  Upper  Union  Street,  but 
as  not  more  than  1,600Z.  was  bid  for  them,  which  was 
below  the  reserve,  the  property  was  withdrawn. 

Khodesian  Exhibits. 

The  Chartered  Company  of  South  Africa  have  for  some 
days  exhibited  on  the  Cardiff  Exchange  genuine  products 
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of  Rhodesian  soil.  These  include,  besides  wheat,  barley, 
and  oats,  tobacco,  rubber,  gum,  castor  oil,  ground  nuts,  and 
uative  grass.  Land  similar  to  that  upon  which  they  were 
j^rown  is  said  to  be  cheap  and  available,  and  served  with  a 
.railway  system  extending  over  2,000  miles. 

Vaccination  Cheaper. 
As  to  what  should  be  paid  for  vaccination  is  still  a  bone 
of  contention  in  various  parts  of  South  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire. The  Cardigan  Guardians  have  reduced  the 
fees  of  three  of  their  public  vaccinators,  in  one  case  from 
9?.  4fZ.  to  5?.,  in  another  from  8s.  6rl.  to  4?.  6rf.,  in  the 
third  case  from  6s.  6d.  to  4s.  6cl.  The  doctors  asked  the 
Guardians  at  their  last  meeting  to  reconsider  these  reduc- 
tions, but  they  declined.  The  public  vaccinators  in  some  of 
the  parishes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chepstow  Guar- 
dians have  agreed  to  accept  a  reduced  fee  of  5s.,  or  Is. 
under  the  sum  hitherto  paid. 


# tench  Mews. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  International  Congress  of  Hygiene  held  in  Berlin 
last  week  has  been  followed  with  a  good  deal  of  interest 
in  France  on  account  of  the  prominent  part  taken  in  it  by 
French  scientists,  especially  by  Professor  Chantemesse, 
who  read  a  paper  on  the  Serotherapy  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
and  Professor  MetchnikofT,  who  communicated  his  latest 
researches  on  the  prophylaxy  of  syphilis.  MM.  Calmette, 
Arloine,  Bordas,  and  Levasseur  were  also  amongst  the 
French  delegates.  It  was  decided,  amongst  other  matters, 
to  hold  an  International  Congress  with  a  view  to  preventing 
fraud  in  alimentary  and  pharmaceutical  products.  The 
invitation  of  President  Roosevelt  was  accepted  to  hold  the 
next  Congress  of  Hygiene  at  Washington  in  1910,  and  its 
organisation  will  be  in  the  hands  of  a  permanent  committee, 
of  which  Dr.  Roux,  of  the  Pasteur  Institute,  is  the  Vice- 
President. 


SYNTHETIC  CAMPHOR. 

"  The  manager  is  out,"  our  representative  was  informed  at 
the  offices  of  "  Le  Camphre  "  (68  Boulevard  de  Strasbourg, 
Paris — an  entresol  hard  by  the  Eastern  Railway  station 
there)  ;  "  but,"  said  the  agent  of  the  company  who  replaced 
him,  "  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  any  available  information  for 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  The  capital  of  our-  Society  is 
7,100. 000f.,  and  the  statutes  you  will  find  in  the  '  Petites 
AfEehes'  of  February  21  last.  Yes,  we  use  M.  Dubosc's  pro- 
cess, but  Professor  Bejial's  I  am  not  so  sure  about.  It  is  M. 
Dubosc  who  is  superintending  the  preparation  of  our  plant. 
It  will  take  some  time  to  get  ready,  being  of  a  novel  character 
and  of  considerable  capacity." 

"  Then  you  have  not  yet  commenced  operations?  " 

"  We  have  produced  camphor  synthetically,  but  not  in  our 
own  works.  It  was  in  a  celluloid-factory  that  the  actual  ex- 
periment was  made.  No,  we  do  not  intend  it  exclusively  for 
manufacturing-purposes.  Why  should  it  not  be  used  in  thera- 
peutics ?  We  claim  it  is  absolutely  identical  with  the  natural 
product."  My  informant  produced  two  large  glass  jars  from 
the  recesses  of  an  office  sideboard.  "  Smell  and  taste  it  for 
yourself.  This  is  the  refined  article.  This  greyer  substance 
has  not  yet  undergone  the  final  process." 

"  And  your  factory,  is  it  yet  in  working  order  ?  " 

"Oh,  no;  we  can  hardly  expect  to  be  ready  before  next 
December — better  say  January  1908.  This  plant  will  take 
time,  as  I  said,  both  to  prepare  and  to  fit  up.  We  shall  have 
two  places,  one  at  Petit  Quevilly,  Rouen,  where  the  pre- 
liminary processes  will  be  carried  out.  The  hydrochlorated 
turpentine  produced  here  will  be  transported — presumably  by 
the  Seine — to  the  works  at  Bonnieres,  near  Vernon,  half-way 
between  Rouen  and  Paris." 

"  Have  you  a  large  place  there  ?  " 

"  We  have  secured  some  twenty  hectares ;  not  that  we  want 
so  much  land  just  yet,  but  there  are  other  considerations. 
For  instance,  this  will  allow  us  elbow-room  and  isolate  us 
from  any  importunate  or  over  curious  neighbours,  as  well  as 
from  the  peasant  element — always  to  be  reckoned  with  in 
France — -who  are  ever  fearful  of  explosions  or  noxious  fumes, 
etc." 

An  undue  craving  for  publicity  was  evidently  not  inscribed 
on  the  programme  of  the  new  company.  "  We  just  want  to 
go  on  quietly.  We  shall  hardly  have  to  go  far  to  seek  buyers," 
concluded  my  courteous  informant. 


Hustralasian  IHews. 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  60.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon. 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


The  Commonwealth. 

Proprietary  Medicines. — Under  the  Commerce  Act  it 
was  proposed  to  take  steps  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
proprietary  medicines  whose  names  did  not  correctly  dis- 
close their  nature.    Among  these  notice  was  given  to  the  j 
California  Syrup  of  Figs  representatives,  Messrs.  Fassett  &  j 
Johnson,  that  it  would  no  longer  be  allowed  to  be  imported.  , 
When  proprietary  medicines  were  under  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  a  year  ago,  Dr.  Carty  Salmon  j 
stated  that  this  medicine  contained  podophyllin.   For  some 
months  the  formula  has  been  printed  on  the  label,  and 
shows  that  it  contains  Y5  per  cent,  of  syrup  of  figs  but  no 
podophyllin.    Dr.  Carty- Salmon  proposes  to  state  in  the 
House  that  he  has  since  learnt  that  his  assertion  that  the 
medicine  contained  podophyllin  is  inaccurate. 

Opium. — When  very  large  quantities  of  opium  were  im- 
ported into  Australia,  and  the  duty  was  30s.  or  40s.  a  pound,  | 
the  revenue  obtained  therefrom  was  considerable.    Since  j 
the  importation  of  smoking-opium  has  been  prohibited  the 
revenue  has  fallen  materially.    In  1906,  however,  no  less  1 
than  11,0(61.  was  still  received.    The  duty  paid  on  medi- 
cinal opium  was  720/.,  on  other  opium  942/.,  although  the  | 
imports  for  the  year  were  only  6'6t.  and  for  medicinal  pre-  1 
parations  containing  opium  at  a  duty  of  30s.  per  lb.  of  opium 
contained  therein  l,ly0/.    A  striking  difference  is  notice-  [ 
able  between  the  quantities  imported  and  the  amount  on  > 
which  duty  was  collected,  the  latter  in  two  cases  being  very  J 
largely  in  excess  of  the  imports.    Thus  only  330  lb.  j 
weight  of  smoking-opium  was  imported,  but  duty  was  j 
paid  on  7,382  lb.,  which  must  have  been  in  bond.    Of  other  j 
opium  73  lb.  was  imported,  and  duty  was  paid  on  628  lb.  j 
In  all  probability  the  amount  of  duty  to  be  received  in  the  • 
coming  year  will  be  very  small,  as  bondage  stocks  must  have  j 
become  practically  exhausted.    The  duty  of  30s.  per  lb.  on  , 
all  preparations  containing  opium  is  now  being  collected.  | 
In  the  existing  tariff  it  is  30s.  per  lb.  on  preparations  con- 
taining opium  in   proportion   to  the  opium  contained  , 
therein.    The  present  duty  is  prohibitive.    The  effect  is 
that  on  every  small-sized  bottle  of  chlorodyne  the  duty  1 
will  be  Is.,  on  Kay's  essence  of  linseed  4s.,  injection  brou 
10s.,  every  box  of  Keating's  cough-lozenges  about  5s.,  on 
glyco-heroin  (worth  5s.  a  pound)  the  duty  will  be  30s. 

The    Tariff.— Mr.    Louis    Zions,    Secretary   of  the; 
P.A.T.A.,  obtained  from  the  three  wholesale  drug  firms! 
in  Sydney  a  statement  of  the  probable  effects  of  the  tariff j 
and  circulated  this  to  members.    Elliott  Bros,  enumerate; 
a  number  of  lines  that  have  been  advanced,  all  included  j 
in  the  published  list.    They  state  that  "on  high-class  soaps 
the  extra  duty  will  press  heavily.      Cuticura  soap,  fori 
instance,  will  carry  an  extra  duty  of  2s.  doz.    On  lower-] 
priced  soaps,  such  as  Pears'  unscented,  the  duty  will  bej 
the  same.  In  a  number  of  the  lower-priced  soaps  25  per  cent.  | 
will  be  considerably  less  than  the  previous  duty."  The 
Australian  Drug  Co.  mention  that  there  will  be  an  advance) 
in  the  cost  of  the  better  quality  soaps  of  Is.  to  2s.  doz.( 
Mr.  Allport  (Sayers,  Allport  Property,  Ltd.)  states  that 
in  the  case  of  Ashton  &  Parsons'  phosferine  his  firm,  as) 
agents,  are  not  making  any  change  in  prices  at  present.  He, 
considers  the  duty  on  filled  bottles  excessive.    As  regards! 
Allen  &  Hanburys'  Byno  preparations,  Maltine  and  Oppen  •] 
heimer's  preparations,  the  new  rates  will  not  be  so  heavuyj 
felt.    Mr.  Markell  thinks  that  Diamond  Dyes  will  go  ufj 
5  per  cent,  and  Tanglefoot  16  per  cent.      Mr.  Murrajj 
(Parke,  Davis  &  Co.)  thinks  that  at  present  there  will  to 
no  rise  in  the  price  of  Euthymol  toothpaste.    In  the  matte: , 
of  tariff,  it  is  stated  in  the  Melbourne  "  Argus  "  that  it  ii] 
practically  certain  that  considerable  reductions  are  to  be 
made  in  the  rates— this  being  gathered  from  the  discussior. 
that  took  place  in  the  Commonwealth  Parliament  01. 
August  27.    Cables  received  during  the  week  state  that  the' 
Tariff  Bill  submitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  01 
October  1  provides  for  Excise  duties— equal  to  half  th'j 
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I Customs  duty — against  manufacturers  not  paying  fair  wages 
or  charging  monopoly  prices,  and  establishes  a  Board  of 
Excise  to  investigate  labour  conditions  and  to  register 
factories.  It  also  applies  a  Commonwealth  trade  mark  to 
goods  made  under  reasonable  conditions. 

New  Zealand. 

Price  Eegulation. — A  meeting  has  been  held  in  Welling- 
j  ton  to  endeavour  to  remove  irregularities  existing  among 
chemists  in  retail  prices  of  patents.    Such  irregularities 
are  harmful  and  demoralising  to  the  professional  part  of 
the  business,  and  prevent  real  progress.    A  list  of  prices 
was  considered,  and  each  chemist  was  asked  to  hand  in 
suggestions.    No  prices  have  been  fixed  for  patents  stocked 
by  grocers,  but  when  uniformity  has  been  attained  among 
,  chemists  the  grocers  will  be  approached.    Assurances  have 
;'  been  received  that  the  grocers  would  welcome  any  reason- 
able proposal  from  the  chemists. 

Quackery-prevention  Bill. — In  introducing  the  Bill 
(see  0.  <k  D.,  September  21,  p.  462)  Mr.  Hornsby  said  it  has 
been  considerably  shortened  and  simplified.    He  congratu- 

Ilated  the  Government  on  the  effect  produced  by  the  Post 
Office  Act  of  last  Session.  Many  charlatans  have  been 
thereby  prevented  from  continuing  to  prey  upon  the  public. 
He  then  went  on  to  give  the  ingredients  of  sixty-two  pro- 
prietaries taken  from  a  British  source.  The  prices  of  the 
ingredients  were  said  to  be  not  more  than  Zd.  to  4^rf.  for 
(the  4-oz.  bottle;  not  one  would  cost  more  than 
6d.  for  the  4-oz.  bottle.  It  is  a  bad  thing  lor 
i  the  people  who  purchase  these  nostrums.  The  Bill 
|  would  prevent  the  charlatan  and  the  quack  from 
trading  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people.  Persons  suffering 
1  from  cancer,  consumption,  and  other  scourges  of  civilisa- 
I  tion,  when  they  see  these  atrocious  advertisements  in  the 
f  newspapers,  really  believe  that  the  villains  can  do  them 
some  good.  Some  deprive  themselves  of  furniture  and 
|  everything  else  they  have  in  the  world  in  order  to  get  these 
I  perfectly  useless  drugs.  It  is  a  shame  that  the  people  should 
1  be  victimised  in  this  way.  He  moved  that  a  Select  Com- 
I  mittee  be  appointed  to  take  evidence  and  report  on  the  Bill, 
j:  to  have  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  three  to  be  a 
Si  quorum;  the  committee  to  consist  of  Mr.  J.  Allen,  Hon. 
j  Mr.  Fowlds,  Messrs.  Gray,  Hanan,  Jennings,  R.  McKenzie, 
Mander,  Remington,  and  the  mover. 

A  Methylated  Spirit  Bill  has  been  introduced  into  the 
,  Legislative  Council  of  New  Zealand  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Millar, 
t  and  is  to  be  incorporated  with  the  Customs  Laws  Consolida- 
1  tion  Act,  1882.    i  he  principal  object  is  to  make  it  an  offence 
to  purify  methylated  spirit  in  any  way,  including  such 
methods  as  would  render  it  fit  for  use  as  perfume,  food,  or 
drink.    It  is  to  be  an  offence  to  possess  such  methylated 
spirit,  and  Clause  6  would  make  it  an  offence,  save  so  far  as 
is  otherwise  provided  by  regulations  to  be  made  under 
Clause  12  of  the  Bill,  to  use  methylated  spirit  as  an  in- 
gredient in  any  perfume,  toilet  preparation,  or  tincture,  or 
i  in  any  medicine,  whether  for  internal  or  external  applica- 
tion.  Machinery  clauses  are  added,  enabling  the  officers  of 
I  Customs  to  search  suspected  buildings,  purchase  samples, 
j  and  so  on.  Clause  12  gives  power  to  the  Minister  of  Customs 
to  make  regulations  prescribing  standards  for  methylated 
spirit  and  the  conditions  under  which  such  spirit  may  be 
manufactured,  used,  and  sold.    The  provisions  of  this  Bill 
!  •correspond  with  those  of  the  Spirits  Act  of  the  Common- 
j:  wealth  when  first  introduced,  but  they  were  modified  in 
passing  through  Parliament  so  as  to  allow  of  the  use  of 
methylated  spirit  for  liniments  and  for  veterinary  prepara- 
[j  tions.  Later  experience  shows  that  this  should  be  extended 
to  read  "liniments  and  other  medicines  for  external  use 
when  sufficiently  denatured  and  for  veterinary  prepara- 
tions." 

The  Pure  Food  Bill  (see  C.  <L-  D.,  September  7,  p.  398) 
"was  amended  in  one  or  two  important  particulars  in  its 
passage  through  Committee  in  the  Lower  House.  The 
I,  ■original  Bill  made  it  an  offence  to  sell  an  article  technically 
i  adulterated  without  fully  informing  the  purchaser  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  of  the  nature  of  the  adulteration.   This  has 
been  amended  by  adding  "unless  the  package  containing 
the  same  shall  have  conspicuously  printed  thereon  a  true 
i  description  of  the  composition  of  such  food  or  driig."  But 


the  provisions  of  this  sub-clause  are  made  subject  to  such 
exceptions  as  may  be  prescribed  by  regulations  made  by  the 
Governor-in-Council  and  gazetted.  The  Bill  originally  pro- 
vided that  it  should  be  no  defence  that  the  defendant  had 
no  knowledge  or  means  of  knowledge  that  the  sale  consti- 
tuted an  offence  against  the  Act.  This  is  modified  in  a  new 
clause  which  gives  the  defendant  the  right  to  prove  that  he 
took  all  reasonable  steps  to  ascertain  the  nature,  quality, 
quantity,  composition,  or  weight,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the 
article  sold  by  him.  In  the  same  way  the  provision  that  no 
warranty  should  be  any  defence  unless  given  or  made  in 
New  Zealand  is  modified  so  that  the  defendant  may  prove 
that  he  had  taken  reasonable  steps  to  ascertain,  and  did  in 
fact  believe  in  the  truth  of  the  matters  set  forth  in  the 
warranty  or  statement.  A  new  sub-clause  permits  of  the 
disposal  within  twelve  months  of  existing  stocks  and  all 
goods  purchased  before  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act 
lor  importation  providing  the  articles  are  otherwise  lawful, 
and  that  since  the  gazetting  of  any  regulation  nothing  has 
been  done  whereby  the  said  food  or  drug  fails  to  conform  to 
the  requirements  of  any  regulation.  The  effect  of  the  Bill 
on  the  trade  in  proprietary  medicines  was  made  clear  by  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Findlay,  Attorney-General,  in  speaking  of  the 
measure  on  the  second  reading  in  the  Legislative  Council. 
In  reply  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  George  he  said  :  "There  is  no 
shadow  of  doubt  that  patent  medicines  are  sold  in  the 
Colony  which  are  positively  injurious  to  the  man  who 
takes  them.  Are  you  going  to  allow  that ?  If  not,  how  are 
you  going  to  stop  it '!  There  are  patent  medicines  and 
patent  medicines;  some  are  good,  but  some  are  injurious. 
How  are  you  going  to  stop  the  injurious  ones  ?  If  you  take 
the  Bill  you  will  find  it  provides  reasonable  means  of  deal- 
ing with  the  injurious  ones  in  this  way  :  if  you  are  going  to 
sell  a  patent  medicine  which  has  an  ingredient  in  it  in- 
jurious to  health,  or  in  the  same  way  affects  the  proptr  nutri- 
tion of  other  elements  in  the  medicine — but  only  in  those 
cases — you  are  bound  to  set  out  what  it  contains.  I  will  put 
it  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  George  that  before  the  obligation  arises 
of  placing  upon  the  label  of  the  package  the  contents  of  the 
package  it  must  be  shown  as  against  the  defendant  that 
the  combination  is  adulteration  in  common  parlance — that 
there  is  something  in  the  combination  that  is  injurious  to 
the  person  who  is  taking  it.  That  is  a  pretty  heavy  burden 
for  the  prosecution  to  sustain.  And  if  one  is  selling  a  patent 
medicine  which  is  above  suspicion  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  no  obligation  to  put  the  contents  of  the  bottle  or  package 
on  the  bottle  or  wrapper.  The  first  clause  which  the  Hon. 
Mr.  George  quoted  is  Clause  13  : 

1.  Every  person  commits  an  offence  who  sells  any  adul- 
terated food  or  adulterated  drug  without  fully  informing  the 
purchaser  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  nature  of  the  adul- 
teration, unless  the  package  containing  the  same  shall  have 
conspicuously  printed  thereon  a  true  description  of  the  com- 
position of  such  food  or  drug. 
Then  you  find  in  Clause  16  what  constitutes  adulteration  : 

For  the  purposes  of  this  Act  any  food  or  drug  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  adulterated  : 

(a)  If  it  contains  or  is  mixed  or  diluted  with  any  sub- 
stance which  diminishes  in  any  manner  its  nutritive  or 
other  beneficial  properties  as  compared  with  such  article  in 
a  pure  and  normal  state  and  in  an  undeteriorated  and  sound 
condition  or  which  in  any  other  manner  operates  or  may 
operate  to  the  prejudice  or  disadvantage  of  the  purchaser 
or  consumer. 

I  submit  that,  although  that  is  admittedly  a  stringent 
clause,  a  beneficent  medicine  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  George 
describes  would  in  such  case  escape.  Again,  however,  I  am 
content  to  give  the  matter  further  consideration." 


MR.  BEALE'S  PROPOSALS. 

The  following  is  the  full  text  of  the  recommendations  made 
by  Mr.  O.  C.  Beale  in  his  report  to  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment, which  were  given  in  abstract  in  our  issue  of  Septem- 
ber 21 : 

I  recommend  as  follows : 

Control  of  Proprietary  Articles. 
1.  That  every  preparation,  whether  of  a  simple  substance  or 
of  compounded  substances,  for  the  prevention,  alleviation,  or 
cure  of  human  ailments,  when  issued  in  or  for  retail  sale  shall 
be  accompanied  by  the  formula  of  the  preparation  plainly  and 
legibly  expressed  upon  the  bottle,  label,  or  package  imme- 
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diately  containing  the  preparation,  in  such  wise  that  it  shall 
reach  the  purchaser  at  each  and  every  purchase.  The  formula 
shall  be  accurately  stated,  qualitatively  and  quantitatively,  in 
the  language,  descriptions,  and  abbreviations  usea  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  and  in  the  ordinary  nomenclature  of 
British  weights  and  measures.  If  any  non-ofhcial  drug  or 
substance  be  used  in  the  preparation  it  shall  be  plainly  de- 
scribed under  its  ordinary  name  or  customary  chemical  term, 
but  not  by  any  fancy  or  proprietary  name.  Penalty  for  im- 
perfect or  false  description,  with  recourse  against  original 
supplier  or  suppliers. 

2.  That  no  advertisement,  announcement,  persuasion,  recom- 
mendation, testimonial,  reference,  certificate  of  merit,  declara- 
tion of  merit  or  efficacy,  mark  of  distinction,  or  picture, 
symbol,  or  emblem  signifying  or  suggesting  any  of  these,  be 
permitted  upon  or  in  the  article  itself,  or  upon  the  bottle,  box, 
container,  cork,  capsule,  label,  or  attachment,  or  upon  the 
invoice,  bill,  advice,  notification,  or  otherwise,  by  any  device 
or  method  in  any  way  connected  with  or  relating  to  any  pro- 
prietary drug,  medicament,  curative  principle  or  contrivance. 

3.  That  no  advertisement,  announcement  (as  above)  of  any 
proprietary  or  secret  cure  be  permitted  in  any  newspaper, 
journal,  serial,  book,  pamphlet,  handbill,  poster,  wall-plate, 
or  by  painting,  impressing,  embossing,  or  otherwise  whereby 
it  may  be  made  known. 

4.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  transmit  by  mail  any  books, 
magazines,  periodicals,  newspapers,  circulars,  handbills, 
posters,  catalogues,  or  other  publications,  or  wrappers,  or 
labels,  which  in  any  of  the  foregoing  contain  announcements, 
testimonials,  recommendations,  representations,  or  assertions 
of  merit  of  any  cure  or  cure  system,  or  of  any  curative,  pre- 
ventive, or  alleviative  agent,  instrument,  or  device,  or  of 
toilet-preparations  or  agents  for  the  treatment  of  the  hair  or 
skin  in  health  or  disease,  or  of  any  saline  preparation,  or  food, 
or  drink,  or  other  thing  which  by  regulation  shail  be  declared 
to  be  cjusdem  generis,  and  of  which  the  nature,  contents,  in- 
gredients, and  mixing  or  construction  are  not  at  the  same 
time  fully  made  known  and  understandable  of  all  people. 
Representations  by  pictures  of  any  kind,  or  emblems,  are 
included. 

5.  That  letters  patent  be  granted  as  now  for  any  approved 
and  novel  formula  for  the  combination  of  drugs  and  for 
apparatus  of  any  approved  kind  for  the  prevention,  allevia- 
tion, or  cure  of  human  ailments.  Provided  that  no  patent  be 
granted  for  any  single  drug  or  agent  which  is  not  compounded, 
whether  it  be  natural,  extracted,  derived,  or  synthetic.  The 
inclusion  of  any  single  drug  or  agent  in  any  patentable  com- 
pound shall,  however,  give  no  exclusive  rights  over  that 
single  drug  or  agent  apart  from  the  patented  compound. 

6.  Compulsory  registration  of  every  proprietary  name  which 
is  applied  to  any  combination  as  aforesaid.  Provided  that  no 
copyright  for  any  name,  whether  descriptive,  fanciful,  or 
other,  be  granted  in  respect  of  any  chemical,  pharmaceutical, 
organic,  or  bacterial  preparation,  or  simple  or  compound  sub- 
stance for  external,  internal,  subcutaneous,  or  intravenous  use 
in  the  prevention,  alleviation,  or  cure  of  human  disorders  or 
injuries  of  any  kind,  or  in  respect  of  dermal  preparations  or 
mouthwashes  or  dental  applications,  or  anything  ejusdem 
f/eneris  with  the  foregoing;  what  is  cjusdem  generis  to  be 
decided  by  the  Commonwealth  Health  Office.  Any  alteration 
of  the  constituent  parts  or  proportions  shall  be  notified  and 
registered.  The  Registrar  shall  be  empowered  to  refer  the 
drug  and  its  formula  to  the  Commonwealth  Health  Office, 
who  shall  firstly  decide  as  to  whether  it  be  of  such  character 
as  may  with  safety  be  entrusted  to  inexperienced  and  unin- 
formed persons  for  the  purpose  of  self-treatment. 

7.  That  the  quality,  nature,  and  ascertained  properties  of 
the  components,  and  of  the  composition  itseif,  shall  be  such  as 
may  effect  the  prevention,  alleviation,  or  cure  claimed  by  the 
registered  proprietor.  Health  Office  to  decide,  but  the  permit 
shall  repudiate  any  guarantee  or  implication  of  efficacy. 

8.  Any  substance,  whether  simple  or  compound,  any  pre- 
paration or  application,  intended  for  the  prevention,  allevia- 
tion, or  cure  of  any  human  ailment,  when  such  article  is  im- 
ported into  the  Commonwealth,  shall  be  subject  to  such  pro- 
hibition, regulations,  restrictions,  requirements,  and  control 
in  general,  and  in  particular  as  apply  to  it  in  the  country 
whence  it  was  exported.  The  same  to  hold  good  of  foods, 
food-products,  drinks,  digestives,  and  other  articles  of  human 
consumption.  An  evasion  of  this  form  of  legislation  is  prac- 
ticable where  any  article  included  in  the  foregoing  can  be 
imported  in  part  only,  or  in  the  form  of  unmixed  constituents, 
or  only  in  a  stage  of  manufacture.  Notwithstanding,  a  wide 
control  is  exercisable,  and  the  necessity  for  adjustment  of 
local  regulations  to  cover  the  ground  will  be  self-indicated  as 
it  arises. 

Control  of  Drugs,  Medicines,  and  Apparatus. 

9.  The  adoption  of  a  policy  for  the  protection  of  the  nation's 
health  and  morals  similar  to  that  indicated  by  the  resolution 
of  the  German  Federal  Council,  with  its  appended  schedules. 
[These  are  given  in  the  report.]   The  specific  regulations  are 


clear  in  their  intent,  the  scheduled  drugs  and  preparations  are- 
familiar  to  and  are  daily  used  by  Australian  medical  men, 
surgeons,  and  pharmacists.  The  human  frame  is  the  same, 
the  ailments  are  the  same,  the  drugs  and  the  dangers  are  the 
same.  Their  pathology  is  common  to  us,  their  medical  and 
surgical  knowledge  and  practice  are  ours  also.  Therefore, 
in  the  control  of  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  practice  it  is  safe- 
only  to  follow  scientific  experience.  To  leave  these  in  anarchy 
and  chaos  is  the  worst  possible  position.  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  a  conference  be  held  of  the  heads  of  the  State  De- 
partments of  Health  with  the  object  of  devising  means  and. 
regulations  for  carrying  out  Commonwealth  and  State  legis- 
lation to  control  the  handling  and  the  sale  of  drugs  in  general, 
apart  from  patent  or  proprietary  drugs.  Ernest  efforts  have- 
been  persistently  made  by  the  workers  in  those  Departments, 
who  have  fought  during  many  years  an  unequal  battle  against, 
wrongs  herein  displayed.  As  has  been  shown,  they  have  met 
with  honourable  but  depressing  defeats  in  the  cause  of  recti- 
tude. These  very  defeats  contain  invaluable  lessons.  And  it 
is  desirable  that  legislation  and  administration  in  this  sphere- 
should  be  uniform  in  the  States. 

Contraband  Articles. 

10.  That  no  anti-conceptional  preparations,  or  articles  ex- 
pressly for  that  purpose,  be  held  for  sale  or  sold. 

11.  That  the  importation,  manufacture,  holding  for  sale,, 
sale,  hiring  out,  or  giving  away  of  objects  intended  for  in- 
decent interferences  with  the  sexual  organs  be  made  by  express- 
provision  a  felony. 

Commonwealth  Health  Office  and  Laboratories. 

12.  As  it  is  of  national  importance  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion into  Australia  of  epidemic  diseases  of  men  and  animals,, 
so  it  is  of  higher  importance  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
deleterious,  demoralising,  and  homicidal  drugs,  when  the 
nature  and  composition  are  not  fully  known,  'the  same  in 
some  cases  even  when  the  formula  is  attached,  or  when  the 
drugs  are  inert,  unsound,  not  to  a  stated  Governmental  stan- 
dard, or  when  adulterated  or  misnamed.  The  same  when 
qualities  or  virtues  are  claimed  by  packers  which  the  articles- 
do  not  possess,  as  in  the  case  of  many  alleged  cures,  digestives, 
and  so-called  pre-digested  foods.  Prohibition  is  needed, 
against  the  introduction  of  instruments,  appliances,  and  ap- 
plications, in  any  form,  for  which  extravagant  and  false  claims 
are  made  in  other  countries,  with  the  object  of  obtaining 
money  from  the  sick  or  afflicted,  there  and  here,  by  false  pre- 
tences. 

Protection  in  like  manner  is  needed  against  essences,  flavour- 
ings, colourings,  and  diluents,  to  which  are  attached  false 
names  and  claims. 

Cooking  utensils  with  glaze  or  enamel  containing  lead  are 
prohibited  in  Germany,  but  they  are  sold  without  check  in 
Australia.    Very  little  lead  suffices  to  poison,  and  lead-poison- 
ing is  a  subtle  misfortune,  too  little  suspected  (like  antimonial  J 
and  arsenical  poisoning)  by  doctors,  and  never  suspected  by 
those  who  doctor  themselves.    The  use  of  lead  in  collapsible  - 
tubes,  containing  anything  for  human  consumption,  is  also  ! 
prohibited  in  other  countries,  but  we  have  preferred  to  leave 
that  to  mercantile  respectability. 

Poisonings  are  recorded  from  malate  of  tin  in  canned, 
cherries.  Swindles  and  deceptions  of  endless  variety,  in  | 
packed  foods,  drinks,  and  other  articles  of  human  consump- 
tion, are  too  familiar  to  require  enumeration.  I  submit  for 
the  observation  of  your  Excellency  and  Parliament  a  series 
of  woollen  cloths  dyed  by  mere  immersion  in  sundry  jams  and 
jellies.  These  were  most  kindly  and  willingly  supplied  to  mei 
by  Dr.  Doolittle,  Chief  of  the  Food  Laboratories  (Bureau  of, 
Chemistry)  in  the  Appraiser's  Warehouse,  New  York.  It  is 
disputed  that  aniline  dyes  do  poison.  It  is  alleged  that  the; 
frequent  poisonings  consequent  upon  their  use  are  merely  due 
to  arsenical  admixture  during  their  preparation,  for  the: 
arsenic  "  ought  to  have  been  "  removed.  But  it  is  not  dis- 
puted that  articles  of  consumption  stained  with  aniline  colours,,1 
as  also  articles  of  wear  dyed  or  stained  in  like  manner,  havej 
caused  serious  and  rometimes  permanent  injuries.  In  the 
case  of  foods  the  likelihood  of  the  cause  of  trouble  being  sus-j 
pected  is  very  remote.  J 

For  the  purpose,  then,  of  effective  control,  to  be  conducted 
upon  uniform  lines  in  the  various  ports  of  the  Commonwealth, 
it  is  of  urgent  necessity  to  provide  a  bureau  of  chemistry! 
which  would  be  of  inestimable  service  in  the  preservation  of 
health  and  life  from  frauds  and  mistakes,  as  also  in  the i 
furtherance  of  agricultural  and  other  industry  within  the i 
Commonwealth.  There  is  a  field  of  ceaseless  activity  for  oui 
social,  industrial,  and  commercial  welfare  before  the  officer! 
of  such  an  institution.  As  already  remarked,  they  will  receive, 
and  can  interchange  valuable  information  at  all  times  frorr 
and  with  similar  Departments  of  foreign  Governments. 

And  upon  the  architraves  of  the  Commonwealth  Healtr 
Offices  should  be  engraved  the  ancient  proverb,  in  any  lan- 
guage that  will  be  most  effective. 

Wletivnao  am<rruv — "Remember  to  Distrust.'1' 
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Soutb  Hfdcan  1Ncws. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 

Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Customs  Decisions. — The  latest  tariff  decisions  in- 
clude :  Beetham's  glycerine  and  cucumber,  Lait  Larola, 
and  Crosse  &  Blackwell's  essence  of  rennet,  25  per  cent. 
ad  val.  Sulphur  candles  are  dutiable  at  15  per  cent.  On 
goods  manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom  3  per  cent,  ad 
val.  rebate  is  allowed. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Sheep-dips. — The  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  after  carrying  out  careful  experi- 
ments on  the  merits  of  the  various  sheep-dipping  materials, 
proprietary  and  otherwise,  now  before  the  public,  have 
decided  in  future  to  strongly  recommend  the  use  of  a 
mixture  made  up  in  the  following  proportions  :  5  lb. 
caustic  soda  (99  per  cent.),  20  lb.  flowers  of  sulphur 
(Brandram's  or  equally  good),  and  100  gals,  of  water. 
There  would  appear  to  be  a  likelihood  of  a  considerable 
demand  for  these  materials,  and  manufacturers  would  do 
well  to  communicate  with  the  Secretary,  Bloemfontein 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  direct  on  the  matter. 

Transvaal. 

Business  is  still  very  quiet  on  the  Rand,  wrote  a  corre- 
spondent on  September  8. 

Another  New  Pharmacy  has  been  started  in  Johannes- 
burg ;  it  is  the  Cent/al  Pharmacy  in  Eloff  Street,  and  is 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Koller,  late  of  Jeppes- 
town. 


Wednesday  afternoon.  He  would  advocate  that  the  shops 
be  closed  on  Wednesday  from  1  p.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  open 
again  between  6  p.m.  and  8  p.m.  He  thought  that  the  great 
desire  in  bringing  the  matter  up  was  to  give  the  necessary 
relief  to  assistants,  but  there  was  a  recommendation  that 
medical  requirements  might  be  supplied  on  special  call,  and 
if  the  special  was  allowed,  as  it  must  be,  every  principal 
was  bound  to  keep  his  assistant  in  the  shop  behind  the  closed 
door.   He  moved  : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Government  that  chemists' 
and  druggists'  shops  be  closed  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thurs- 
days, and  Fridays  not  later  than  8  p.m.  ;  Wednesdays  from 
1  p.m.  to  6  p.m.,  reopening  again  from  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m.  ;  and 
that  the  shops  be  closed  on  Saturdays  not  later  than  9  p.m. 
On  Sundays  the  shop  to  be  opened  two  hours  in  the  morning 
and  two  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Behrman  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  on  four  days 
of  the  week  the  closing  hour  be  8  p.m.,  on  Saturdays  9  p.m., 
and  Wednesdays  1  p.m.  with  no  reopening.  Mr.  Joseph 
Heymann  moved,  as  a  further  amendment,  that  in  the  pro- 
posed new  law  relating  to  shop-hours  the  business  of 
chemists  be  exempted  from  all  restrictions  in  regard  to 
hours. — This  amendment  failed  to  find  a  seconder.  On  a 
vote  being  taken,  Mr.  Behrman's  amendment  was  lost,  and 
thereafter  Mr.  Owen  Jones's  resolution  was  carried  unani- 
mously. After  considerable  discussion  it  was  unanimously 
agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clarke,  to  limit  the  hours  for 
keeping  open  shop  on  Sundays  and  holidays  to  two  in  the 
morning,  and  two  in  the  evening,  such  hours  to  be  arranged 
to  suit  the  requirements  of  any  particular  district ;  the 
arrangement  to  come  into  force  on  the  following  Sunday. 


IRew  'Boohs. 


These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


A  Manual  of  Venereal  Diseases.  By  officers  of  the  Royal 
Army  Medical  Corps.    7ix4|.    Pp.  292.    5s.net.  (Frowde.) 

Alembic  Club  Reprints.  No.  17,  Medico-Physical  Works, 
being  a  translation  of  "  Tractatus  Quinque  Medico-Physici," 
by  John  Mayow,  LL.D.,  M.D.  Octavo.  Pp.  331  and 
plates.  5s.  (Edinburgh  :  Thin  ;  London  :  Simpkin,  Marshall 
&  Co.)  [This  magnum  opus  makes  Mayow  at  last  accessible 
to  English  readers.  His  chemical  observations  in  regard  to 
the  air  have  of  late  years  been  resurrected  by  those  who  have 
rediscovered  the  facts  which  he  elucidated  more  than  two 
centuries  ago.  The  Alembic  Club  has  done  excellent  service 
by  giving  us  the  man's  complete  works.  There  is,  of  course, 
much  that  is  nonsensical  and  curious  in  the  book,  but  there 
are  passages  in  it  which  might  have  been  written  with  the 
knowledge  of  to-day,  and  it  is  well  that  we  should  have  both 
sides,  as  otherwise  readers  might  have  had  an  exaggerated 
idea  of  Mayow's  modernity.] 

Bailey,  R.  D.  The  Brewer's  Analyst:  A  Systematic  Hand- 
book of  Analysis  Relating  to  Brewing  and  Malting.  Illus. 
8|x5i.    Pp.  434.    12s.  6cZ.  net.    (K.  Paul.) 

Bradley,  Edith,  and  Crooke,  May.  The  Book  of  Fruit- 
bottling.    7|x5.    Pp.  116.    2s.  6d.  net.  (Lane.) 

Gibson,  C.  R.  The  Romance  of  Modern  Photography :  Its 
Discoveries  and  Inventions.    8x5.    Pp.346.    5s.  (Seeley.) 

Munro,  Andrew.  Bookkeeping  Down  to  Date.  4th  edit 
7x4^.  Pp.  336.  With  appendices.  2s.  6d.  (Effingham 
Wilson.)  [A  wonderful  half-crown's  worth.  Contains  a  con- 
densed guide  to  income-tax,  including  the  new  regulations 
and  chapters  on  bills  and  cheques,  joint  accounts,  consign- 
ments, partnership,  departmental  and  contract  accounts, 
private  ledgers,  flotation  of  limited  companies  (modern 
method),  share  ledgers,  etc.,  double  account  system,  homo  and 
foreign  branches,  sectional  balancing,  income-tax,  cost  ac- 
counts, bankruptcy  accounts,  original  exercises,  questions 
examination  tests,  banking,  bank  rate  and  foreign  exchanges 
and  foreign  banking,  extensive  glossary  of  business  terms, 
recovery  of  debt  111  Scotland,  and  books  of  account  as  evidence 
in  Law  Courts.] 

Partridge,  W.  The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Disin- 
fectants.   7^x5.    Pp.66.    2s.6rf.net.    (Sanitary  Pub.  Co.) 

Thomson,  J.  J.  The  Corpuscular  Theory  of  Matter.  8|x5i. 
Pp.  180.    7s.  bd.  net.  (Constable.) 


536 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


October  5.  1907 


Xcoal  "Reports. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Poison  by  Post. 
At  Leyburn  Police  Court  on  September  27,  before  Lord 
Bolton  and  other  justices,  William  Herbert  Hammond, 
chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  in  business  at  Leyburn,  was 
charged  with  selling  strychnine  on  August  23  without 
making  an  entry  of  the  name  of  the  purchaser  in  his  poisons- 
book,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  Section  17. 

Superintendent  B.  Holmes  said  he  was  instructed  to  pro- 
secute Mr.  Hammond  under  Section  17  of  the  Act  for  not 
entering  the  sale  of  this  poison  in  his  poisons-book.  On 
August  23  Mr.  Hammond,  who  was  then  in  business  in 
Leyburn,  received  a  letter  from  Redcar,  ordering  sixpenny- 
worth  of  strychnine,  and  he  supplied  it  by  post,  but  had 
failed  to  enter  it  in  his  poisons-book.  He  could  call  Mat- 
thew Cousins,  who  received  the  poison,  and  Acting-Ser- 
geant Walker,  who  inspected  Mr.  Hammond's  poisons-book 
on  August  30.  but  found  no  entry  of  the  sale  of  this  par- 
ticular poison. 

Mr.  C.  Horner,  who  defended,  apologised  for  the  absence 
of  defendant,  who  had  a  pharmacy  at  Worcester,  and  to 
attend  the  court  meant  a  loss  of  three  days'  time,  besides 
the  expense.  He  had  to  admit  the  facts,  and  also  that  Mr. 
Hammond  had  been  guilty  of  an  indiscretion,  as  there 
appeared  to  be  no  entry  of  this  sale  in  his  poisons-book.  He 
asked  the  Bench  to  deal  leniently  with  defendant,  as  Mr. 
Hammond  had  previously  supplied  poison  to  the  same 
person,  who  was  a  gamekeeper  at  Redcar,  and  used  the 
poison  to  destroy  vermin.  The  letter  ordering  the  poison 
he  put  within  the  leaves  of  his  poisons-book,  and  left  it 
there.  He  asked  the  Bench  to  treat  the  charge  as  a  tech- 
nical offence,  and  only  impose  a  nominal  fine. 

The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  1/.,  with  19s.  costs. 

Harrison's  Reliable  Nursery  Pomade. 

At  Bow  County  Court  on  October  2.  before  Judge  Smyly, 
K.C.,  Clement  Randall,  drug-store  keeper,  364  Katherine 
Road,  East  Ham,  was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  for  a  penalty  of  5/.  for  selling 
poison,  he  not  being  registered  under  the  Act.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Quarrell  appeared  for  the  Society. 

At  the  outset  of  the  case  the  defendant  denied  that  he 
was  the  person  who  had  sold  the  substance  in  question,  but 
Mr.  Quarrell  said  he  would  be  able  to  prove  the  defendant's 
identification  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt. 

George  Waldock,  an  inspector  of  the  Society,  then  proved 
the  purchase  on  May  10  of  a  bottle  of  "  Harrison's  Reliable 
Nursery  Pomade."  He  was  quite  certain  (in  spite  of  de- 
fendant's denial)  that  he  was  the  person  who  sold  him  the 
pomade.  Since  the  sale  had  been  effected  witness  had  gone 
to  the  shop  with  Mr.  Quarrell's  clerk,  and  he  then  noticed 
that  the  defendant  had  shaved  off  his  moustache,  and  his 
hair  was  2  in.  shorter.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Quarrell  mentioned  that  the  pomade  was  extensively 
used  in  London,  and  contained  veratrine,  a  poisonous  vege- 
table alkaloid. 

Mr.  Quarrell's  clerk  said  he  went  to  the  defendant's  shop 
about  a  fortnight  ago  to  serve  the  defendant  with  a  sub- 
poena to  appear  that  day,  together  with  the  usual  conduct- 
money. The  defendant  then  said  the  matter  had  nothing  to 
do  with  him,  and  denied  that  his  name  was  Clement  Randall. 
As  witness  left  the  shop  the  defendant's  mother  said, 
"  We  don't  want  vour  money."  She  then  threw  ine  shilling 
at  him — (laughter) — but  witness  did  not  pick  it  up. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tickle  said  the  box  of  pomade  contained 
1§  grain  of  veratrine.  If  anybody  took  the  contents  of  the 
box  death  would  ensue.  In  reply  to  his  Honour,  witness 
said  a  quarter  of  it  would  kill. 

Defendant  examined  the  box,  and  pointed  out  that  ii  did 
not  say  it  contained  that  amount  of  poison. 

His  Honour  •  No ;  if  it  contains  such  a  dangerous  sub- 
stance as  that  they  are  not  likely  to  advertise  it.  But  the 
label  reads:  "This  pomade  is  now  labelled  poison,  but 
is  quite  harmless  in  use."  The  defendant  must  have  known 
that  it  was  poisonous. 

Defendant  :  I  did  not  sell  it. 

His  Honour  said  he  could  not  come  to  any  other  conclusion 


than  that  the  defendant  sold  this  pomade,  and  judgment 
would  be  given  to  the  Society  for  5^.,  and  costs. 

Illegal  Use  of  Title. 
At  the  same  court  on  October  2,  Charles  Herbert  Benter- 
man,  drug-store  keeper,  368  High  Road,  Leyton,  was  sued 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  the  recovery  of  a 
penalty  of  51.  in  respect  of  his  having  exhibited  the  title 
of  chemist  outside  his  shop. 

Mr.  Quarrell  appeared  for  the  Society  and  Mr.  H.  G. 
Robertson  for  the  defendant. 

George  Waldock  stated  in  evidence  that  on  May  18  he 
visited  the  shop,  and  over  the  door  was  the  title  "  C.  H. 
Benterman's  Drug-stores,"  but  on  a  lamp  outside  the  shop 
there  was  the  title  "Lewis,  chemist"  on  one  side  and 
"  Lewis,  druggist,"  on  the  other.  Witness  went  into  the 
shop  and  made  a  purchase. 

Mr.  Robertson  :  But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
case.   I  will  admit  that  he  was  the  lessee  of  the  shop. 

His  Honour  :  The  evidence  may  be  material,  and  I  will 
admit  it. 

Witness  went  on  to  say  that  he  purchased  a  bottle  of 
camphorated  oil,  then  asked  for  a  bottle  of  Winslow's 
soothing-syrup.  Defendant  said  he  did  not  keep  it  at  that 
shop,  but  it  could  be  obtained  at  the  shop  on  the  other  side 
of  the  road.  He  took  the  money  for  this  article  and  gave 
witness  an  order  to  obtain  the  syrup  from  the  other  shop, 
which  he  did.  Cross-examined,  witness  said  he  did  not 
know  that  the  lamp  had  since  been  removed. 

Mr.  Robertson  contended  that  if  any  offence  had  been 
committed  it  was  simply  a  technical  one.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  year  the  defendant  entered  into  negotiations  for 
taking  the  lease  of  the  shop  from  Mr.  Lewis,  and  the  agree- 
ment was  signed  on  April  14.  He  then  gave  instructions  to 
one  contractor  to  remove  the  facia  from  over  the  shop-front, 
and  another  contractor  was  asked  to  supply  a  new  lamp. 
Unfortunately  the  latter  contractor  did  not  do  this  till 
May  22.  and  Mr.  Benterman  had  to  suffer  for  the  negligence 
of  the  contractor. 

Evidence  in  support  of  this  statement  was  given  by  the 
defendant  and  the  contractor,  and  counsel  then  asked  that 
the  case  might  be  settled  on  payment  of  costs. 

His  Honour  :  Have  I  any  discretion  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  Robertson  :  The  section  says  he  shall  be  liable  to  a 
penalty,  but  it  does  not  say  that  your  Honour  shall  enforce 
it. 

His  Honour  :  Will  the  Society  arrange  terms  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Quarrell  :  We  could  not 'do  that.  The  Society  is  not 
in  the  habit  of  compounding  in  any  of  these  cases. 

His  Honour  :  But  in  this  case  it  appears  to  have  been  a 
slip  more  than  anything  else. 

Mr.  Quarrell  :  But  the  exhibition  of  these  lamps  is 
a  much  more  important  matter  than  my  friend  thinks. 

His  Honour  :  I  agree  that  it  is  of  very  great  importance, 
and  the  only  thing  that  differentiates  it  from  other  cases  is 
that  he  took  steps  to  have  the  lamp  taken  clown.  However, 
I  am  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  Act,  and  there  will  be 
judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  for  51.,  and  costs. 


Veterinary  Surgeons  Act. 

"  Canine  and  Feline  Medical  Expert." 
At  the  Feltham  Petty  Sessions  on  September  30,  William  J. 
Wilson,  Warwick  House,  Ashford,  was  summoned  at  the  , 
instance  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  for 
unlawfully  taking  and  using  the  addition  and  description 
"canine   and    feline   medical   expert,"   thereby  holding 
himself  out  as  especially  qualified  to  practise  a  branch  of  j 
veterinary  medicine.     Mr.  Moreton  Smith  appeared  on 
behalf  of  the  College,  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Rooth  defended.— Mr. 
Smith,  in  opening  the  case,  explained  that  it  was  taken 
under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Act,  the  defendant  not , 
being  regis  tered  under  it,  nor  did  he  hold  the  veterinary 
certificate  of  the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  ot ; 
Scotland.    He  carried  on  practice  at  Ashford,  and  described 
himself  as  a  canine  and  feline  expert,  advertising  consider- 
ably and  holding  appointments  to  certain  cat  and  dog  clubs,  , 
as  well  as  keeping  a  sanatorium  for  sick  dogs  and  cats. 
Counsel  submitted  that  the  description  used  by  the  de- 1 
fendant  could  only  mean  that  he  held  himself  out  as 
specially  skilled  in  the  diseases  of  cats  and  dogs.—  i  ormai ; 
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evidence  was  called  to  prove  that  the  defendant  had  treated 
a  dog  taken  to  him,  and  the  receipt  for  1/.  which  was  paid 
on  first  taking  the  dog  bore  the  inscription  ' '  W.  J.  Wilson 
&  Co.,  Canine  and  Feline  Medical  Experts  and  Veterinary 
Manufacturers,  Ashford,  Middlesex."  A  certificate  was 
also  given  to  the  effect  that  the  animal  was  suffering  from 
kidney  trouble. — Mr.  Rooth,  for  the  defence,  urged  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show  that  the  de- 
fendant, represented  himself  to  be  especially  qualified  to 
practise  a  branch  of  veterinary  surgery.  He  quoted  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary 
Surgeons  v.  Groves  by  Mr.  Justice  Day  and  Mr.  Justice 
Lawrance,  in  which  the  respondent  had  used  the  title 
"veterinary  chemist."  The  College  prosecuted  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  used  a  description  implying  that'  he 
was  a  veterinary  practitioner,  or  was  specially  qualified  to 
practise  veterinary  surgery.  The  contention  of  the  College 
was  rejected  by  the  Magistrates  and  upheld  by  the  High 
Court.  Mr.  Rooth  contended  that  that  decision  should 
apply  in  this  case,  and  argued  that  the  description  "  canine 
and  feline  expert "  is  not  an  offence  against  the  Act ;  that 
the  meaning  of  the  word  "expert"  is  a  man  who  is  ex- 
perienced, and  whether  it  be  in  connection  with  dogs  or 

i  anything  else,  a  man  with  experience  and  knowledge  is 
entitled  to  use  it.  The  evidence  for  the  defence  was  to 
the  effect  that  the  defendant  had  never  us:ed  the  description 

||  "M.R.C.V.S."  On  one  occasion  that  title  had  been  applied 
to  him  in  a  catalogue  of  the  Southern  Counties  Cat  Show, 
but  he  immediately  wrote  to  several  publications  denying 
that  he  belonged  to  the  Royal  College.  The  Magistrates 
found  the  charge  proved,  and  fined  the  defendant  20s.,  in- 
cluding costs. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Lime-water  and  Camphorated  Oil. 
At  Exeter  Police  Court  on  September  27,  Wm.  Forward 
Pearce,  chemist  and  druggist,  South  Street,  was  summoned 
for  selling  lime-water  deficient  in  calcium  hydroxide  to  the 
extent  of  46  per  cent.,  and  camphorated  oil  deficient  in 
camphor  to  the  extent  of  78  per  cent.  Mr.  W.  L.  Brown, 
for  defendant,  admitted  the  sale  and  the  analyst's  certifi- 
cates, but  explained  that  at  the  time  of  the  sale  defendant 
was  away  on  holiday.  He  employed  an  assistant  to  look 
after  the  shop  in  his  absence,  and  he  sold  the  camphorated 
oil  and  lime-water  from  stock  bottles  not  properly  made  up 
for  sale.  The  Magistrates  imposed  a  fine  of  11.  in  respect  of 
the  lime-water,  and  10s.  in  respect  of  the  camphorated  oil, 
with  costs  in  each  case. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Cattle  Medicines. 
In  the  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  September  26,  before 
Judge  Smyly,  K.C.,  the  London  and  Provincial  Horse  and 
Cattle  Medicine  Co.,  138  Stoke  Newington  Road,  sued  J. 
Saunders,  of  19  Beaufoy  Road,  Plaistow,  to  recover 
3Z.  14s.  6d.  for  medicines  supplied.  Mr.  Blake,  represent- 
ing the  plaintiffs,  said  that  he  took  the  order  from  the 
defendant  at  Southend  on  October  1,  1906,  the  defendant 
giving  the  name  of  Clark.  He  was  introduced  to  him  by 
another  customer.  The  goods  supplied  were  medicines, 
embrocations,  and  liniments.  The  defendant  denied  giving 
the  order,  and  said  it  was  a  man  named  Clark,  who  was  with 
mm  at  the  time.  The  goods  were  delivered  to  Clark,  but 
not  to  him.  After  a  good  deal  of  talk  his  Honour  gave 
judgment  for  the  plaintiffs,  with  costs. 

Soap  and  Polish. 
In  the  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  October  1,  before  Judge 
kmyly,  K.C.,  Messrs.  A.  Friedheim  &  Co.,  34  Amhurst 
Koad  Hackney,  N.E.,  importers,  sued  Adolf  Kennedy  and 
Miss  Lome  Bishop,  formerly  trading  as  A.  Kennedy  &  Co 
now  as  Kennedy  &  Son  and  Bishop  &  Co.,  159  Kingsland 
Road,  for  27/.  7s.  Zd.,  cartage  on  soap  and  other  goods  sup- 
a  Groser,  barrister,  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs, 

and  Mr.  Moses  for  the  defence.  Mr.  Groser  said  that  the 
defendant  got  the  plaintiffs  to  send  to  the  Continent  for  a 
quantity  of  soap,  metal-polish,  and  cosmetics,  and  it  was 
understood  that  the  defendant  was  to  pay  5  per  cent,  com- 
mission on  the  invoice-prices.  When  the  soap  came  to  hand 
tne  defendant  refused  it,  but  afterwards  had  it  back  again 


Double  carting  was  thus  incurred.  Friedheims  pressed  for 
payment,  as  they  said  they  wished  to  pay  their  principal  in 
Germany,  but  could  not  until  they  were  paid  by  the  defend- 
ant. Various  excuses  were  made,  but  subsequently  defendant 
ordered  150  gross  of  metal-polish  and  5  cases  of  cosmetics, 
plaintiffs  receiving  10/.  on  account,  which  was  afterwards 
put  against  a  bill.  As  the  defendant  did  not  pay 
plaintiff,  he  had  to  give  a  bill  to  Mr.  Lepzine,  from  whom 
he  obtained  the  goods  on  the  Continent,  and  this  got  into 
the  hands  of  the  defendant,  who  was  now  desirous  of  setting 
it  off  against  the  plaintiffs'  claim  to  the  amount  of  11/.  6s.  6d. 
For  the  defence,  Mr.  Kennedy  explained  that  there  was  an 
arrangement  between  the  parties  whereby  defendant  dis- 
counted the  bills.  When  defendant  heard  of  the  11/.  bill  he 
communicated  with  the  Continental  firm,  paid  for  every- 
thing he  had  had,  and  they  sent  him  the  bill  drawn  by  the 
plaintiffs  for  him  to  collect.  He  now  claimed  for  the  amount. 
Eventually  Judge  Smyly  found  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the 
14/.  6s.  6d..  and  found  for  defendants  on  the  counterclaim 
of  11/.  6s.  6d.,  with  interest^to  October  1. 


38anKruptq>  IReport. 

Mary  Anne  Lawrence,  59  Station  Road.  Erdington,  War- 
wick, trading  as  a  Druggist. — The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors 
of  this  debtor  was  held  on  September  26  at  the  Official  Re- 
ceiver's offices,  191  Corporation  Street,  Birmingham,  when  no 
resolutions  were  passed,  and  the  estate  therefore  remains  with 
the  Official  Receiver.  The  deficiency  was  stated  at  121/.,  the 
liabilities  amounting  to  158/.,  and  was  attributed  to  bad  trade, 
heavy  expenses,  law-costs,  loss  through  burglary,  and  giving 
too  much  for  the  Erdington  business.  Debtor  had  not  kept 
proper  books,  and  was  not  aware  of  her  insolvency  until  July 
last,  when  she  lost  62/.  by  the  burglary.  The  following  are 
creditors:  N.  V.  J.  Lawrence,  Bearwood  (50/.);  C.  .James, 
Birmingham  (20/.) ;  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  Leicester  (13/.) ; 
Miss  R.  Stroudley,  Bournville  (25/.) ;  Mrs.  Emma  Turner, 
Aston  (101.) ;  W.  J.  C.  White  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Birmingham  (10/.). 


(Sasette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Duckworth,  J.,  and  Duckworth,  T..  under  the  style  of  J. 
Duckworth  &  Sons,  Leicester,  aerated-water  manufac- 
turers and  botanical  brewers. 

Isaac,  G.  W..  and  Isaac,  H.  O.,  under  the  style  of  G.  W.  Isaac  & 
Son,  Clifton,  Bristol,  pharmaceutical  chemists. 

Lambert,  P.,  Sutton,  H.  M.,  and  Gibb,  G.  A.,  under  the  style 
of  Lambert,  Sutton  &  Gibb,  Queen's  Road.  Finsbury 
Park,  London,  N.,  Manor  Road,  Stamford  Hill,  N.,  and 
Mildmay  Park,  Islington,  N.,  general  medical  prac- 
titioners. 

Naylor,  T.,  and  Luck,  R..  under  the  style  of  Naylor  &  Luck, 
Denmark  Street,  W.C.,  photographic-apparatus  manu- 
facturers. 

Smithers,  W.,  and  Beilby,  R.  E.,  under  the  style  of  Smithers 
&  Beilby,  Dorking,  Surrey,  veterinary  surgeons. 

Taylor,  W.  J.,  and  Taylor,  E.  H.  P.,  under  the  style  of  W.  J. 
Taylor  and  E.  H.  P.  Taylor,  Store  Street,  Bedford 
Square,  W.C.,  dental  surgeons. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  s8oo. 

Adjudications. 

Hunt,  Herbert  George,  St.  Kilda's  Road,  Stoke  Newington, 

London,  N.,  chemist. 
Niven,  John  Lang,  Withernsea,  York,  physician  and  surgeon. 


IRew  Compamea  ant)  Company  IReivs. 

Alexander  M.  Smith  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  15,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  oil  importers 
and  manufacturers  recently  carried  on  by  Alexander  M.  Smith 
&  Co.  in  Kent  Street,  Liverpool. 

Vixol,  Ltd.— Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire  from  H.  F.  Hoveler  the  rights  to  manufacture  and  sell 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere  a  secret  preparation 
known  as  "Vixol,"  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  asthma,  etc.; 
also  the  "Vixol  Atomiser,"  and  all  other  appliances  in  con- 
nection therewith.  Registered  office.  Tandem  Works,  Merton 
Abbey,  S.W. 
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W.  D.  Morris,  Ltd.— Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  246  High  Road,  Willes- 
den  Green,  N.W.,  by  W.  D.  Morris,  and  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  wholesale  and  retail  druggists,  chemists,  drysalters, 
oil  and  colour  men,  dealers  in  photographic,  scientific,  and 
other  apparatus  and  materials,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  (each 
with  one  share)  are :  W.  D.  Morris,  manufacturing  chemist ; 
Eva  Morris  ;  W.  A.  Bennett,  printer  ;  J.  A.  Bennett,  designer  ; 
J.  H.  Williams,  chemist's  assistant ;  R.  H.  Richards,  chemist 
and  druggist ;  H.  J.  Foster,  chemist  and  druggist ;  and  G. 
Brown,  jun.,  chemist  and  druggist.  No  initial  public  issue. 
W.  D.  Morris  is  the  first  general  manager.  Qualification, 
100  shares.  Registered  office,  246  High  Road,  Willesden 
Green,  N.W. 

Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd. — Capital  50,000/.,  in  1/.  shares 
(25,000  6-per-cent.  cumulative  preference).  Objects  :  To  adopt 
an  agreement  between  H.  Potter,  C.  G.  Clarke,  H.  A.  Potter, 
and  R.  C.  Wren,  all  of  60  to  64  Artillery  Lane,  London,  of 
the  one  part,  and  C.  T.  Wren  (for  the  company)  of  the  other 
part,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  drug-merchants,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  importers  of  herbs,  roots,  and  bark,  etc. 
The  first  subscribers  are :  H.  Potter,  C.  G.  Clarke,  H.  A. 
Potter,  R.  C.  Wren,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Potter,  Mrs.  R.  Clarke. 
Mrs.  A.  Potter,  and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Wren.  No  initial 
public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  H.  Potter,  C.  G.  Clarke, 
H.  A.  Potter,  and  R.  C.  Wren.  Qualification,  1,000/.  shares  or 
stock.  Remuneration,  1,400/.  per  annum  and  30  per  cent,  of 
the  net  profits,  after  providing  for  said  remuneration,  depre- 
ciation, bad  debts,  etc.,  divisible.    Secretary,  C.  T.  Wren. 

Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.— The  warrants  for  the 
dividend  on  the  preference  shares  due  on  October  1  have  been 
posted. 

Meggeson  &  Co..  Ltd.— The  warrants  for  the  final  dividend 
on  the  ordinary  shares  and  for  interest  on  debentures  and 
preference  shares  were  posted  on  October  1. 

Scottish  Cyanide  Co.,  Ltd.— At  an  extraordinary  general 
meeting  in  Edinburgh  on  October  2  it  was  resolved  to  volun- 
tarily wind  up  this  company,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Lawrie,  Leven, 
was  appointed  liquidator. 


fIDarriaocs. 


Bingham — Carson. — On  September  25,  at  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  father,  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Davey,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  David  Hanson,  John  Alexander  Bingham, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  the  Medical  Hall,  Main  Street, 
Larne,  second  son  of  James  Bingham,  Lacken,  to  Ester 
Jane  (Essie),  third  daughter  of  William  G.  Carson, 
Windsor  Crescent,  Belfast. 

Cooling — Chamiers. — At  the  Methodist  Free  Church, 
Kimberley,  Notts,  on  October  2,  William  Arthur  Cooling, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Eastwood,  Notts,  to  Lizzie,  younger 
daughter  of  Mr.  Alfred  Chambers,  Eastwood,  Notts. 

Dix^n — Allan. — At  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square, 
London,  W.,  on  September  25,  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Sanderson, 
M.A.Cantab.,  Walter  Ernest  Dixon,  M.A.,  M.D.,  of  Down- 
ing College,  Cambridge,  and  King's  College,  London, 
younger  son  of  the  late  Robert  Bland  Dixon,  of  Darling- 
ton, to  Hope  Glen  only  daughter  of  Mr.  Francis  Glen 
Allan,  of  Barry  Road,  Dulvich. 

Finlayson — Davidson. — At  County  Hotel,  Edinburgh, 
on  September  24,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Drummond,  Edinburgh, 
James  Finlayson  (of  Harkness,  Beaumont  &  Co.,  Edin- 
burgh), to  Jessie,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  David- 
son, Kirkland. 

Keatinge — Wells. — At  Harold's  Cross  Church,  on  Sep- 
tember 21,  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Jennings,  M.A.,  rector, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Cave,  M.A.,  Charles  Tancred, 
eldest  son  of  the  late  Charles  Sedgwick  Keatinge,  to  Annie 
Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  James  Wells,  L.P.S.I., 
52  Upper  Sackville  Street,  and  Mrs.  Wells,  Maxwell  Road, 
Rathgar. 

Kellam — Read. — At  Park  Baptist  Church,  Great  Yar- 
mouth, on  September  26,  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Kellam,  brother 
of  the  bridegroom,  Edward  Henry  Kellam,  chemist, 
Beccles,  to  Mina,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Read, 
Nelson  Road,  Great  Yarmouth. 

Langley — Smith. — At  Wellingborough  Parish  Church,  on 
September  25,  Francis  Langley,  son  of  Mr.  J.  Langley, 
Kirton  (Lines),  to  Lucy  Thompson,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
J.  T.  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  Wellingborough. 


Neill — Walfoed. — At  Malvern  Wells,  on  September  3, 
by  the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Walters,  Ernest  A.  Neill, 
chemist,  Colwyn  Bay  and  Rhos-on-Sea,  to  Alice  Eleanor, 
elder  daughter  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Walford,  of  Malvern  Wells. 

Stainsby— Harvey. — At  Holy  Trinity,  Nottingham,  by 
the  Rev.  F.  W.  Paul,  M.A.,  F.  Stainsby,  chemist,  Bank  Top. 
Pharmacy,  Darlington,  to  Edith  Nellie,  daughter  of  Mr.  G. 
Harvey,  Woodville,  Nottingham. 


DcatDs. 


Caw. — At  Roseville,  Cupar-Fife,  on  September  27,  Mr, 
John  Caw,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-eight.  Mr. 
Caw  was  one  of  Scotland's  veteran  pharmacists,  his  name- 
being  known  to  several  generations  of  Fife-folk.  He  was- 
born  in  Stanley.  Perthshire,  and  served  his  apprenticeship 
with  Messrs.  Dandie,  Newby,  &  Dandie,  Perth.  After  his- 
apprenticeship  he  was  with  Messrs.  Duncan  &  Flockhart, 
North  Bridge,  Edinburgh,  until  1858,  when  he  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  Edwards  in  Cupar,  Fife.  This  he 
carried  on  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  was  highly  respected 
by  the  people  of  the  county  town.  He  retired  about  a  dozen 
years  ago,  and  is  survived  by  Mrs.  Caw  and  three  grown-up 
children. 

Condy. — We  reported  last  week  the  death  at  Folkestone 
on  September  24  of  Mr.  Henry  Bollman  Condy,  the  in- 
ventor of  Condy's  fluid.  Mr.  Condy  was  the  son  of  Mr. 
George  Condy,  a  barrister, 
who  had  been  one  of  the 
"Times"  literary  staff, 
and  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed a  Commissioner  in 
Bankruptcy ;  he  also  be- 
came the  proprietor  of  the 
"Manchester  and  Salford 
Advertiser."  He  married 
a  daughter  of  Colonel  Foot, 
of  the  Scots  Greys,  and 
their  son,  Henry  Bollmann, 
was  born  in  Sloane  Street 
in  the  year  1826.  In  due 
time  he  entered  Brompton 
Grammar  School,  and  had 
among  his  schoolfellows 
the  brothers  Kingsley 
(Charles  and  Henry),  as 
well  as  Richard  Garnett, 
who  afterwards  became  the  well-known  litterateur  and 
librarian  of  the  British  Museum.  Mr.  Fagan,  of  the 
Museum,  was  also  a  schoolfellow.  When  Mr.  Condy  was 
seventeen  his  mother  inherited  from  Dr.  Bollmann,  the 
Hungarian  scientist,  a  chemical  factory  which  he  had 
established  in  Battersea.  This  circumstance  determined 
Mr.  Condy's  career,  for  his  mother  continued  the  factory 
under  the  firm-name,  Foot  &  Co.,  and  he  assisted  her  in 
its  management.  To  fit  him  for  the  duties  he  entered 
the  Royal  College  of  Chemistry  in  Oxford  Street,  shortly 
after  Professor  A.  W.  Hofmann  took  charge  of  it. 
Frederick  Abel,  William  Perkin,  and  other  students  who 
became  famous  chemists  worked  at  the  same  benches  with 
him.  His  studies  at  the  Royal  College  were  of  great  ser- 
vice to  Mr.  Condy,  especially  in  directing  him  to  other  lines 
of  work  than  those  followed  in  Foot  &  Co.'s  factory,  where 
the  production  of  acids,  especially  acetic  acid,  was  the  basis 
of  the  business.  One  of  Mr.  Condy's  first  patents  was 
for  an  improved  process  for  the  manufacture  of  concen- 
trated malt  vingear,  and  among  the  new  processes  tried 
at  the  factory  was  one  for  the  production  of  albumen 
from  blood,  which  was  carried  to  success  for  the  first 
time  in  the  Battersea  works.  Students  of  patent  literature 
know  that  Mr.  Condy's  name  figures  frequently  in  the 
publications  of  the  'fifties  and  'sixties,  and  the  most  notable 
patent  of  these  years  was  one  granted  to  him  in  July  1856 
for  utilising  the  oxidising  action  of  the  alkaline  manganates 
(then  but  little  known  and  costly  salts)  for  purposes  of 
sanitary  purification  and  disinfection.  His  invention  was 
a  process  for  cheapening  the  production  of  manganates, 
which  he  introduced  under  the  name  "Condy's  Fluid." 
It  was  so  marked  a  success  that  in  1867  the  British  Pharma- 


October  5,  1907 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


539 


copoeia  paid  it  the  high  compliment  of  imitating  it,  though 
unsuccessfully.  In  1870  the  late  Dr.  Mitchell  joined  Mr. 
Condy  as  a  partner  in  the  disinfectant  business,  and  sub- 
sequently they  had  a  dispute,  which  was  ultimately  amic- 
ably arranged,  important  legal  principles  having  in  the 
meantime  been  established  in  the  law  courts.  On  Decem- 
ber 31,  1883,  the  business  was  converted  into  a  company, 
under  the  title  Condy  &  Mitchell,  Ltd.,  with  Mr.  Condy's 
eldest  son,  Mr.  H.  J.  Bollmann  Condy,  and  Mr.  A.  D. 
Mitchell  as  managing  directors.  Mr.  Condy  then  retired 
from  active  participation  in  the  business.  He  had  always 
from  the  day  he  joined  his  mother  in  management  of  the 
Battersea  chemical  factory  continued  his  practical  interest 
in  it,  and  in  chemical  problems  generally.  Thus  in  1865 
at  Naples  he  successfully  carried  out  a  process  for  extract- 
ing sulphur  from  residues  from  the  Sicilian  mines.  Of  the 
various  awards  which  he  received  in  recognition  of  his  in- 
ventions and  services  he  was  proudest  of  the  Red  Cross 
medal  for  services  rendered  to  the  sick  and  wounded  during 
the  Franco-German  war.  His  chief  recreation  was  foreign 
travel,  and  nearly  every  part  of  the  Continent  was  familiar 
to  him,  and  his  knowledge  of  history  and  foreign  politics 
was  profound.  It  is  from  a  photograph  taken  at  Lussanne 
a  few  years  ago  that  our  portrait  of  him  is  engraved.  Mr. 
Condy  was  a  splendid  horseman  and  rarely  missed  his  daily 
ride.  Twelve  years  ago  he  retired  from  the  Battersea 
business,  and  had  since  been  living  in  Folkestone,  where 
he  had  had  a  residence  for  some  years.  A  third  generation 
of  his  name  is  now  represented  in  the  disinfectant  business 
by  Mr.  Esmond  Condy,  son  of  the  managing  director. 

Mackay. — At  Lorneville,  Newport,  Fifeshire,  on  Oc- 
tober 1,  Mr.  George  Brown  Mackay,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  seventy-five.  Mr.  Mackay  was  born  in  Coupar- Angus, 
and  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Spence,  chemist,  Crichton 
Street,  Dundee.  He  began  business  on  his  own  account  in 
Scouringburn  there,  and  although  the  trade  was  one  of  a 
working-class  character,  Mr.  Mackay  was  highly  respected 
by  all  in  the  district.  When  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  first  met  in  Dundee  Mr.  Mackay  was  one  of  the 
most  active  members  of  the  committee.  Five  and  twenty 
years  ago  he  gave  up  the  drug-business  in  favour  of  his 
nephew,  Mr.  David  Mackay  (now  of  Manchester),  and  asso- 
ciated himself  with  his  twin  brother  William  in  their 
jewellery  business. 

Redwood. — -At  the  Acacia  Avenue,  Addlestone,  Surrey, 
on  September  24,  Charles  Lewis  Redwood,  aged  fifty-two,  of 
Llandough,  Johannesburg,  fourth  son  of  the  late  Professor 
Theophilus  Redwood,  Ph.D. 

Wilson. — At  Armoy,  Co.  Antrim,  Mr.  Thomas  WTilson, 
chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  had  been  in 
business  at  Armoy  for  many  years,  was  registered  as  a 
chemist  and  druggist  in  1891.  He  took  considerable  interest 
in  politics,  being  Chairman  of  the  Armoy  branch  of  the 
North  Antrim  Constitutional  Association.  He  leaves  a 
widow,  two  sons,  and  a  daughter. 

Jnfonnation  uwantco. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Drug-grist  "  and  the  "  C  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


242/49.    What  is  Sapo  Creabe? 
241/21.  Who  makes  "Ozone  Powder"? 
242/42.    What  is  Glacialite  clay,  and  what  are  its  uses  in 
medicine  ? 

242/39.  Name  and  address  of  Irish  maker  of  fancy 
boxes  for  perfumes. 

Agricultural  Leaflets. — Our  subscribers  in  country  places 
would  do  well  to  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, 4  Whitehall  Place,  London,  S.W.,  for  copies  of  the 
following  leaflets  (letters  of  request  are  not  required  to  be 
stamped)  :  No.  183,  Sycamore  Leaf  Blotch ;  No.  193,  Winter- 
rot  of  Potatoes ;  No.  194,  Coltsfoot ;  No.  196,  Summary  of  the 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1906 ;  and  No.  200,  Black- 
rot  of  Cabbages,  Turnips,  etc. 


Graoe  motes. 


The  Pinelyptus  Pastilles  referred  to  in  this  column 
last  week  are  not  made  by  the  Grey  Street  firm,  but  by  Mr. 
Proctor,  of  Grainger  Street. 

Optical  Classes. — -The  course  of  optics  at  the  Glasgow 
College  of  Optics,  180  West  Regent  Street,  is  timed  to  begin 
on  the  evening  of  October  4.  Correspondence  classes  are 
also  being  organised.  The  teachers  are  Mr.  John  Lothian 
and  Mr.  T.  S.  Baird. 

Beauty  Competition. — The  Erasmic  Co.,  Ltd.,  Warring- 
ton, are  having  a  beauty  competition  for  500?.  in  prizes  to 
the  beauties,  and  chemists  who  supply  competitors  with  the 
requisite  coupons  will  have  100?.  divided  amongst  them. 
The  company  invite  inquiry  from  our  readers. 

Tuberculosis  Test. — Mr.  Jos.  Flach,  16  Water  Lane, 
Great  Tower  Street,  London,  E.C.,  calls  our  attention  to  a. 
circular  which  he  issues  in  which  the  method  of  diagnosing 
tuberculosis  by  instillation  of  tuberculin  into  the  eye  is. 
described.  The  method  is  such  a  simple  one  that  it  is  not 
surprising  to  hear  that  English  physicians  are  keen  to  hear 
all  about  it. 

Sundries  Price-list. — Messrs.  Burge,  Warren  & 
Ridgley,  Ltd.,  91  and  92  Great  Saffron  Hill,  London,  E.C., 
send  us  a  copy  of  their  new  price-list  of  druggists'  sundries 
and  goods  suited  for  autumn  and  winter  trade.  These 
include  clinical  thermometers,  india-rubber  goods, 
combs,  brushes,  anti-rheumatic  rings,  and  hot-water  bottles. 
The  prices  should  be  studied  by  keen  buyers. 

Christmas  Presents. — Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  soap  specialists,  Bow,  London,  E.,  have  for  many 
years  offered  to  their  customers  specially  got-up  boxes  of 
soap  and  perfume  suitable  for  Christmas  gifts.  The  selec- 
tion which  they  have  prepared  for  the  coming  season  is 
quite  novel  in  several  respects,  the  point  made  being  to 
provide  at  small  cost  attractive  and  useful  cases  which  may 
go  on  the  toilet  table  after  the  contents  have  been  disposed 
of.  These  contents  are  attractive  both  in  quality  and 
variety  ;  thus,  we  have  handkerchief  and  glove  cases  for 
ladies  in  embossed  heliotrope  leatherette,  each  containing 
a  cake  of  "  Throne  "  toilet  soap,  a  Is.  bottle  of  "  Throne  " 
bouquet  perfume,  and  a  box  of  "  Royalist "  carbolic  tooth- 
powder.  The  last,  we  may  state,  is  an  oblong  circular-ended 
box  which  just  admits  the  head  of  the  toothbrush.  Another 
case,  also  well  suited  for  presentation  to  ladies,  is  of  crown 
shape  in  lavender  leatherette,  containing  two  cakes  of 
"Throne"  soap  and  a  Is.  bottle  of  "Throne"  bouquet 
perfume.  This  box  should  be  useful  for  trinkets  after  it. 
has  been  emptied.  Each  of  these  boxes  costs  the  chemist 
Is.  2d.,  and  for  gentlemen  there  is  a  collar-box  in  dark 
green,  the  contents  of  which  are  appropriate  to  a  gentleman's 
use,  and  comprise  a  cake  of  "Lasso  "  stain-removing  soap, 
a  stick  of  "  Solace  "  shaving  soap,  and  a  cake  of  "  Hygeso  " 
tooth  soap.  Besides  these  cases  Messrs.  Cook  have  a 
variety  of  boxes  of  soap  specially  labelled  for  the  Christ- 
mas trade.  Such  inscriptions  as  "  Season's  Greetings," 
"With  best  wishes  for  a  merry,  happy,  and  prosperous 
Christmas,"  and  "  Glad  New  Year  "  being  elegantly  printed 
on  the  lids,  while  in  one  case  we  have  a  box  with  three 
cakes  of  soap  indelibly  stamped  "  Wishing  you  a  merry 
Christmas,"  "A  prosperous  New  Year,"  and  "For  Auld 
Lang  Syne,"  by  the  patent  process  of  which  the  firm  have 
the  sole  rights.  For  babies  there  is  a  special  box  of 
"  Dorina,"  or  baby's  own  toilet  soap.  There  ought  to  be 
little  difficulty  on  the  part  of  our  readers  in  making  with 
these  a  good  Christmas  display  at  a  comparatively  small 
outlay,  and  we  understand  that  Messrs.  Cook  are  making 
a  special  Christmas  bonus  offer  of  free  cases  for  ladies  or 
gentlemen,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  order  given. 

Only  933  stills  for  use  by  chemists  and  others  were  licensed 
in  1906-7,  against  957  in  the  year  before.  The  figures  include 
wholesalers  as  well  as  retailers. 

Chinese  Insect-wax. — The  exports  of  Chinese  insect-wax 
from  Mengtzu  during  1906  amounted  to  218  cwt.  (1,858?.), 
against  377  cwt.  (3,113?.)  in  1905.  From  a  notice  posted  by 
the  Bureau  of  Agriculture  at  Yunnanfu  it  appears  that 
579  catties  of  the  excretion  of  the  insect  produced  202  catties 
of  wax,  which  the  Bureau  was  prepared  to  purchase  at 
5.60  taels  per  catty  [Haikuan  tael=3s.  3^d.  in  1906  and  catty  = 
Is  lb.]. 
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Contracts. 


Additional  contracts  have  been  settled  as  follows  : 

Alresford  Guardians. —Mr.  E.  D.  Barry  Butler,  chemist 
and  druggist,  for  drugs,  etc. 

Alverstoke  Guardians. — Mr.  C.  E.  Kent  to  be  chemist  to 
the  workhouse  for  six  months. 

Birkenhead  Guardians. — Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  & 
Kemp,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  for  drugs;  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool,  for  druggists'  sundries. 

Bolton  Guardians. — Messrs.  Wm.  Green  &  Co.,  Messrs. 
T.  Moscrop  &  Co..  Messrs.  J.  Taylor  &  Co.,  and  Messrs. 
Priestly  &  Co.  for  drugs,  disinfectants,  etc. 

Burnley  Guardians. — Mr.  C.  G.  Crooke,  chemist  and 
druggist,  for  drugs  and  concentrated  mixtures ;  Messrs. 
N.  J.  Martin  &  Co.  for  oils,  paints,  and  water-colours. 

Camberwell  Guardians. — Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges 
&  Co. ,  for  trusses. 

Chelmsford  Guardians. — Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  12  Coleman  Street,  London,  E.G.,  for  drugs. 

Cheltenham  Gua.rdians. — Mr.  W.  H.  Hill,  chemist  and 
druggist,  357  High  Street,  for  roll-sulphur  at  9s.  6d. 
per  cwt. 

Darlington  Education  Committee. — Messrs.  Williamson 
&  Son,  chemists,  10  Bondgate,  Darlington,  and  Messrs. 
Baird  &  Tatlock,  45  Renfrew  Street,  Glasgow,  for  the 
supply  of  chemicals  and  apparatus  for  the  Technical 
College. 

Doneaster  Guardians. —  Messrs.  Howorth  &  Parkin, 
47  Market  Place,  to  be  chemists  to  the  workhouse  for  a  year. 

Dundee  Parish  Council. — Mr.  Peter  Mitchell,  chemist 
and  druggist,  West  Port,  Mr.  A.  H.  Ross,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Strathmartine  Road,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  Lochee,  for  drugs. 

Faversham  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  T.  T.  Rolfe  to  be  chemist 
to  the  workhouse  for  the  ensuing  half-year. 

Faversham  Rural  District  Council. — Mr.  E.  Jenkins, 
'6  Market  Place,  to  be  chemist  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
six  months. 

Gloucester  Guardians. — Mr.  E.  T.  Cook  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Wells  to  be  emergency  chemists. 

Grantham  Guardians. — Mr.  John  Fillingham,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Messrs.  J.  Cox  &  Son,  chemists,  Water- 
gate, Messrs.  W.  Lysall  &  Son,  chemists,  High  Street,  and 
Mr.  H.  Hopkinson,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street,  for 
drugs  and  medical  appliances. 

Liverpool  Select  Vestry. — Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders 
&  Kemp,  Ltd.,  for  druggists'  sundries;  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  for  drugs,  &c.  ;  Messrs. 
Walter  R.  Taylor  &  Co.,  for  drysaltery;  Preston's  Liver- 
pool Distillery  Co. ,  Ltd. ,  for  methylated  spirit. 

Medway  (Chatham)  Guardians. — Messrs.  T.  Hodgkin- 
son.  Prestons  &  King,  81  Bishopsgate  Without,  London, 
E.C.,  for  drugs. 

Mutford  and  Lothingland  Guardians. — Boots  Ltd.  for 
drugs,  etc. 

Portsmouth  Guardians. — The  India  Rubber  Co.,  Ports- 
mouth, for  water-beds  at  5/.  17.s.  and  8/.  lis.  each ;  Sanitas 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  carbolic  soap  at  19s.  per  cwt.  and  hard  car- 
bolic soap  at  11.  7s.  per  cwt. 

Richmond  (Surrey)  Guardians. — Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Bur- 
bidges &  Co..  Coleman  Street,  London,  for  drugs  for  six 
months  at  14/.  8.?.  6c?. 

Romford  Guardians. — Mr.  W.  S.  Steeples,  chemist  and 
druggist,  for  drugs. 

Shorediteh  Guardians. — Messrs.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons  & 
King  for  drugs  to  the  dispensary. 

Southampton  Guardians. — Messrs.  Bates  &  Co.,  chemists, 
50  Oxford  Street,  for  drugs. 

Strand  Guardians. — Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
Coleman  Street,  E.C.,  for  medical  appliances. 

Strood  (Kent)  Guardians. — Messrs.  McDougall  Bros. 
Manchester,  for  disinfecting  fluid  at  8s.  per  doz.  pints  and 
carbolic  soap  at  24?.  6c?.  per  cwt. 


Thorne  Guardians. — Mr.  W.  Hallgarth,  Market  Place, 
for  drugs. 

Tiverton  Guardians. — Mr.  H.  E.  Hatt,  chemist  and 
druggist,  for  fly-papers  6.s.  per  gross,  insect-powder  Is.  8d. 
per  lb.,  chloride  of  lime  2r7.  per  lb.,  linseed  oil  2s.  3</. 
per  gal.,  cod-liver  oil  9c/.  per  pint,  bay  salt  Id.  per  lb., 
whiting  14  lb.  for  9c/.  Mr.  T.~  E.  Rossiter,  chemist  and 
druggist,  for  Bovril  32s.  8c/.  per  7  lb.,  small  combs  from 
Is.  9c/.  per  dozen,  disinfectant  fluid  3s.  3c/.  per  gal.,  elastic 
stockings,  2s.  6c/.  each,  fullers'  earth  2c/.  per  lb.,  hair 
brushes  from  9c/.  each,  flask  oil  9s.  6c/.  per  case,  sanitas  oil 
6s.  ^  gal.,  sea  salt  Is.  Ojc/.  7  lb.,  carbolic  soap  30s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  coal-tar  soap  2c/.  tablet,  soft  soap  30s.  6c/.  per  cwt., 
glycerin  Is.  9c/.  dozen,  soda-water,  Is.  9c/.  half  dozen, 
spirit  of  turpentine  3s.  9c/.  per  gal.,  trusses  2s.  2c/.  each. 

York  Guardians. — Mr.  H.  Rowland,  Fossgate,  for  dis- 
infectants. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Haslingden  Guardians  on  Sep- 
tember 25,  a  protest  was  made  against  the  contract  for 
drugs  being  placed  with  a  Blackburn  firm.  Mr.  Walmsley 
wanted  to  know  if  there  was  no  chemist  between  Bacup  and 
Accrington  capable  of  supplying  drugs.  Mr.  Waite  replied 
that  in  accepting  the  Blackburn  tender  the  committee  con- 
sidered the  ratepayers.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  Haworth) 
said  he  was  sorry  the  contract  had  gone  out  of  the  Union 
district,  but  the  accepted  tender  was  10  per  cent,  below  the 
others  sent  in.  Mr.  Walmsley  said  that  it  was  understood 
when  the  contract  was  not  given  to  a  Manchester  firm  and 
was  brought  into  the  Union  that  it  should  not  go  out  of  the 
Union  again.  Mr.  Pickup  replied  that  there  was  no  resolu- 
tion restricting  the  contract  to  the  Union,  and  they  accepted 
the  lowest  tender  in  the  ineterests  of  the  ratepayers. 


personalities. 


Alderman  J.  V.  Mainprize,  J.P.,  C.C.,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Bridlington,  and  Mrs.  Mainprize  celebrated  their 
silver  wedding  on  September  25,  and  were  the  recipients  of 
many  hearty  congratulations. 

Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  was 
the  first  secretary  of  the  Blackburn  Young  Liberals'  League, 
resigned  on  September  27,  when  high  tribute  was  paid  to 
his  past  services  by  the  officers  of  the  League. 

Mr.  George  Edward  Bridge,  chemist,  the  Firs  Phar- 
macy, Bournemouth,  was  at  a  meeting  of  the  Bournemouth 
Town  Council  on  Tuesday,  October  1.  unanimously 
nominated  to  be  Mayor  of  the  borough  next  year.  Mr. 
Bridge  has  consented  to  accept  office. 

A  Marriage  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on 
October  23  in  Clifton  Parish  Church,  Bristol,  between  Mr. 
W.  J.  Gibson,  Mountpelier  House,  Belfast,  and  Miss  Edith 
Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Walton  White,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Warnham,  Tyndall's  Park,  Clifton,  proprietor  of 
Giles,  Schacht  &  Co.,  Bristol.  Mr.  Gibson  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Samuel  Gibson  &  Co.,  druggists.  King  Street, 
Belfast,  and  a  leading  official  of  the  Chemists'  and  Drug- 
gists' Society  of  Ireland. 

Dr.  Ludwig  Mond  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Science  at  a  Convocation  of  Oxford  University  on 
September  30.  The  degree  should  have  been  conferred  at 
the  last  Encamia,  but  Dr.  Mond  was  prevented  by  ill-health 
from  attending  on  that  occasion,  and  he  was  now  included 
with  the  foreign  scientists  who  have  been  attending  the 
centenary  celebrations  of  the  Geological  Society.  When 
Dr.  Mond  came  forward  to  be  presented  for  the  degree, 
Professor  Love  remarked  that  "  Tully's  saying,  Magnuml 
rectified  est  parcimovia,  has  been  applied  by  Dr.  Mond  to 
chemistry.  The  wealth  he  has  acquired  by  the  utilisation 
of  material  hitherto  regarded  as  useless  he  has  nobly  de- 
voted to  science.  The  laboratory  dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  Davy  and  of  Faraday,  and  the  Royal  Society  catalogue  are 
illustrations  of  his  munificence  in  the  cause  of  science."  The 
Vioe-Chancellor  greeted  Dr.  Mond,  when  capping  him,  as 
Sricvtiarum  indagator  indefessus,  et  fautor  benevolentis- 
sim  us. 
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©bscrvations  ano  Inflection*. 

R«  '"Cbaysbb. 

The  Penalty  of  Publicity 

recently  attracted  the  attention  of  two 
City  aldermen  who  at  the  Guildhall  refused  to  impose  more 
than  nominal  penalties  on  persons  prosecuted  by  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Co.  for  frauds  on  the  company,  unless  that 
company  would  agree  to  abandon  their  practice  of  publish- 
ing reports  of  the  convictions  at  their  stations.  The  alder- 
manic  logic  was  sound.  The  law  apportions  a  certain 
punishment  for  a  certain  offence.  The  administration  of 
penal  laws  is  not  too  consistent,  it  is  true ;  certain  wide 
limits  have  to  be  allowed  in  order  to  arrive  at  rough  justice. 
But,  this  having  been  attained,  there  follows  in  the  ordinary 
course  an  extra  punishment  which  the  law  never  contem- 
plated, and  which  is  often  infinitely  worse  than  the  official 
penalty ;  and  though  this  is  not  statutorily  provided,  the 
poor  victim  has  no  redress.  Complaints  on  this  score  are, 
however,  either  a  hundred  years  too  late  or  a  hundred  years 
too  early.  Legislatures  have  not  yet  taken  official  cog- 
nisance of  the  halfpenny  newspaper  era,  and  penalties  are 
still  fitted  to  offences  just  as  they  were  when  there  were  no 
reporters.  It  is  not  impossible  that  this  may  be  considered 
by  a  future  generation. 

The  Justice  of  the  Case, 

as  the  magistrate  is  fond  of  saying, 
"  will  be  met  by  a  fine  of  10s."  This  or  something  similar 
is  often  heard  in  cases  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts.  The  defendant  pays  the  10.s.,  and  the  account  ought 
to  be  ruled  off.  It  is  not,  though,  by  a  long  way.  The 
publicity  punishment  which  follows  is  perhaps  equivalent 
to  a  fine  of  a  hundred  times  the  amount  which  the  magis- 
trate said  was  what  justice  demanded.  In  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  again,  we  have  two  systems  of  punishment  side  by  side. 
For  an  unqualified  person  to  sell  a  poison,  to  keep  a  shop  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  one,  or  to  use  a  description  implying 
that  be  is  entitled  to  sell  one,  a  fine  of  51.  was  fixed  by  the 
Legislature,  which  the  Courts  were  not  to  have  the  option 
of  reducing.  To  sell  a  poison  without  observing  certain 
specified  formalities  was  also  made  an  offence,  and  for  this 
a  fine  of  51.,  which  might  be  reduced  to  Is.  if  the  Court  saw, 
fit,  was  indicated.  It  looks  as  if  the  law-makers  of  1868 
regarded  the  earlier  section  as  the  more  important,  as  they 
suggested  a  possible  lower  charge  for  breach  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  later  one.  But  as  different  methods  of  pro- 
cedure were  prescribed  for  recovery  of  the  penalty  in  the 
two  cases,  the  actual  result  is  that  the  punishment  under 
the  seventeenth  section  of  the  Act  may  easily  be  fifty 
times  as  severe  as  that  under  the  fifteenth.  In  two 
recent  actions  taken  under  the  seventeenth  section 
it  may  fairly  be  guessed  that  the  actual  amount  of 
the  fines  imposed,  though  substantial  in  themselves,  was 
hardly  considered  by  the  defendants  concerned. 
The  Marriage  Column 

of  the  C.  &  D.  has  been  abnormally 
extended  of  late.  In  the  four  weeks  of  September  forty- 
four  announcements  of  marriages  of  chemists  or  of  chemists' 
daughters  have  been  published,  and  this,  I  should  think, 
might  be  described  in  the  slang  of  the  day  as  a  record.  Of 
course  we  all  hope  that  eighty-eight  persons  are  much 
happier  than  they  used  to  be,  and  that  their  bliss  will  con- 
tinue. Whether  this  apparent  increased  eagerness  to  assume 
new  responsibilities  is  to  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  pros- 
perity in  pharmacy  or  not  depends  on  many  considerations. 
Taking  the  population  by  sections,  it  has  been  found  that 
those  classes  best  able  to  afford  the  luxury  of  marriage  are/ 


the  most  cautious.  Dr.  William  Ogle  compiled  a  table  some 
years  ago  from  two  years  of  the  official  statistics,  which 
showed  that  while  the  average  age  of  bridegrooms  described 
as  "  professional  and  independent "  was  31.22  years,  that  of 
"  shopkeepers  and  shopmen"  was  26.67,  of  clerks  26.25,  of 
artisans  25.35,  and  of  miners  24.06.  The  table  did  not  show 
where  exactly  chemists  came  in. 

The  Consultations  witrf  the  Constituencies 

which  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  is  now  arranging  were  rather  keenly 
criticised  by  the  Due  de  la  Rochefoucauld  some  two  and  a 
half  centuries  ago  in  the  following  terms  : 

Nothing  is  more  diverting-  than  to  see  two  men  meeting, 
one  to  ask  advice  and  the  other  to  give  it.  The  first  pre- 
sents himself  with  respectful  deference,  professing  to  have 
come  to  receive  instructions.  Usually,  however,  his  real 
object  is  to  have  his  own  ideas  approved,  and  in  any  case  to 
commit  the  person  he  consults  to  responsibility  for  his  pro- 
cedure. The  adviser,  on  the  other  hand,  while  paying  for 
the  compliment  offered  him  by  apparent  zeal  and  devotion, 
generally  seeks  by  the  counsel  he  gives  only  to  promote  his 
own  interest  and  glory. 

The  Duke  was  a  notorious  cynic,  but  possibly  would  not 
have  written  as  he  did  if  he  had  been  informed,  as 
the  Manchester  chemists  have  been  by  Mr.  Bremridge, 
that  "he  did  not  know  of  any  time  in  the  history  of 
the  Society  when  the  interests  of  chemists  had  been 
more  seriously  threatened  than  they  are  at  the  present 
time."  The  fact  that  pharmaceutical  affairs  have  reached 
a  crisis  has  been  impressed  upon  us  by  our  orators  and 
writers  from  our  youth  upwards,  and  I  have  never 
heard  that  the  crisis  has  passed  away.  Evidently, 
however,  a  new  danger  is  approaching  us.  I  have  no  idea 
what  it  is,  but  Mr.  Bremridge  is  in  the  engine-room,  and 
has  opportunities  of  knowing  things  denied  to  most  of  us. 
And  to  do  him  justice  it  may  be  added  that  in  the  past  he 
has  been  disposed  to  cry  "  Peace  "  when  there  was  no  peace, 
rather  than  "  Wolf  "  when  there  was  no  wolf.  All  the  same, 
we  may  as  well  keep  cool  and  adopt  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Bellamy  at  Cardiff  who,  when  asked  by  Mr.  Hagon  to 
express  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  to  improve  the  trade,  intimated  that  the  apprecia- 
tion would  be  more  opportune  when  he  knew  what  those 
efforts  were. 

Anti-Quack  Crusaders 

may  be  recommended  to  read  a  fairly 
levehheaded  editorial  article  in  last  week's  "British 
Medical  Journal  "  counselling  a  moderate  policy  in  dealing 
with  an  astute  enemy.  It  is  a  criticism  of  a  scathing  address 
delivered  to  one  of  the  branches  of  the  British  Medical 
Association  by  Mr.  Henry  Sewill,  who  claims  to  have  been 
studying  the  subject  of  quackery  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
and  who  is  evidently  profoundly  convinced  of  its  wicked- 
ness. His  soul  burns  within  him  as  he  surveys  the  "  cynical 
knavery"  of  the  "vulgar  impostors"  who  gain  "vast 
wealth  "  by  ruining  the  constitutions  of  "  wretched  infants  " 
and  other  members  of  the  "simple,  suffering  public"  with 
the  "tacit  support"  of  noble  lords  and  others  who  own 
great  papers.  The  remedy  he  proposes,  and  in  which  he 
has  a  touching  faith,  is  a  Royal  Commission  before  which 
the  whole  system  of  quackery  could  be  laid  bare ;  and  he 
wants  the  British  Medical  Association  to  exert  its  influence 
to  get  one  appointed.  The  "B.M.J.,"  while  sympathising 
cordially  with  Mr.  Sewill  in  his  indignation  against 
irregular  medical  practice,  is  not  altogether  eager  for  a 
Royal  Commission.  Both  sides  would  have  to  be  heard 
before  such  a  tribunal,  and  a  Royal  Commission  "might 
possibly  defeat  the  object  of  its  promoters."  The  writer 
of  the  article  mildly  discounts  Mr.  Sewill's  allegations  of 
dangerous  quack  remedies,  and  to  illustrate  his  arguments 
tells  the  story  of  a  young  lady  who  had  been  for  a  long  time 
treated  secundum  artem  for  a  disease  of  the  hip.  Impatient 
with  the  rest  and  crutches  which  were  prescribed  for  her, 
she  sought  the  assistance  of  a  quack,  who,  "  by  some  acci- 
dental manipulation,"  completed  the  cure  which  legitimate 
treatment  had  been  preparing  all  this  time.  A  Royal  Com- 
mission, composed  as  it  would  have  to  be  of  mixed  elements, 
might  not  be  tuned  to  the  exact  pitch  of  understanding  sucis 
a  history  in  accord  with  the  professional  view. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 


SANITAS  OKOL"... 
"SANITAS  BACTOX" 
•  "  SANITAS  SPECIAL  FLUID 
"  SANITAS  CREOCIDE  "  ... 
"SANITAS  SOLDIS" 


coefficiency  20  to  22\  ^  ^ 

10  I  «=  o  P 

7  to    8  ge| 

5  to   6 1  ^  3» 
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*  N.B.— "  Sanitas  Fluid  "  is  the  Standard  Disinfectant 
for  all  Sick-room  and  Household  purposes. 

The  "SANITAS"  CO., 

LTD., 

LOCKSLEY  ST.,  LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 

C.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 

Chairman. 


WARRICK 

BROTHERS. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S.W 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCHsCERMAN 
wrpfiiETAw  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


"THE  CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST"  SERIES, 


PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS.    Vols.  I.  and  II 

Price  10/-  each, 

THE  ART  OF  DISPENSING.  Price  6/-. 

VETERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE.  Price  4/- 
ELEMENTARY  DISPENSING  PRACTICE.  Price  3/6, 
PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTINC.  Price  2/6, 

DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES.  Price  3/-, 

GUIDE  TO  PRELIM.  EXAMS.  Price  2/6, 

URINE  ANALYSIS.  Price  2/6, 

OPENING  A  PHARMACY.  Price  2/-, 


by  Post  10/6 
by  Post  6/4 
,  by  Post  4/4 
by  Post  3/9 
by  Post  2/9 
by  Post  3/3 
by  Post  2  9 
by  Post  2/9 
by  Post  2/2 
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FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES. 

The  titles  "Syr.  Hydrobrom."  and  "Syr.  Hydrobrom.  c  Strychnia" 

were  originated  by  us  in  the  year  1879  and  can  only  be  legitimately 
applied  to  FLETCHERS'  HYDROBROMATES.  Legal  proceedings  will 
be  instituted  against  any  firm  or  person  dispensing  or  offering  for 
sale  fraudulent  imitations  of  FLETCHERS'  SYRUPS. 


SOLE  PROPRIETORS! 

FLETCHER,  FLETCHER  ®.  CO..  Ld..  LONDON,  N. 


Editorial  (Comments, 


Scientific  Pharmacists. 

An  incursion  of  academic  thought  into  the  realms  of  phar- 
macy is  not  unwelcome  at  any  time,  and  when  such  a  man 
as  Professor  Raphael  Meldola  comes  to  give  us  his  ideas 
about  the  scientific  education  of  the  pharmacist  we  are  glad 
to  listen,  for  it  is  good  to  see  ourselves  as  others  see  us,  and 
to  learn  in  what  way  we  may  improve.  It  might  be  well, 
however,  for  the  academic  incursionist  to  be  somewhat 
better  informed  than  was  Professor  Meldola  when  he  de- 
livered his  oration  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  on  Monday. 
Nevertheless,  what  he  said  as  the  result  of  erroneous  in- 
formation may  be  disregarded  in  favour  of  that  which  was 
good,  particularly  as  it  was  said  on  the  occasion  of  the  School 
starting  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  its  existence.  Sixty-six 
years  is  almost  a  cypher  in  the  history  of  man,  and  a 
mere  decimal  fraction  in  the  history  of  medicine,  but  it  is 
100  per  cent,  in  the  history  of  British  pharmacy.  This  last 
circumstance  always  gives  to  the  opening  of  the  session  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  importance.  The  fact  cannot  be  for- 
gotten that  up  to  1841  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  this 
country  was  not  associated  with  the  name  pharmacist, 
and  for  a  generation  up  to  then  pharmaceutical  practi- 
tioners, as  represented  by  apothecaries,  were  drifting  away 
from  the  art  of  pharmacy,  and  becoming  more  and  more 
practitioners  of  medicine.  Attempts  had  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  before  Jacob  Bell  and  his  associates  came  on 
the  scene,  to  knit  together  those  who  were  trading  aa 
chemists  and  druggists  or  dispensing  chemists,  and 
when  a  successful  union  was  formed  in  1841  the 
promoters  of  it  were  far-seeing  in  their  determination 
that  a  scheme  of  pharmaceutical  education  should  be  con- 
temporaneous with  the  scheme  of  union.  The  educational 
scheme  has  been  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  in  this  country,  and  from  the  outset  it  has  been 
purely  voluntary.  Professor  Meldola  did  not  give  suf- 
ficient consideration  to  this  fact  when  he  compared  our 
system  of  education  with  that  obtaining  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe — as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  conditions  are  not  com- 
parable because  they  are  essentially  different  in  principle. 
On  the  Continent  there  is  the  maximum  of  State  inter- 
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ference  with  the  conduct  of  pharmacy,  while  in  Great 
Britain  we  have  autonomy,  and  such  statutory  conditions 
as  are  imposed  upon  registered  pharmacists  and  chemists 
and  druggists  are  entrusted  to  an  elected  body  of  our- 
selves. Professor  Meldola  considers  that  we  are  far  behind 
Continental  countries  in  the  length  and  scope  of  scientific 
education  of  pharmacists.  Here,  again,  there  is  inadequate 
consideration  of  the  conditions  in  Great  Britain.  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society  started  out  on  its  career  with  the  object 
■of  building  up  a  body  of  qualified  pharmacists  or  dispensing 
chemists.  From  the  old-established  group  of  apothecaries 
few  were  drawn,  as  the  Society  relied  upon  the  larger  and 
growing  group  of  druggists  among  whom  were  a  consider- 
able number  who  practised  the  art  of  pharmacy  as  distin- 
guished from  the  mere  retailing  of  chemicals  and  medicines. 
The  Society  so  well  succeeded  in  its  efforts  that  it  obtained 
in  1852  an  Act  which  reserved  the  titles  "pharmaceutical 
chemist  "  and  "  pharmaceutist  "  to  those  who  had  passed  all 
the  Society's  examinations.  Success  was  further  recognised 
in  1865,  when  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
declared  that  the  Society  would  with  its  1852  Act  continue 
to  be  able  to  supply  the  country  with  all  the  trained  phar- 
macists necessary.  Accordingly,  when  the  1868  Act  was 
passed,  a  lower  qualification  was  provided  for  those  who 
required  to  be  registered  as  retail  chemists  and  druggists. 
It  is  true  that  the  latter  could  assume  the  title  "  dispensing 
chemist,"  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  legislators  had 
clearly  in  view  the  continuance  of  the  higher  grade,  and  the 
title  "pharmacist"  was  specially  reserved  for  Major  men. 
The  lower  class  was  created  to  meet  a  public  want.  It  is, 
of  course,  easy  to  criticise  now,  but  it  is  clear  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  did  not  recognise  the  importance  of 
the  title  "pharmacist"  as  expressive  of  the  scientific  dis- 
pensing chemist,  nor  that  the  supply  of  Minor  men  for  less 
ambitious  tasks  was  a  public  necessity.  Its  efforts  in  en- 
couraging scientific  training  have  very  largely,  if  not  chiefly, 
been  directed  to  levelling  up  the  Minor  examination  to  the 
conditions  of  the  Major  as  they  were  in  1868.  In  this  we 
think  the  Society  has  outrun  the  constable,  but  an  equally 
serious  error  has  been  the  neglect  of  the  large  powers  of  the 
1852  Act  as  regards  the  education  of  persons  who  desire  the 
title  "  pharmaceutical  chemist."  There  is  nothing  in  that 
Act  to  prevent  the  Society  imposing  a  curriculum  upon 
candidates  for  the  Major  such  as  Professor  Meldola  sug- 
gested ;  but  as  the  Minor  examination  was  made  a  stepping- 
stone  to  the  Major,  and  no  precedent  condition  (such  as  cur- 
riculum) can  be  imposed  for  the  Minor,  this  circumstance 
has  barred  the  way.  There  is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  in 
our  class  of  pharmacists  :  they  have  shown  and  still  show  by 
their  work  that  they  are  equal  to  their  confreres  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  British  pharmacy  is  not  behind  that  of 
other  countries  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  have  no  law 
reserving  pharmacy  to  the  pharmacist ;  but  if  ever  anything 
is  done  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  Professor  Meldola  it  must 
be  for  Major  men,  as  events  have  strongly  demonstrated 
that  the  purposes  of  the  1868  Act  do  not  require  his  scientific 
pharmacist. 


Curious  Coincidence. 

It  has  sometimes  been  observed  when  a  movement  is  started 
in  any  country  that  simultaneous  and  independent  move- 
ments of  a  similar  nature  are  going  on  elsewhere.  Manu- 
facturers of  proprietary  medicines  in  Great  Britain  have 
been  made  aware  of  the  efforts  which  Mr.  0.  C.  Beale  and 
his  supporters  are  making  in  Australia  to  get  formulas 
of  proprietary  medicines  placed  on  the  labels  thereof.  A 
similar  movement  exists  in  New  Zealand,  but  the  idea  is 
by  no  means  confined  to  these  antipodean  climes ;  thus  the 


Russian  medical  authorities  are  moving  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. Proprietary  medicines  made  in  that  country  must 
bear  the  formulae  upon  the  labels,  but  this  rule  has  not 
up  to  the  present  been  applied  to  imported  articles.  It 
is  true  that  the  Medical  Council  takes  very  good  care  that 
secret  medicines  are  not  (with  a  few  exceptions)  allowed 
to  enter  the  country,  and  the  exceptions  are  chiefly  pro- 
prietary medicines  of  world-wide  reputation.  Now,  if  the 
Medical  Council  gets  its  way,  the  ingredients  of  which 
these  medicines  are  composed  will  have  to  be  disclosed. 
There  is  no  hardship  in  this  where  the  internal  conditions 
are  similar.  Russia  is  not  the  only  country  moving  in  this 
direction.  Some  of  the  South  American  States,  including 
the  Argentine,  have  decided,  or  are  deciding,  that  the 
formulae  of  proprietary  medicines  must  be  revealed ;  and 
we  know  that  the  same  thing  was  recently  attempted  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  a  compromise  resulted 
in  the  latter  under  the  Pure  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Even  in 
England  we  have  expression  of  similar  views  from  the 
medical  profession.  "  Xrayser  "  comments  this  week  upon 
Mr.  Henry  Sewill's  advocacy  of  a  scheme  to  control  quack 
medicines  and  quack  me'dicos.  The  "British  Medical 
Journal"  gives  doubtful  support  to  him,  and  his  suggestion 
is  not  at  all  welcomed ;  but  our  contemporary's  practice  of 
analysing  proprietary  medicines  and  publishing  formulas 
based  upon  these  analyses  is  the  strongest  possible  support  of 
Mr.  Sewill's  principle.  But  this  question  aside,  we  have  the 
fact  before  us  that  in  half  a  dozen  different  countries  there 
are  agitators  working  independently  on  the  same  lines.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  how  such  simultaneous 
movements  arise  among  so  diverse  peoples.  We,  of  course, 
know  that  Mr.  Beale  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  movement  in 
Australia,  and  it  is  interesting  in  this  connection  to  note 
that  his  recommendations  (the  full  text  of  which  is  given  on 
p.  533)  embody  exactly  the  opinions  which  he  expressed  in 
a  tripartite  interview  (of  which  we  were  one)  at  the  be- 
ginning of  last  year.  We  mention  this  fact  because  he  had 
then  just  arrived  here  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  all 
that  he  learnt  subsequently  from  the  heads  of  official  bodies 
and  from  authoritative  persons  appears  not  to  have  modified 
his  views  in  the  slightest.  Mr.  Beale,  in  fact,  started  on  his 
inquiry  with  his  mind  made  up  on  the  subject,  and  such 
inquiry  as  he  did  make  appears  to  have  been  only  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  support  for  his  own  views.  Such  biassed 
opinions  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  become  statutory 
provisions  of  the  Commonwealtn ;  indeed,  we  learn  that 
Mr.  Beale's  report  and  recommendations  have  been  received 
by  the  medical  profession  in  Australia  with  something  not 
far  short  of  dismay.  It  is  felt  that  he  would  have  helped 
the  cause  better  by  impartiality. 


Scotland  and  the  By-laws. 

In  the  quiet  of  the  South  it  is  scarcely  realised  that  the 
heather  is  on  fire  in  Scotland  ;  but  we  understand  that  a 
few  thistles  have  been  saved  from  the  conflagration  and 
they  were  beautifying  Bloomsbury  on  Wednesday.  Nor 
have  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Most  Honourable  Privy 
Council  been  forgotten,  for  when  they  return  from  the 
moors  they  will  find  two  portentous  documents  awaiting 
them  at  Whitehall.  One  is  from  students  of  pharmacy  and 
the  other  from  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and 
druggists  in  Scotland  protesting  against  the  following  new 
by-laws  which  have  been  passed  by  the  Phannaceutical 
Society  : 

10.  The  Boards  of  Examiners  shall  conduct  all  Examina- 
tions according  to  the  By-laws  in  force  in  that  behalf,  and 
according  to  such  regulations  as  shall  be  made  from  time  to 
time  by  the  Council.    All  altered  or  new  regulations  shall 
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be  published  in  the  "  Pharmaceutical  Journal  "  immediately 
after  their  adoption. 

11.  Persons  desiring  to  obtain  Certificates  of  competent 
skill  and  qualification  to  be  registered  as  Chemists  and  Drug- 
gists under  the  Act,  1868,  shall  deliver  to  the  Registrar  a 
Certificate  of  having  passed  an  Examination  in  Preliminary 
Knowledge  previously  approved  for  the  purpose  by  such 
regulations  as  are  specified  by  the  last  preceding  By-law, 
and  shall  pay  to  him  a  fee  of  Two  Guineas,  whereupon  they 
shall  be  registered  as  "  Apprentices  or  Students,"  and  their 
names  shall  be  reported  to  the  Council  at  the  next  ensuing 
meeting. 

23.  Persons  who  have  given  notice  of  intention  to  attend 
an  Examination,  and  have  failed  duly  to  attend  at  the  time 
appointed  for  the  same,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  attend  on  a 
future  occasion  unless  and  until  they  have  given  renewed 
notice  of  intention  to  attend  an  Examination,  and  shall  in 
each  case  have  paid  a  fee  of  One  Guinea — or  if  the  persons 
shall  have  produced  to  the  Registrar  medical  certificates  or 
other  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  said  failure  to  attend 
was  occasioned  by  unavoidable  and  proper  causes — One 
Shilling. 

These  embody  what  to  the  ordinary  reader  look  like  merely 
verbal  changes,  but  the  Scots  protesters  see  in  them  changes 
of  fundamental  principle  which  make  the  by-laws  ultra 
vires.  We  may  briefly  explain.  By  Section  8  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1852,  the  examiners  of  the  Society  are 
alone  empowered  to  examine  in  Latin,  botany,  and  other 
subjects  candidates  for  the  Society's  certificates,  and  to 
grant  or  refuse  such  certificates  as  in  their  discretion  seems 
fit.  Section  9  gives  the  same  power  to  examiners  in  Scot- 
land. This  power  was  continued  by  the  1868  Act ;  indeed, 
Section  6  adds  the  important  provision  that  "  no  person 
shall  conduct  any  examination  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act 
until  his  appointment  has  been  approved  by  the  Privy 
Council."  It  will  be  seen  that  By-law  11  goes  against 
Section  8  of  the  1852  Act  by  putting  into  the  Secretary's 
hands  the  power  to  accept  certificates  of  examinations  pre- 
viously approved  by  the  examiners.  The  protesters  object 
to  this  transference  of  power.  The  same  objection  applies 
to  No.  23.  Excuses  for  absence  have  hitherto  been  placed 
before  the  Council  (in  itself  a  doubtful  expedient)  or  the 
Boards  of  Examiners  for  approval  or  otherwise ;  now  it 
is  proposed  to  get  the  Secretary  to  deal  with  them.  There 
are,  of  course,  official  replies  to  these  objections,  and 
probably  they  will  be  heard  by  the  Privy  Council ;  but  this 
is  not  always  considered  necessary  or  expedient.  A  some- 
what similar  state  of  affairs  arose  in  1885-6,  when  protests 
were  lodged  from  Scotland  and  elsewhere  against  the  cur- 
riculum by-laws.  The  Privy  Council  refused  to  sanction 
these  by-laws  because  they  imposed  precedent  conditions 
which  were  contrary  to  Section  6  of  the  1868  Act.  This  is 
not  without  bearing  upon  the  present  protest,  for  if  the 
memorialists  are  wrong  in  supposing  that  the  acceptance  of 
preliminary  certificates  in  the  manner  proposed  is  ultra 
vires,  it  follows  that  the  certificates  are  not  an  integral 
part  of  the  conduct  of  the  qualifying  examination,  therefore 
they  become  a  precedent  condition  to  entry,  and  the  new  by- 
laws must  be  disapproved  for  the  1885-6  reason.  Against 
this  is  the  official  view  that  the  preliminary  examinations 
have  been  approved  by  the  Boards  of  Examiners,  and 
acceptance  of  certificates  of  these  is  an  office  formality. 
Here  again  we  come  up  against  the  Acts,  as  they  do  not 
empower  the  boards  to  approve  examinations,  but  only  "  to 
examine  all  such  persons  as  shall  tender  themselves  for 
examination."  If  there  is  a  way  out  for  the  Privy  Council 
it  is  sure  to  be  found ;  the  question  is  :  Whither  shall  it 
lead? 


Early  Closing  Wanted. 

We  gather  from  a  circular  letter  sent  to  us  for  publica- 
tion by  Mr.  J.  A.  Stacey,  Secretary  of  the  Parent  Early- 
closing  Association,  that  there  is  a  dispute  between  it  and 


the  Shop-assistants'  Union.  The  latter  appears  to  deny 
that  Mr.  Stacey's  Association  is  doing  much  for  shop- 
assistants,  and  Mr.  Stacey  retaliates  by  offering  to  put 
down  1001.  if  the  Union  will  do  the  same,  and  submit 
certain  questions  to  a  jury  with  Mr.  John  Burns  as  umpire. 
If  Mr.  Stacey  failed  to  satisfy  the  jury  as  to  the  justice 
of  his  statements  the  2001.  would  go  to  the  Union.  It  seems 
to  us  that  nowadays  we  are  getting  a  little  too  much  of  the 
personal  element  in  shop-hour  matters,  especially  between 
the  salaried  officers  of  the  Associations.  An  early  closing 
of  these  personalities  would  be  good  for  the  cause. 

Poison  by  Post. 

The  case  at  Leyburn,  reported  in  this  issue,  where  a 
chemist  supplied  strychnine  by  post  to  a  customer  who  had 
got  the  poison  before,  and  has,  in  consequence,  been  fined 
for  infringement  of  Section  17  of  the  1868  Act,  brings  to 
the  surface  a  difficulty  which  has  occasionally  been  dis- 
cussed. What  the  chemist  should  do  in  such  circumstances 
is  not  at  all  doubtful,  as  the  section  requires  every  sale  of 
any  Part  1  poison  to  be  entered  in  the  poison-book,  and  the 
conditions  are  such  as  to  require  the  presence  of  the  pur- 
chaser. Orders  by  post  cannot,  therefore,  be  legally  exe- 
cuted. 


pbotograpbk  iRotcs. 

(By  a  Pharmaceutical  Camerist.) 


Colour  ^photography. 

Those  who  have  followed  the  recent  developments  in 
colour-photography  will  find  it  useful  to  visit  the  exhibition 
of  the  Society  of  Colour  Photographers  which  is  being  held 
this  month  at  24  Wellington  Street,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 
It  is  easy  to  make  comparisons  of  the  various  tri-colour  and 
other  methods  of  producing  photographs  in  colour.  There 
are  a  number  of  autochrome  pictures  on  show,  and  also 
specimens  of  the  Warner-Powrie  screen  process. 

Non-cockling  Mountant. 

A  Patent  (9105,  1907)  has  been  granted  for  a  mountant, 
which  the  inventor  claims  as  not  causing  cockling  or  warp- 
ing. It  is  stated  that  when  applied  to  a  dry  print  warping 
is  prevented,  and  when  applied  to  a  wet  print  the  print  and 
mount  may  be  easily  straightened  after  drying.  The 
formula  given  is  as  follows  : 

Gelatin    1  part 

Glycerin    3  parts 

Starch   4  parts 

Water   32  parts 

The  gelatin  may  be  omitted,  and  isinglass,  glue,  or  gum 
may  be  used  instead. 

Bromide  Prints  from  Hard  Negatives. 

It  often  happens  that  the  chemist  who  prints  and  enlarges 
for  his  customers  has  some  harsh  under-exposed  or  over- 
developed negatives  from  which  to  make  bromide  prints, 
either  by  contact  or  enlargement.  This  is  a  very  difficult 
matter  if  a  good  black  is  required,  and  the  following  de- 
veloping formula,  which  was  given  me  recently,  may  be 
useful  to  other  pharmaceutical  camerists  : 
1. 

  80  grains 

  240  grains 

  960  grains 


Hydroquinone 
Eikonogen 
Sodium  sulphite 
Citric  acid 
Water   


40  grains 
40  oz. 


2. 


Sodium  carbonate  (exsic.)   60  grains 

Caustic  soda  ....    60  grains 

Potassium  bromide   10  grains 

Water  40  oz. 

With  a  full  exposure  (in  order  to  bring  out  high-light  detail) 
the  above  developer  gives  a  better  black  than  any  other 
developer  I  have  used. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  (Breat  Britain. 

OPENING  OF  THE  SESSION. 


rPHE  opening  of  the  sixty-sixth  session  of  the  School  of 
JL  Pharmacy  took  place  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London,  W.C.,  on  September  30.  The  President  (Mr.  J.  R. 
Young)  was  in  the  chair ;  on  his  right  were  Professor  Raphael 
Meldola,  Dr.  A.  W.  Crossley  (Dean  of  the  School),  and  Mr. 
J.  F.  Harrington  (Vice-President)  ;  and  on  the  left  were 
Mr.  Richard  Bremridge  (Secretary)  and  Professor  H.  G. 
Greenish.  The  lecture-theatre  was  well  filled,  despite  the 
unpropitious  weather,  a  good  proportion  of  ladies  being 
present.  Those  who  were  there  included  Mr.  Walter  Hills, 
Mr.  M.  Carteighe,  Mr.  E.  White,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton, 
Councillors;  Mr.  A.  Cooper,  ex-Councillor;  Mr.  S.  R. 
Atkins,  ex-President;  Mr.  R.  Wright,  President  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Conference;  Professor  W.  A. 
Tilden,  Royal  College  of  Science ;  Sir  Joseph  Swan  ;  Sir 
Thomas  Stevenson;  Mr.  I.  Bourdas,  auditor;  Mr.  F.  H. 
Alcock,  Birmingham;  Mr.  F.  Goldby;  Mr.  W.  Murton 
Holmes:  Mr.  E.  S.  Peck,  Cambridge;  Mr.  H.  Finnemore ; 
Mr.  E.  H.  Fair;  Mr.  J.  A.  Jennings;  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Wren. 

The  proceedings  began  shortly  after  three,  the  President 
calling  for  order  and  reading  out  a  long  list  of  names  of 
those  who  regretted  their  inability  to  be  present.  These  , 
included  Sir  George  Watt,  Sir  Joseph  Hooker,  Sir  Boverton 
Redwood,  Sir  H.  E.  Roscoe,  Sir  A.  Riicker,  Professor  Crum 
Brown,  Professor  Cash,  and  Dr.  Collingridge. 

The  School  Report. 
The  Dean  was  called  upon  to  report  on  the  progress  of 
the  School,  his  remarks  being  supplementary  to  the  report 
which  he  read  on  the  occasion  of  the  prize-distribution  in 
June  (C.  &  Z).,  June  29,  p. ..972).  Examination  results  for 
1906-7  showed  that  out  of  nineteen  students  who 
went  in  for  the  Major  sixteen  passed,  and  of  twenty 
Minor  students  eighteen  succeeded  in  passing.  The  Dean 
then  compared  the  percentages  of  passes  from  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  with  the  rest  of  the  passes,  and  said  that,  taking 
the  average  of  three  years  of  the  Society's  School,  85  to 
90  per  cent,  of  the  students  pass  the  Minor.  Some  addi- 
tional  distinctions  gained  by  past  students  were  mentioned. 
Mr.  P.  A.  W.  Self  has  passed  the  Intermediate  examination 
of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  ;  Mr.  R.  A.  Bennett  the  Final 
examination  for  the  Associateship  of  the  Institute ;  and 
Messrs.  R.  E.  Griffiths,  C.  H.  Hampshire,  and  G.  F.  Morrell 
the  Intermediate  Science  examination  of  the  University  of 
London.  The  Hanbury  medal  has  been  awarded  to  Mr.  D. 
Hooper,  a  past  student  of  the  School.  Reference  was  also 
made  to  the  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  School  staff. 

The  Herbarium  Prize. 
The  President  said  that  in  the  herbarium  competition 
only  one  collection  of  plants  was  received,  and  this,  from 
Mr.  Leslie  Lester,  was  considered  worthy  of  a  certificate 
of  honour. 

The  Pereira  Medal. 
Dr.  Le  Seur  was  then  asked  to  read  his  report  on  the 
examination  held  for  the  Pereira  and  Council  medals. 
There  were  ten  competitors,  Mr.  Bertram  A.  Bull  obtaining 
the  first  place  with  674  marks,  and  being  awarded  the 
Pereira  medal.  Mr.  C.  H.  Hampshire  obtained  661  marks 
and  the  silver  medal.  The  bronze  medal  was  not  awarded. 
Dr.  Le  Seur  said  the  papers  sent  in  were  of  a  very  high 
order,  and  the  answers  to  the  questions  were  very  concise 
and  to  the  point.  Mr.  Bull,  whose  portrait  and  biography 
were  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  May  11,  p.  705,  then  advanced  to 
receive  the  Pereira  medal,  and  Mr.  Hampshire,  who  has 
since  been  appointed  a  demonstrator  in  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  also  received  his  silver  medal. 

Bell  and  Manchester  Scholarships. 

When  the  applause  had  subsided  Mr.  H.  Finnemore  was 
asked  to  read  his  report  on  the  examinations  for  the  Bell 
and  Manchester  scholarships.  Only  three  candidates  com- 
peted for  the  Bell  scholarship,  the  small  number  being  due 
to  the  desire  to  see  how  the  new  regulations  worked  out. 
Mr.  Finnemore  added  that  the  number  of  candidates  would 


doubtless  be  normal  next  year.  The  two  successful  candi- 
dates— Mr.  W.  A.  Williams  (Bala)  and  Mr.  Sydney  Smith 
(Lambeth) — obtained  88  and  85  per  cent,  of  the  maximum 
marks.  For  the  Manchester  scholarship  there  were  four 
candidates,  of  whom  two  obtained  the  qualifying  number  of 
marks,  the  scholarship  being  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Meadow- 
croft  (Morecambe). 

The  President  then  called  forward  the  Bell  scholars, 
and,  congratulating  them  on  their  success,  added  that  it  is 
an  unfortunate  thing  that  the  scholarship  generally  leads  to 
the  Society  losing  good  men.  Mr.  Meadowcroft,  the  Man- 
chester scholar,  was  also  called  forward  and  congratulated. 
It  was  mentioned  that  the  Manchester  scholar  has  elected 
to  take  his  course  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Miss  Nora  Renouf  was  appointed  Salter  scholar,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Salters'  Company,  and  the  Burroughs 
scholarship  was  awarded  to  Mr.  R.  E.  Griffiths. 

The  Hanbury  Medal. 

The  presentation  of  the  Hanbury  gold  medal  then  took 
place.  The  President  gave  an  outline  of  the  origin  of  the 
medal  and  the  circumstances  under  which  the  award  is 
made.  Founded  in  memory  of  Daniel  Hanbury,  who  died 
in  1875,  the  medal  is  awarded  every  two  years  to  the 
scientist  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  adjudicators,  has  done 
the  best  work  in  materia  medica.  The  award  has  been  made 
this  year  to  Mr.  David  Hooper,  Curator  of  the  India 
Museum,  Calcutta,  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  past 
student  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  President  gave 
an  outline  of  Mr.  Hooper's  career  at  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, which  culminated  in  the  winning  of  the  Pereira  medal. 
Since  then  Mr.  Hooper  has  devoted  himself  to  investigation 
in  connection  with  the  Indian  Museum,  his  papers  being  so 
numerous  that  the  mere  recitation  of  the  titles  would  take 
some  time. 

Surgeon-General  A.  M.  Branfoot,  from  the  India  Office, 
attended  to  receive  the  medal  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Hooper,  and 
after  receiving  it  the  Surgeon-General  remarked  that 
this  is  the  third  occasion  on  which  the  medal  has  been 
awarded  to  scientists  connected  with  the  Government  of 
India.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Professor  Raphael  Meldola,  F.R.S.,  ex-President  of 
the  Chemical  Society,  who  was  enthusiastically  received, 
was  then  called  on  to  deliver  the  inaugural  sessional  address, 
choosing  for  his  subject 

"  The]Scientific  Training  of  the  Pharmacist." 

He  said  :  Mr.  President,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — When, 
in  response  to  the  invitation  of  the  President  and  Council 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  I  accepted  the  honourable 
duty  of  opening  the  session  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy.  I 
felt  that  the  opportunity  was  one  for  which  I  ought  to 
express  my  gratitude ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  by  adding  my 
■name  to  the  list  of  honorary  members  the  Society  has  con- 
!  ferred  upon  me  a  distinction  which  I  value  most  highly.  In 
the  next  place,  until  the  present  occasion  I  am  ashamed  to 
confess  that  I  had  never  considered  in  detail  the  kind  of 
training  which  it  is  necessary  for  our  pharmacists  to  undergo 
I  before  entering  upon  their  career.  Availing  myself,  there- 
fore, of  this  chance  of  being  enabled — indeed,  of  being  com- 
pelled— to  look  somewhat  critically  into  the  education  of  the 
British  pharmacist,  I  have  arrived  at  certain  conclusions 
which  I  will  venture — I  may  add  with  considerable  diffi- 
dence— to  make  use  of  as  the  basis  of  the  address  which  is 
expected  from  those  who  are  called  upon  to  occupy  the  dis- 
tinguished position  in  which  I  find  myself.  Before  attempt- 
ing to  offer  any  criticisms,  destructive  or  constructive, 
concerning  the  scheme  of  education  framed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  any  particular  profession  or  industry,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  into  consideration  two  points  :  first,  the 
special  kind  of  knowledge  which  is  required  by  those  who 
are  about  to  enter  into  the  profession  or  industry;  and. 
secondly,  the  kind  of  training  which  is  best  calculated  to 
give  the  qualifications  necessary  for  such  career.  The  occu- 
pation for  which  you  are  about  to  prepare  yourselves  is  one 
which  demands  a  knowledge  of  several  subjects. 
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is  the  meeting-ground  of  many  sciences,  and  its  practice  is  an 
art  of  the  greatest  antiquity  and  of  the  highest  importance 
to  the  welfare  of  humanity.  To  say,  therefore,  that  the 
pharmacist  must  be  well  grounded  in  those  sciences  upon 
which  his  subject  is  based  is  simply  to  reassert  that  general 
principle  which  is  recognised  as  fundamental  in  all  modern 
technical  training.  The  subjects  considered  essential  for 
the  qualification  of  the  pharmacist  have  no  doubt  been 
chosen  with  due  consideration,  and  with  all  the  knowledge 
gained  by  long  experience.  It  would  be  presumptuous  on 
the  part  of  a  layman  like  myself  to  raise  the  general  question 
of  the  suitability  of  those  branches  of  science  upon  the  study 
of  which  you  are  about  to  enter.  There  can,  in  fact,  be  no 
doubt  that  chemistry  and  physics,  botany,  pharmacy,  and 
materia  medica  are  of  the  first  order  of  importance,  and 
should  form,  as  it  were,  the  intellectual  stock-in-trade  of 
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every  pharmacist.  The  only  question  is  whether  these  sub- 
jects could  not  advantageously  be  added  to,  and  that  is  a 
point  upon  which  I  shall  have,  the  temerity  to  offer  a  sugges- 
tion later.  But  the  general  question  how  these  subjects  are 
taught,  and  the  consideration  of  the  plan  of  studies  laid 
down  for  those  preparing  for  your  profession,  are  matters 
of  general  educational  interest,  and  in  the  case  of  the  phar- 
macist are  of  special  importance  as  affecting  a  body  of 
experts  upon  whom  rests  considerable  public  responsibility. 
Now,  for  many  years  past  there  has  devolved  upon  me  the 
unpleasant  task  of  playing  the  part  of  a  fault-finder,  of 
putting  my  finger  upon  weak  spots  in  our  educational 
methods.  This  attitude  has,  I  much  regret  to  say,  been 
forced  upon  me  by  external  conditions,  owing  to  the  circum- 
stance that  whenever  I  have  had  occasion  to  look  critically 
into  the  working  of  our  educational  machinery  in  any  of 
those  departments  of  science,  either  pure  or  applied,  with 
which  I  can  claim  acquaintance,  there  have  generally  been 
revealed  defects  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  proclaim. 
It  is  confessedly  an  unpleasant  duty  to  undertake,  this  con- 
stant pointing  out  of  our  shortcomings ;  it  is  not  a  kind  of 
occupation  that  one  would  deliberately  select  as  a  means  of 
acquiring  popularity — (laughter) — and  I  am  particularly 
glad,  therefore,  of  the  present  opportunity  of  making  known 
that,  whether  my  complaints  are  justifiable  or  not,  they  are 
made  in  perfectly  good  faith,  and  with  a  purely  patriotic 
object — the  desire,  in  which  of  course  you  all  share,  to  see 


our  country  well  to  the  front  in  all  that  pertains  to  science 
and  industry. 

The  Ostrich-like  Habit  of  Hiding  our  Heads 
in  the  sand,  and  of  supposing  that  because  the  source  of 
danger  cannot  be  seen  it  does  not  exist,  is  no  longer  tolerable 
in  an  age  of  which  the  chief  characteristic  is  scientific  ad- 
vancement. The  first  point  that  has  struck  me  on  consider- 
ing the  course  of  study  arranged  for  our  pharmaceutical 
students  is  the  magnitude  of  the  subjects  as  compared  with 
the  time  allowed  for  their  acquisition.  I  learn  that  during 
the  three  years  of  apprenticeship  which  precede  the  actual 
course  of  study  there  is,  generally  speaking,  no  serious 
attempt  made  to  acquire  a  grounding  in  the  principles  of 
those  sciences  upon  which  pharmacy  is  based.  Indeed,  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  the  local  conditions  are  such  that 
the  apprentice,  however  zealous,  could  not  find  tho  necessary 
facilities  for  receiving  preliminary  scientific  instruction. 
The  practical  result  of  this  state  of  affairs  is  that,  unless 
during  the  period  of  apprenticeship  an  opportunity  is  given 
for  attending  some  elementary  science  classes,  the  whole 
burden  of  scientific  training  is  thrown  upon  the  staff  of  this 
School  of  Pharmacy,  or  of  those  other  establishments  which 
profess  to  cater  for  the  pharmaceutical  student.  Now,  with 
respect  to  the  qualifications  of  the  staff  of  this  School,  it  is 
impossible  to  speak  too  highly.  (Applause.)  The  names  of 
those  who  have  held  professorships  here  are  sufficient 
guarantee  that  in  the  past  you  have  been  enabled  to  attach 
to  this  establishment  men  of  the  greatest  distinction  in  the 
respecive  subjects  for  which  they  were  responsible,  and,  if 
I  may  venture  to  say  so  without  flattery,  you  are  no  less 
fortunate  in  your  present  staff.  (Applause.)  But,  however 
competent  the  professors,  and  however  keen  the  students,  it 
is  obviously  impossible  that  in  the  course  of  eight  or  nine 
months — bearing  in  mind  that  you  start  more  or  less  unpre- 
pared by  previous  training — any  great  mastery  can  be 
gained  over  the  sciences  of  chemistry  and  physics,  botany, 
pharmacy,  and  materia  medica.  And  even  if  we  add  to 
this  minimum  period  of  qualification  for  the  Minor  examina- 
tions the  six  months  required  for  the  Major  examination,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  programme  of  study  must  be  hurried 
through  at  a  most  unhealthy  pace — or,  in  other  words,  that 
there  is  a  danger  of  the  instruction  degenerating  into  cram. 
Having  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  which  I  assure  you  is 
purely  personal  and  unofficial,  and  which  may  find  no  sup- 
porter among  your  Councillors,  there  arose  naturally  and 
by  way  of  sequence 

Two  Questions  : 

1.  Is  the  programme  of  study  organised  so  as  to  utilise  the 
time  allowed  to  the  best  possible  advantage  ? 

2.  How  does  the  training  of  the  British  pharmacist  com- 
pare with  that  of  his  continental  brethren  ? 

With  respect  to  the  first  question,  I  find,  on  looking 
through  the  schedule  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  that 
there  is  nothing  of  the  nature  of  a  curriculum  or 
organised  co-ordination  between  the  various  courses. 
Each  professor  appears  to  carry  out  his  course  of 
instruction  independently  of  his  colleagues,  and  in 
educational  institutions  where  this  custom  prevails  there 
is  bound  to  be  a  loss  of  time  through  unnecessary 
repetition  and  overlap  of  subjects.  In  other  words,  to 
insure  the  best  results  in  a  given  time  from  a  staff  of  teachers 
professing  different  subjects,  there  should  be  a  definite  and 
systematised  coherence  between  the  respective  courses. 
This,  I  venture  to  think,  is  a  point  worthy  of  consideration 
by  the  Council.  Then  there  is  another  matter  which  I  told 
you  I  was  going  to  be  rash  enough  to  bring  forward,  and  1 
do  so  with  considerable  hesitation,  in  view  of  my  complaint 
that  the  one-session  programme  is  already  very  crowded. 
But  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  somewhat  of  an  anomaly 
that  physiology  should  find  no  place  in  the  curriculum  of  the 
pharmacist.  This  question  has  probably  been  raised  before, 
and  the  suggestion  may  not  find  favour  with  the  authorities. 
Nevertheless,  I  will  venture  to  state  the  case  for  what  it  is 
worth.  The  pharmacist,  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  medical  profession,  is  trained  in  those  branches  of 
science  which  bring  him  into  contact  with  medical  science, 
just  in  the  same  way  that  the  doctor  is  trained  in  subjects- 
such  as  chemistry,  materia  medica,  etc.,  which  enable  him 
to  issue  his  instructions — written  prescriptions — scientific- 
ally. If  it  is  the  primary  duty  of  the  doctor  to  know  most  in- 
timately the  working  of  that  machine,  the  human  organism, 
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which  is  committed  to  his  care,  is  it  not  desirable  that  the 
pharmacist  should  also  have  at  least  some  rudimentary  know- 
ledge of  the  physiological  processes  for  which  the  doctor 
orders  him  to  supply  remedies  ?  The  studies  which  are  con- 
sidered essential  for  your  qualification  are  based  upon  the 
principle  that  you  should  have  scientific  knowledge  of  the 
materials  with  which  you  deal — that  you  should  know  some- 
thing of  chemistry,  because  you  dispense  chemical  products  ; 
that  you  should  know  something  of  botany,  including  vege- 
table physiology,  because  your  materials  are  for  the  most 
part  of  vegetable  origin,  and  so  forth.  It  is  certainly  re- 
markable, in  face  of  this  principle,  that  some  knowledge  of 
the  mode  of  action  of  the  remedies  which,  under  medical 
direction,  you  are  called  upon  to  dispense  should  be  con- 
sidered beyond  the  scope  of  modern  pharmaceutical  educa- 
tion. My  plea  would  be  that  the  pharmacist  should  know 
at  least  as  much  human  physiology  as  the  medical  practi- 
tioner is  expected  to  know  of  chemistry — perhaps  more,  one 
might  say,  here  in  London,  in  view  of  the  tendency  to  crowd 
chemistry  out  of  the  medical  curriculum.  (Applause.) 
With  respect  to  the  second  question — namely, 

The  Training  of  Pharmacists  Abroad 
— my  attention  has  been  called  to  a  very  useful  set  of 
synoptical  tables  prepared  by  Dr.  Majeon  and  Professor 
Tschirch,  showing  the  state  of  pharmaceutical  education 
in  every  European  country.  Professor  Crossley  also  read 
a  paper  before  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1905,  in 
which  he  gave  a  very  full  account  of  the  education  of  the 
pharmacist  in  Germany.  From  these  sources  it  is  easy  to 
learn  that  in  pharmacy,  as  in  other  subjects,  we  have  allowed 
ourselves  to  fall  behind  other  countries.  This  may  be  con- 
sidered an  unfortunate  admission,  but  the  truth  must  be 
faced.  The  evidence  is  there  for  all  the  world  to  read,  and 
there  is  no  escaping  from  the  facts.  Perhaps  those  who 
were  responsible  for  the  framing  of  the  schedule  of  train- 
ing have  chosen  this  method  of  demonstrating  the  bril- 
liancy of  the  British  pharmaceutical  student — (laughter) — 
or  it  may  be — and  I  fear  this  is  the  true  explanation — that 
too  low  an  estimate  of  the  profession  of  pharmacy  in  this 
country  has  been  formed.  (Applause.)  Anyhow,  a  glance 
at  the  tables  published  in  1904  will  suffice  to  show  that, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  the  pharmacists  of  Italy  and 
Portugal,  the  British  pharmacist  is  expected  to  be  qualified 
in  a  shorter  time,  and  with  less  previous  scientific  prepara- 
tion, than  in  any  other  country  in  Europe.  I  am  afraid 
that  the  ruling  principle  here  is  the  same  as  that  which  has 
caused  us  to  fall  behind  in  other  subjects.  It  might  be 
embodied  in  the  statements  : 

Give  a  student  just  enough  training  to  enable  him  to  meet 
the  present  requirements  of  his  occupation,  and  no  more. 

Prime  him  with  just  sufficient  knowledge  of  his  subject  to 
enable  him  to  get  through  his  examination,  and  then  con- 
sider that  your  whole  duty  to  him  and  to  the  country  has 
been  discharged. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  adoption  of 
this  principle  by  any  nation  is  bound  to  lead  to  scientific 
and  industrial  degeneration.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  In 
calling  attention  to  these  dangers  ahead,  I  am  fully 
sensible  of  the  practical  difficulties  which  would  be  en- 
countered, and  which  would  have  to  be  overcome  before 
any  serious  attempt  could  be  made  to  extend  the  period  of 
training  for  the  British  pharmacist.  It  must  not  be  for- 
gotten, however,  that  the  scheme  under  which  he  is  trained 
was  drawn  up  a  long  time  ago,  and  has  been  in  operation 
without  any  serious  modification  ever  since.  During  that 
period  chemistry,  botany,  and  pharmacy,  like  other 
branches  of  science,  have  undergone  great  development, 
and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
whether  your  scheme  is  modified  or  not,  these  sciences  will 
go  on  developing  with  the  progress  of  research.  In  the 
early  days  of  science  it  was  possible  for  one  man  to  have  a 
sound  knowledge  of  more  than  one  subject.  It  may  be  re- 
membered that  at  one  period  in  the  history  of  the  University 
of  Oxford  the  chairs  of  botany  and  chemistry  were  held  by 
the  same  professor,  but  with  the  extension  of  knowledge 
omniscience  became  less  and  less  possible— you  have  more  to 
learn  than  your  predecessors,  and  your  successors  will  have 
more  to  learn  than  you.  If  the  problem  of  the  training  of 
our  pharmacists  is  not  boldly  taken  in  hand  now,  the  ques- 
tion is  bound  to  arise  in  a  more  acute  form  at  some  future 


period.  (Applause.)  It  may  be  well,  perhaps,  at  this  stage 
to  consider  what  are 

The  Actual  Requirements  of  the  Pharmacist, 
as  revealed  by  the  subjects  in  which  he  is  expected 
to  be  able  to  undergo  the  test  of  examination,  and  as  shown 
by  the  syllabus  of  each  subject  published  in  the  prospectus 
of  this  School.  These  requirements  are  assuredly  of  no> 
mean  order,  and  anybody  with  any  knowledge  of  the  sciences 
concerned  who  takes  the  trouble  to  look  into  the  programme, 
cannot  but  conclude  that  the  popular  notion  of  the  chemist, 
as  the  man  whose  sole  duty  is  to  make  up  mixtures  according, 
to  medical  instructions,  is  one  which,  like  many  other 
popular  conceptions  concerning  scientific  matters,  is  incom- 
plete, and  based  on  a  low-level  estimate  of  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  There  is  more  behind  the  qualifying  conditions  for 
pharmaceutical  proficiency  than  meets  the  eye  of  that  person 
whose  judgment  it  is  sometimes  useful  to  invoke.  I  refer 
to  "the  man  in  the  street."  (Laughter.)  Let  us,  for 
example,  take  my  own  subject  of  chemistry,  and  ask  what 
the  pharmacist  might  fairly  be  expected  to  know  of  this 
science.  My  authority  for  the  chemical  requirements  of  the 
pharmacist  is  your  authority — the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
The  materials  used  in  medicine  are  described  in  that  official 
work,  and  when  the  pharmacist  is  called  upon  to  supply  any 
of  these  materials,  what  is  he  really  expected  to  do  ?  He  is, 
in  fact,  incurring  the  responsibility  of  giving  to  his  fellow- 
creatures  certain  chemical  compounds,  or  mixtures  of  com- 
pounds, in  certain  specified  quantities.  The  physiological 
action  of  these  compounds  is  known  to  the  medical  man ;  the 
pharmacist,  under  existing  conditions,  is  not  required  to 
have  any  such  knowledge.  The  nature  and  quantity  of  the 
compounds  are  defined  by  the  doctor  in  his  prescription,  but 
the  responsibility  of  giving  the  right  thing  in  the  right  quan- 
tity rests  with  the  pharmacist.  Now,  many  of  the  com- 
pounds used  in  medicine  are  natural  products  of  a  high 
degree  of  complexity,  and  in  stating  that  the  precise 
quantity  to  be  administered  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, we  are  really  asking  the  pharmacist  to  be  quite 
sure  that  he  is  carrying  out  his  instructions  to  the  letter. 
This  means  that  he  must  be  sure  he  is  giving  a  definite 
chemical  compound  in  the  requisite  quantity,  and  this  again 
presupposes  that  he  is  giving  either  a  pure  chemical  sub- 
stance or  a  natural  product  containing  the  active  substance- 
in  known  quantity.  Even  in  the  case  of  the  simpler  inor- 
ganic compounds  used  in  pharmacy,  the  purity  is  a  matter 
of  importance.  These  questions  of  definiteness  of  composi- 
tion and  of  purity  of  materials  are  essentially  chemical 
questions  in  the  first  place,  and  the  course  of  instruction 
through  which  you  are  about  to  pass  will  enable  you  to 
realise  that  these  questions  cannot  be  lightly  handled.  The 
most  expert  of  chemical  workers  will  tell  you  that  the 
isolation  of  compounds  in  a  state  of  purity  is  generally  the 
most  difficult  part  of  his  work,  and  nobody,  unless  well 
drilled  in  laboratory  methods,  can  possibly  realise  to  the 
full  extent  the  meaning  of 

The  Term  "  Chemical  Purity." 
In  the  case  of  vegetable  products  consisting  of  highly  com- 
plex mixtures,  in  which,  perhaps,  one  or  two  only  of  the  com- 
ponents are  of  pharmaceutical  value,  and  these  often  present 
only  in  small  quantity,  the  isolation  of  quantitative  deter- 
mination of  the  essential  constituents  is  frequently  a  matter 
of  the  very  greatest  difficulty,  requiring  the  highest  techni- 
cal knowledge  and  analytical  skill.  (Applause.)  How 
much  of  this  knowledge  and  skill  is  supposed  to  be  acquired 
by  the  pharmacist  in  the  course  of  his  training  ?  The  Phar- 
macopoeia makes  it  very  plain  that  the  materials  used  in 
pharmacy  must  be  as  pure  in  the  chemical  sense  as  the  con- 
ditions admit  of  practically,  and  there  is  a  beneficent  Act. 
of  Parliament,  which  in  this  assembly  it  is  unnecessary  to 
specify,  under  which  the  pharmacist  is  reminded,  sometimes 
in_  terms  more  forcible  than  pleasant,  that  he  has  not  com- 
plied with  these  conditions.  The  chemical  and  physical 
properties,  and  the  qualitative  and  quantitative  tests  by 
which  pharmaceutical  materials  are  recognised  and  valued, 
are  all  described  in  the  official  volume.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  to  me — and  I  feel  bound  in  honesty  to  admit  that  I 
have  never  before  had  occasion  to  look  critically  into  the- 
Pharmacopoeia — that  in  the  way  of  exact  work  there  is  a 
section  dealing  with  the  preparation  of  test  solutions  for 
volumetric  estimations,  and  the  strength  or  purity  of  acid 
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and  alkaline  compounds  and  of  salts  is  shown  to  be  deter- 
minable by  so  much  of  the  compound  in  solution  requiring 
so  much  of  a  standard  solution  of  some  other  substance  for 
neutralisation  or  precipitation.  In  other  words,  there  seems 
to  be  laid  down  as  among  the  requirements  of  the  phar- 
macist a  general  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  volumetric 
analysis.  Now,  unless  he  allows  himself  to  become  a  mere 
follower  of  recipes — an  unintelligent  machine,  carrying  out 
certain  operations,  as  instructed  by  a  printed  page — the 
pharmacist  cannot  grasp  even  the  rudimentary  principles 
of  volumetric  analysis,  except  as  a  practical  application  of 
one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  chemical  science.  Moreover, 
I  find  in  this  same  official  volume  statements  concerning  the 
physical  properties  of  pharmaceutical  materials  :  specific 
gravity,  boiling  point,  optical  rotation,  crystalline  form,  etc. 
In  some  cases,  also,  where  the  materials  are  unstable  the 
pharmacist  has  to  make  his  own  preparations,  and  there  may 
be  local  conditions  under  which  he  is  even  obliged  to  make 
many  of  his  own  materials.  All  this  is  tantamount  to  saying 
that  he  must  be  scientifically  trained,  and  reverting  to  my 
original  question,  it  may  again  be  asked,  "  How  far  is  it 
possible  to  carry  a  student  over  the  ground  in  the  course  of 
one  session  ?  "  It  is  not  for  me  to  do  more  than  to  point  out 
that  this  matter  appears  to  be  worthy  of  serious  considera- 
tion by  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  prestige  of  British 
pharmacy.  (Applause.)  It  may  be  said,  and  with  justice, 
that  all  these  requirements  in  the  way  of  pharmaceutical 
training  are  met  by  the  schedule  through  which  you  are 
conducted  by  the  professors  of  this  School.  On  looking 
through 

The  Programmes  of  Lectures  and  Laboratory  Work 
in  chemistry,  for  example,  I  find  that  the  courses  are  so 
arranged  as  to  enable  the  student  who  conscientiously 
follows  them  out  to  have  just  that  kind  of  knowledge  and 
skill  which  the  practising  pharmacist  is  supposed  to  possess  ; 
and  if  I  may  again  pay  a  tribute  to  your  professoriate,  I 
should  say  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  anywhere  in  this 
country  men  better  able  to  conduct  their  classes  through  the 
respective  programmes.  (Applause.)  But,  still  the  ques- 
tion remains,  How  far  can  the  instruction,  compressed 
within  the  limits  of  the  allotted  time,  become  real  know- 
Sedge  ?  Must  there  not  necessarily  be  a  certain  amount  of 
surface  scratching  without  serious  penetration  ?  Perhaps 
the  state  of  affairs  may  be  best  realised  by  presentation  in 
this  form  :  it  is  estimated  that  the  education  of  a  student 
who  is  preparing  for,  let  us  say,  industrial  chemistry,  re- 
quires as  a  minimum  period  three  years.  I  should  prefer  to 
fix  it  at  five.  The  education  for  the  medical  profession 
extends  over  a  period  of  five  years.  Is  not  the  view  that 
the  pharmacist  requires  but  one-third  of  the  training  of  an 
industrial  chemist,  and  only  one-fifth  of  the  training  of  a 
medical  practitioner,  a  low-level  estimate  of  pharmaceutical 
qualification?  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  It  is  difficult 
to  consider  this  question  of  the  chemical  training  of  the 
pharmaceutical  chemist  without  enlarging  upon  the  broader 
theme  of  the  general  relations  between  chemistry  and  phar- 
macy. This  topic  might  very  well  have  furnished  material 
for  a  much  longer  address.  Speaking  for  my  own  subject, 
and  after  due  consideration  of  the  requirements  of  the 
modern  pharmacist,  I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying 
that  he  cannot  be  too  much  of  a  chemist,  and  he  may  very 
well  know  too  little  of  this  science.  It  is  evident  that  he  is 
legally  considered  to  be  a  person  upon  whom  rests  individual 
responsibility.  If  he  cannot  make  all  his  own  preparations, 
it  is  plain  that  he  is  expected  to  know  how  they  are  made 
and  how  to  assure  himself  that  the  manufacturer  upon  whom 
he  depends  supplies  the  right  materials.  All  this  means  that 
he  must  undergo  a  sound  chemical  ti'aining,  and  the  same 
argument  undoubtedly  holds  good  for  the  other  subjects 
■comprised  in  your  scheme  of  education.  I  need  hardly 
remind  you,  by  way  of  further  emphasising  the  close  rela- 
tionship between  our  two  subjects,  how  chemistry  has  been 
.advanced  by 

The  Researches  of  Pharmacists, 
and  how  pharmacy  has  profited  by  the  discoveries  of 
chemists.    The  case  is  so  well  summed-up  by  Ernst  Von 
Meyer  in  his  "History  of  Chemistry"  that  I  cannot  do 
better  than  quote  his  words  : 

With  the  rapid  enlargement  of  the  medical  treasury  the 
problems  which  confront  the  pharmacist  have  likewise  grown 


in  a  very  high  degree.  If  the  latter  is  to  do  justice  to  the 
demands  which  are  made  upon  him,  he  must  be  equipped 
with  a  catholic  and  thorough  knowledge  of  chemistry.  The 
development  of  pharmaceutical  chemistry  in  recent  years  is 
for  the  most  part  concurrent  with  that  of  particular  branches 
of  the  pure  and  applied  science.  The  discoveries  of  inorganic 
and  organic  compounds  which  have  proved  of  importance  for 
pharmacy  have  likewise  been  of  great  value  for  chemistry 
itself.  In  the  domain  of  analytical  chemistry  we  see  the 
assiduous  and  scientifically  educated  pharmacist  striving 
after  similar  aims  with  the  chemist.  The  former  ought  to 
have  a  thorough  knowledge  and  be  master  of  the  approved 
analytical  methods  which  are  required  for  the  testing  and 
examining  of  official  drugs,  as  well  as  of  food  and  drink,  and 
should  also  be  prepared  for  legal  cases  where  chemistry 
comes  into  play.  Pharmaceutical  chemistry  is,  in  fact,  con- 
nected in  the  most  intimate  manner  with  pure  chemistry, 
for  both  have  the  same  foundations. 

I  have  thought  it  desirable  to  quote  these  passages  in 
their  entirety  because  their  author  is  a  professor  in  the 
Technical  High  School  of  Dresden,  and  they  give  us  a  very 
good  idea  of  the  standard  of  qualification  of  the  German 
pharmacist.  The  remarks  which  I  have  ventured  to  put 
together  for  this  occasion  will,  I  hope,  be  taken  in  the  spirit 
in  which  they  are  offered.  (Applause.)  They  are  addressed 
to  the  future  rather  than  to  the  present,  and  if  any  practical 
result  should  follow  from  them,  your  present  course  of 
study  will  in  no  way  be  affected.  Rightly  interpreted,  they 
should  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  you  who  are  about  to  enter  this 
School  to  make  the  most  of  your  opportunities  here.  In  so 
far  as  they  have  any  argumentative  value — and  there  are 
those  present  who  are  much  better  judges  of  this  than  I 
am — they  simply  amount  to  raising  the  question  whether 
the  time  is  not  ripe  for  reconsidering  the  training  of  the 
British  pharmacist.  For  my  own  part,  after  looking  quite 
impartially  into  the  evidence,  after  considering  the  require- 
ments and  the  present  educational  course  framed  to  meet 
them,  after  taking  into  consideration  the  latest  develop- 
ments of  science  and  the  comparative  training  of  the  British 
and  foreign  pharmacist,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
this  question  cannot  be  dealt  with  too  soon.  There  are, 
moreover,  special  reasons  for  inviting  attention  to  this 
matter  on  the  present  occasion,  and  I  will  venture  to  put 
these  forward  as  briefly  as  possible  before  concluding.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  is  in  the  unique  position  of  being 
vested  with  a  power  which,  for  other  subjects  here,  and  for 
pharmacy  as  well  as  other  subjects  abroad,  is  entrusted  only 
to  Government  Departments  or  to  Universities — that  is  to 
say,  the 

Power  of  Granting  Certificates  of  Competency 
to  practise.  This  Society  has  accordingly  set  the  standard  of 
qualification  requisite  in  their  judgment  to  enable  the  phar- 
macist to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  medical  profession  and 
to  the  public  with  the  skill  and  knowledge  necessary  to 
insure  confidence  in  his  ability.  Now,  speaking  myself  as  a 
member  of  the  public,  it  must,  I  think,  be  admitted  that 
this  power  conferred  by  the  Privy  Council  has.  on  the  whole, 
been  wielded  in  a  most  satisfactory  way.  (Hear,  hear,  and 
applause.)  The  medical  man  passes  on  his  prescription  to 
the  pharmacist  with  confidence,  and  the  public  receive  the 
result,  internally  or  externally — (laughter) — with  equal 
confidence.  Speaking,  in  the  next  place,  as  a  person  in- 
terested in  education,  I  should  like  to  pay  this  tribute  to 
the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society — that  you  have  not 
allowed  yourselves  to  get  rid  of  your  responsibility  by 
simply  holding  examinations ;  but  you  have  become  also  a 
teaching  body,  and  by  so  doing  you  have  brought  yourselves 
into  intimate  relationship  with  the  actual  requirements  of 
your  profession — a  degree  of  intimacy  which  is  impossible 
on  the  part  of  any  examining  board  which  cuts  itself  adrift 
from  teaching.  (Applause.)  And.  lastly,  if  I  may  speak 
as  a  member  of  the  body  scientific,  I  should  like  to  say  that 
you  have  vitalised  your  School  by  giving  recognition  to  the 
principle  that  knowledge  is  progressive  and  not  stationary, 
that  a  teaching  centre  must  also  be  a  focus  of  active  investi- 
gation, and  that  the  stimulating  influence  of  research  is  the 
most  precious  of  all  influences  that  can  keep  a  school  of 
applied  science  up  to  its  standard  of  highest  efficiency. 
For  the  contributions  to  chemistry  and  pharmacy  which 
have  emanated  from  your  laboratories  you  have  earned  the 
gratitude  of  the  scientific  public  and  of  the  country  at  large, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  most  earnestly  hoped,  that  this  prin- 
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ciple  to  which  you  have  given  recognition  at  a  time  when 
the  country  is  sorely  in  need  of  such  examples,  will  be  most 
strenuously  upheld  in  the  future.  In  stating  that  there  are 
special  reasons  for  considering  now  the  question  of  reform- 
ing the  training  of  our  pharmacists,  I  have  in  mind  two 
points  which  to  me  appear  of  particular  importance.  In  the 
first  place,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  for  many  years  past  a 
change  has  for  various  reasons  been  coming  over  the  profes- 
sion of  pharmacy.  The  modern  pharmacist,  through  the 
introduction  of  new  remedies,  the  discovery  of  new  modes 
of  treatment,  the  invention  of  patent  medicines,  and  the 
manufacture  of  tabloidal  preparations,  and  through  various 
other  forms  of  competition — some  quite  legitimate,  and 
others  quite  illegitimate — has  been  compelled  to  become  less 
of  a  dispenser,  and  more  of  a  tradesman,  than  used  formerly 
to  be  the  case.  (Hear,  hear.)  This  is,  of  course,  simply 
equivalent  to  admitting  that  pharmacy  is  subject  to  those 
same  evolutional  changes  which  influence  every  other  depart- 
ment of  human  activity.  But,  as  you  know,  survival  under 
evolution  means  power  of  adaptation  to  changing  conditions, 
and  the  question  is  whether  the  pharmacist  of  the  future  is 
to  survive  by  progression  or  to  undergo  degeneration, 
whether  the  standard  of  qualification  fixed  by  this  Society 
a  long  time  ago  is  to  remain  unchanged  under  a  changing 
environment.  If  it  is  to  be  modified,  the  modification  can- 
not but  be  in  an  upward  direction,  for  in  the  present  age 
stagnation  means  degeneration.  The  pharmacist  of  the 
future  must  be  better  equipped  for  the  struggle  of  life  than 
his  predecessors,  and  from  our  point  of  view  that  means 
that  his  training  must  be  both  broader  and  deeper  in  all 
those  sciences  which  bear  upon  his  profession.  For  my  own 
part — although  I  am  quite  prepared  to  be  told  that  I  am 
wrong — I  cannot  help  thinking  that  much  of  the  competi- 
tion from  which  modern  pharmacy  has  suffered  in  this 
country  is  the  result  of  insufficient  training ;  that  if  our 
pharmacists  had  been  more  of  chemists  the  inventions  and 
discoveries  which  have  told  against  them  would  have  come 
from  within,  and  would  not  have  been  left  to  the  resource- 
fulness of  more  highly  trained  specialists  outside  their  own 
ranks.  (Applause.)  The  other  point  to  which  I  wish  to 
refer  is  the  recognition  of  a  higher  standard  of  pharma- 
ceutical qualification  outside  the  sphere  of  operations  of  this 
Society.  As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  a  movement  has  been 
set  going  of  late  years  having  for  its  object  the  adoption  of 
pharmacy  as  a  University  subject. 

Degrees  in  Pharmacy 
are,  in  fact,  granted  by  the  Universities  of  Manchester, 
Glasgow,  and  Edinburgh — (Sir  Joseph  Swan  :  And  New- 
castle)— and  Newcastle,  I  am  informed,  and  the  matter  is 
under  consideration  at  Birmingham  and  St.  Andrews.  There 
is  also  a  school  of  pharmacy  attached  to  the  University  of 
Liverpool.  The  principle  of  giving  full  recognition  to 
applied  science  as  a  qualification  for  a  University  degree  is 
a  healthy  sign  of  the  times,  and  is  unquestionably  a  move 
in  the  right  direction.  I  may  remind  you  that  in  some  of 
our  newer  Universities,  such  as  Manchester,  Leeds,  and 
Birmingham,  there  are  chairs  of  applied  science  in  various 
branches,  such  as  dyeing,  tinctorial  chemistry,  tanning,  the 
leather  industry,  and  brewing,  etc.  Now,  if  the  Universities 
are  going  to  take  up  this  subject  of  pharmaceutical  educa- 
tion, it  seems  to  me  that  the  standard  of  qualification  will 
as  a  necessary  consequence  be  automatically  forced  up.  It 
may,  of  course,  be  said  that  the  Universities  are  simply 
doing  the  same  work  that  is  done  by  this  school — namely, 
preparing  for  the  Minor  and  Major  examinations  held  by 
this  Society.  While  that  is  true  up  to  a  certain  point,  they 
are  also  doing  something,  and  it  is  just  the  leavening  influ- 
ence of  that  "something  more"  that  may  sooner  or  later 
bring  about  a  reconsideration  of  the  standard  of  qualifica- 
tion of  the  practising  pharmacist  in  this  country.  It  is 
evident  from  the  information  with  which  I  have  been 
supplied  that  the  Preliminary  qualifications  demanded  by 
this  Society — the  evidence  of  general  education,  and  the 
three  years  of  apprenticeship — are  not  considered  sufficient. 
The  three  years  of  apprenticeship  are,  in  fact,  discounted 
as  of  no  educational  value  by  way  of  preparation.  In  the 
case  of  Manchester,  for  example,  the  student  must  first  pass 
the  University  Matriculation  examination,  and  he  then  at 
once  enters  the  pharmaceutical  department,  where  he  must 
spend  three  years  if  he  is  going  in  for  the  final  B.Sc.  in 


pharmacy.  He  is  considered  qualified  to  enter  for  the  Minor 
examination  at  the  end  of  his  first  year,  and  for  the  Major 
examination  at  the  end  of  his  second  year.  He  cannot 
graduate  until  he  has  completed  three  years  and  passed  the- 
Final  examination.  Without,  however,  troubling  you  with 
further  details,  it  is  clear  that  this  latest  development  in 
technical  education  cannot  but  react,  as  is  no  doubt  intended, 
upon  the  profession  of  pharmacy. 

The  Practical  Outcome 

must  be  to  turn  out  a  class  of  pharmacists  more  scientifically 
trained  than  has  hitherto  been  possible.  They  will  be  a> 
body  of  young  men  not  only  possessed  of  the  special  qualifi- 
cations of  your  Minor  and  Major  examinations,  but  men 
who,  starting  from  a  higher  level  of  general  education,  will 
be  capable  of  capping  the  highest  standard  producible  under 
the  present  system.  If  this  University  movement  is  a 
progressive  one,  as  there  is  every  reason  for  believing  that 
it  will  be,  there  must  come  into  competition  with  the  chemist, 
and  druggist  of  the  present  standard  a  new  army  of  recruits 
having  a  wider  and  deeper  and  a  more  thoroughly  scientific 
grasp  of  pharmacy  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term.  In 
view  of  this  development  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  the  medical  profession,  the  general  public,  and  the 
pharmaceutical  profession  itself  will  expect  a  higher  stan- 
dard in  the  future.  Who  is  to  set  that  standard,  if  not  the 
Society  into  whose  hands  has  been  placed  the  power  which, 
in  other  countries  is  wielded  by  the  State  in  co-operation 
with  the  Universities  and  Technical  High  Schools?  In 
addressing  a  new  generation  of  pharmaceutical  students  in 
terms  which  may  appear  somewhat  critical  of  the  courses 
for  which  they  are  about  to  enter,  I  hope  I  have  not  been 
guilty  of  any  serious  breach  of  privilege.  It  may  possibly 
be  considered  by  some  of  those  present  that  the  Scriptural! 
legend  has  been  inverted,  and  that  the  prophet  who  was 
called  in  to  bless  your  labours  has  cursed  them  altogether. 
(Much  laughter.)  However,  if  this  view  of  my  remarks 
should  be  taken,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  retaliate  by 
reminding  me  that  in  the  same  legend  there  is  reputed  k> 
have  been  a  non-human  participant  also  endowed  with  con- 
versational powers  for  the  occasion.  (More  laughter.)  But 
I  trust  that  I  have  not  played  the  role  of  the  third  party  at 
this  gathering — (laughter) — and  I  can  assure  you  that  the 
ideas  which  I  have  ventured  to  formulate — tentatively,  I 
should  like  to  add — are  prompted  solely  by  the  desire  of 
insuring  the  maintenance  by  our  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
that  highest  standard  of  qualification  for  the  British  phar- 
macist which  the  age  demands,  and  which  the  past  tradi 
tions  of  the  Society  and  of  its  School  may  confidently  leadl 
us  to  expect.    (Loud  applause.) 

Vote  of  Thanks. 

Professor  Tilden,  F.R.S.,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to- 
Professor  Meldola  for  his  address.  The  question  of  the- 
education  of  the  pharmacist  has,  he  said,  been  discussed  in- 
a  broad  spirit,  and  as  an  experienced  teacher  of  chemistry 
Professor  Meldola  is  entitled  to  be  listened  to  with  the 
greatest  respect.  He  (the  speaker),  from  his  forty-five 
years  of  experience,  agreed  as  to  the  enormous  difficulties 
that  follow  attempts  to  pour  into  the  young  mind  enormous, 
volumes  of  knowledge  in  a  short  time.  The  students  present 
need  not  be  alarmed,  as  changes  could  not  be  made  before 
some  time  has  elapsed  ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  suggestions 
would  be  carefully  considered  by  the  Council  of  the  Society. 
Many  of  the  points  were  open  to  debate  and  criticism,  and  he 
(the'speaker)  did  not  agree  with  all  the  suggestions.  Pro- 
fessor Tilden,  continuing,  said  that  every  mind  has  a  special 
and  limited  rate  of  absorption  of  knowledge  which  cannot 
be  accelerated  by  doubling  the  number  of  lectures.  A 
definite  time  is  needed  to  make  a  subject  part  of  the  student's 
mental  constitution.  The  complaint  as  to  the  number  of 
subjects  required  is  one  which  can  be  made  of  all  examining 
bodies.  Apprenticeship  is  an  essential  part  of  the  phar- 
macist's curriculum,  and  he  was  surprised  to  hear  that  it  is 
ignored  by  the  Birmingham  University.  When  a  young 
man  enters  on  the  study  of  pharmacy  he  has  a  business  side 
of  his  career  to  consider  as  well  as  the  scientific  subjects  of 
materia  medica,  botany,  and  chemistry.  In  acquiring  the 
business  elements  the  apprentice  necessarily  obtains  a  train- 
ing which  fits  him  the  more  for  the  formal  studies  which  he 
undertakes  upon  entering  a  school  of  pharmacy.    When  one 
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iooks  back  over  fifty  years  it  is  easy  to  realise  the  enormous 
advances  that  have  been  made  in  pharmaceutical  education. 
Professor  Tilden  then  gave  some  reminiscences  of  his  early 
association  with  the  School  of  Pharmacy.  He  first  visited 
17  Bloomsbury  Square  about  1858,  when  the  laboratory  was 
■situated  in  that  part  of  the  house  which  is  now  the  lecture- 
iheatre,  in  which  they  were  then  assembled.  Along  one  side 
was  a  number  of  furnaces,  the  place  was  full  of  fumes, 
smoky  and  dirty,  which  with  the  glare  of  the  furnaces  sug- 
gested an  alchemist's  laboratory.  He  was  deeply  impressed 
•with  the  scene,  and  very  anxious  to  join  in  the  operations. 
Before  he  joined  the  School  the  laboratory  had  been  re- 
moved to  the  top  of  the  house,  but  there  was  still  a  good 
■deal  of  melting  and  sublimation  carried  on  in  cast-iron 
furnaces.  Things  were  very  different  then ;  students  had 
<not  many  of  the  appliances  which  are  now  looked  upon  as 
essential.  In  those  days  they  had  to  make  their  own  india- 
rubber  tubing  from  sheet  rubber;  there  were  no  flasks,  only 
■the  Florence  flasks  that  had  been  used  for  oil ;  gas  combus- 
tion furnaces  had  not  been  devised,  his  first  combustions 
having  to  be  made  in  Liebig's  charcoal  furnace — many  a 
headache  and  sickness  he  had  suffered  from  the  charcoal 
fumes.  There  was  only  one  little  text-book  containing  all 
the  chemistry  and  physics  required,  which  present-day 
■students  may  think  an  advantage.  (Laughter.)  Now  things 
■are  of  a  different  order,  and  apparatus  which  was  never 
•dreamt  of  is  now  in  common  use.  One  thing  which  did  not 
■exist  in  the  early  days  was  a  department  devoted  specifiea'ly 
to  research — there  can  be  no  advanced  teaching  unless  it  is 
associated  with  research.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  may 
well  pride  itself,  in  the  face  of  a  great  amount  of  cynical 
indifference  and  opposition,  on  having  carried  on  an  im- 
proving system  of  education  within  its  own  walls.  The 
time  has  come  when  the  voluntary  association  should  receive 
some  substantial  recognition  from  the  public.  (Hear,  hear.) 
If  the  University  of  London  should  establish  degrees  of 
pharmacy  a  chair  of  pharmacy  might  be  founded  in  the 
Society's  School  or  aid  given  in  procuring  some  financial 
assistance  for  the  most  eminent  school  in  the  British  Empire. 
In  regard  to  degrees  in  pharmacy,  these  would  naturally 
only  be  taken  by  those  at  the  top  of  the  profession ;  but 
•experience  has  shown  that  the  presence  of  such  a  class  of 
highly  educated  men  at  the  top  stimulates  everyone  in  the 
profession,  improves  matters  all  round,  and  attracts  a  large 
number  of  people  to  the  profession.   (Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  JosEr-H  Swan  briefly  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks,  and 
this  being  put  to  the  meeting  was  carried  with  loud  applause. 

Professor  Meldola  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the  re- 
marks that  had  been  made  and  for  the  opportunity  that  had 
been  given  him  of  coming  to  address  the  students. 

The  President  announced  that  light  refreshments  were 
being  served  in  the  examination-hall,  and  that  anyone  who 
wished  could  inspect  the  premises. 


COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  table  of  the  Council-chamber  was  on  Wednesday  de- 
corated with  some  very  fine  specimens  of  Scotch  thistles, 
and  as  the  Councillors  entered  the  room  they  rubbed  their 
eyes  in  astonishment  at  such  an  unusual  sight.  The  explana- 
tion appears  to  be  that  some  wags  the  other  side  of  the 
Tweed  have  chosen  this  way  of  showing  the  Council  the 
resentment  that  is  felt  in  regard  to  the  by-laws  which  are 
waiting  the  approval  of  the  Privy  Council.  One  very  fine 
thistle  was  labelled  "  For  the  President,"  another  was 
inscribed  "  The  Secretary,"  and  a  third  box  "  For  the  rest 
•of  the  Council."  The  legend  "  Nemo  me  impune  lacessit" 
was  all  the  explanation  that  the  packages  contained,  but 
the  plaster-boxes  and  white  demy  betrayed  the  pharma- 
ceutical origin  of  the  specimens.  We  may  add  the  joke  was 
taken  in  good  part,  although  no  allusion  was  made  to  it 
during  the  Council-meeting.  The  Scotch  Councillors  were 
either  not  "in  the  know"  or  they  played  their  part  well. 
There  was  not  a  very  full  agenda,  although  it  is  two  months 
since  the  last  meeting,  and  the  business  was  finished  well 
within  the  hour.  Eeferences  were  made  by  the  President 
to  the  death  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Baildon  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Birkbeck 
■{Lincoln),  and  the  Vice-President  mentioned  the  death  of 


Dr.  W.  H.  Ince  when  referring  to  a  memorial  donation  to 
the  Benevolent  Fund  received  from  Mr.  Joseph  Ince. 
Grants  amounting  to  174Z.  were  made  from  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  and  it  was  decided  to  elect  six  more  annuitants  in 
December.  The  deputation  from  the  Western  Chemists' 
Association  re  proprietary  and  secret  remedies  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  Council  on  the  previous  day,  and  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  deputation  are  to  be  considered.  Mr. 
S.  R.  Atkins  sent  a  large  portrait  in  oils  of  himself  for  the 
acceptance  of  the  Society.  The  painting  has  been  executed 
by  Mr.  Lewis  Brown,  and  is  a  three-quarter  length  portrait, 
the  benevolent  expression  being  fairly  well  caught.  The 
picture  was  gratefully  accepted. 


The  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  at  16  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  on  October  2.  There  were  present 
the  President  (Mr.  J.  R.  Young),  Vice-President  (Mr. 
J.  F.  Harrington),  Treasurer  (Mr.  Walter  Hills),  and 
Messrs.  C.  B.  Allen,  A.  S.  Campkin,  M.  Carteighe,  W.  G. 
Cross,  W.  L.  Currie,  W.  H.  Gibson,  R.  L.  Gifford,  A. 
Hagon,  J.  Harrison,  A.  E.  Hobbs,  C.  J.  Park,  P.  F. 
Rowsell,  D.  Storrar,  E.  White,  and  A.  C.  Wootton. 

Deaths. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  taken  as  read 
and  confirmed,  after  which 

The  President  referred  to  the  deaths  of  Dr.  H.  B. 
Baildon  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Birkbeck.  Dr.  Baildon  was  many 
years  ago  a  member  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Scotch  Board 
of  Examiners.  He  left  pharmacy  for  the  world  of  letters, 
where  he  greatly  distinguished  himself.  Mr.  J.  T.  Birk- 
beck, of  Lincoln,  who  died  last  month,  had  been  a  Divisional 
Secretary  for  over  fourteen  years,  in  this  capacity  doing  a 
large  amount  of  work  for  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer  said  that  for  some  time  he  was  at  Tun- 
bridge  School  with  Dr.  Baildon,  and  had  maintained  a 
friendship  with  him.  Dr.  Baildon  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  at  a  very  critical  time,  when  the  North  British 
Branch  was  reorganised,  and  his  amiable  disposition  helped 
to  make  the  reorganisation  practicable.  He  had  a  frail 
body  but  a  great  mind,  and  always  showed  the  greatest 
kindness  to  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Mr.  Storrar  said  he  succeeded  Dr.  Baildon  as  one  of  the 
representatives  of  Scotland  on  the  Council.  Dr.  Baildon 
did  great  service  to  the  Society  and  in  other  departments 
of  public  life.  He  was  a  cultivated  and  able  man,  who 
never  quite  reached  the  niche  which  he  was  entitled  to  fill. 
He  seemed  to  have  tried  to  reconcile  the  unreconcilable — the 
pursuit  of  literature  and  the  business  of  pharmacy.  His 
whole  interest  was  in  literature,  and  if  he  had  been  trained 
and  educated  to  that  end  he  would  have  reached  greater 
heights. 

Mr.  Cross  added  that  Dr.  Baildon  and  he  were  elected 
to  the  Council  in  the  same  year,  and  during  the  two  years 
they  were  serving  together  were  intimate  friends. 

Mr.' Carteighe  spoke  of  his  intimacy  with  both  Dr.  Bail- 
don and  his  father.  He  (Mr.  Carteighe)  had  watched  Dr. 
Baildon's  progress  in  the  world  of  letters  with  considerable 
interest.  His  ambition  was  possibly  more  or  less  damped 
by  the  necessity  of  engaging  in  business  in  his  early  days. 

The  Secretary  was  asked  to  express  to  the  relatives  the 
sympathy  of  the  Council. 

Elections  and  Restorations. 

A  number  of  persons  were  respectively  elected  members 
or  student-associates,  and  some  were  restored  to  their 
former  positions  in  the  Society. 

Finance. 

The  Vice-President  presented  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  which  showed  the  following  receipts 
since  July  : 

Penalties  and  costs   £101  11  5 

Examination-fees    1,101    9  0 

Subscriptions    144    7  6 

"Pharmaceutical  Journal"   904  15  1 

School-fees    3o   o  n 

Restoration-fees    2   2  U 

The  balance  remaining  after  paying  the  amounts  ordered  at 
the  August  Council-meeting  was  7581.  9s.  4eZ. 
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The  amounts  recommended  for  payment  were  as  follows  : 


On  behalf  of  the  "  Journa 

1"  £1,010  1 

7 

Sundries 

...          ...           01  u 

"Z 

o 

Rent   

  205  0 

0 

Stationery,  etc  

  28  15 

5 

Current  expenses 

  400  0 

0 

Salaries,  etc  

  271  5 

0 

School  and  examinations 

  89  3 

5 

Law-charges   

  52  2 

6 

£2,107  14 

2 

2  balances  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  accounts  were 

Current  account  ... 

 £588  3 

7 

[Recommended  for 

payment,  10/.  14s.] 

Donation  account  ... 

  5  14 

f> 

Orphan  Fund 

  105  15 

8 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  that  some  special  donations  had  been  received 
for  the  Benevolent  Fund.  One  of  these  was  a  sum  of  five 
guineas  from  Mr.  Joseph  Ince  in  memory  of  his  son,  Dr. 
W.  H.  Ince,  who  died  recently  (see  C.  <£•  D.,  August  24, 
p.  334).  Donations  of  21.  18s.  9d.  and  11.  2s.  6d.  were  also 
received  from  the  Newcastle  Chemists'  Association  and  the 
Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy  as  proceeds  of  social 
events. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Treasurer  was  authorised  to  pay  the  Manchester, 
Bell,  Redwood,  and  Burroughs  scholars  moieties  of  their 
scholarships,  except  in  the  first  case,  where  the  whole  sum 
was  to  be  disbursed. 

Benevolent  Fund. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  taken 
in  committee,  after  which 

Mr.  Cross  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report.  He  said  the 
meeting  was  a  long  one,  as  there  was  two  months'  work  to 
do.  Of  the  sixteen  cases  considered  twelve  were  relieved, 
grants  amounting  to  174/.  being  recommended.  Owing  to 
the  response  at  the  festival  dinner,  it  has  been  decided  to 
make  up  the  number  of  annuitants  to  thirty-eight,  the  same 
as  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  a  resolution  carried  autho- 
rising the  election  of  six  annuitants  on  December  10.  There 
will  be  nine  candidates. 

Organisation. 

The  report  of  the  Organisation  Committee  referred  to  the 
local  meeting  which  is  to  be  held  in  Manchester  on  Octo- 
ber 16.  The  agenda  was  submitted,  from  which  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Gifford,  Mr.  Kemp,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  White,  and 
Mr.  Bremridge  are  to  address  the  meeting. 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  that  it  is  proposed  to  hold  a  meeting  at  Notting- 
ham on  October  24. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Bloomsbury  Codex. 

A  letter  on  the  agenda — it  was  taken  as  read — was  from 
the  sub-committee  appointed  in  1903  to  prepare  a  "com- 
pendium of  medicines."  The  committee's  labours  are  com- 
plete, and  the  book  is  to  be  issued  shortly.  The  letter  sug- 
gested that  the  committee  be  reappointed  from  year  to  year. 

The  President  said  the  Journal  Committee  would  con- 
sider the  reappointment  of  the  sub-committee. 

The  Treasurer  agreed  to  having  the  matter  considered 
by  a  committee,  although  he  would  not  be  prepared  without 
further  consideration  to  agree  straight  off  to  the  reappoint- 
ment of  the  sub-committee.  He  had  no  doubt  the  work 
would  be  a  gcod  one,  but  he  would  prefer  to  see  the  book 
before  coming  to  a  decision.  So  far,  like  the  patriarch  of 
old,  he  had  had  to  take  the  book  on  faith ;  but  he  trusted 
it  would  lead  to  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  and 
be  of  benefit  to  the  medical  profession  and  pharmacy.  One 
work  was  contemplated,  but  an  altogether  different  one 
produced.  "But,"  continued  the  Treasurer,  amid 
laughter,  "we  all  get  wiser  as  we  go  on."  He  preferred 
to  wait  and  see  how  the  book  is  received  by  others,  but 
sincerely  hoped  that  it  would  be  a  useful  work  for  the 
dispensing  chemists  of  this  country. 

Secret  Remedies. 
A  deputation  from  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  on 
proprietary  and  secret  remedies  waited  on  the  Parlia- 


mentary and  General  Purposes  Committee  on  the  previous 
evening.  The  Secretary  read  a  report  of  the  proceedings, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  White  introduced  the 
deputation,  and  that  Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale,  Mr.  J. 
Cofman,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Barrett  spoke.  The  matter  is  to  be 
carefully  considered  by  the  Council. 

Other  Business. 

The  draft  ot  a  new  Pharmacy  Bill  was  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Council. 

A  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  selection 
of  examiners  for  next  year. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Privy  Council,  dated'  " 
August  17,  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
statement  made  at  an  inquest  at  Fulham  that  it  was  not 
the  custom  of  the  trade  to  get  the  signature  of  a  purchaser 
of  Easton's  syrup  tabloids.  The  Coroner's  observations 
were  also  enclosed. 

The  President  said  the  letter  justified  the  steps  taken 
by  the  Council  in  this  matter,  and  showed  that  the  prosecu- 
tion recently  undertaken  was  not  vindictive. 

Mr.  Atkins's  Portrait. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins,  ex-President 
of  the  Society,  asking  the  Society's  acceptance  of  his  por- 
trait painted  in  oils  as  some  reminder  of  his  thirty  years' 
association  with  the  Council  of  the  Society. 

The  President  said  the  Council  willingly  accepted  the. 
gift,  and  were  glad  to  have  a  tangible  reminder  of  their 
former  colleague.  The  President  added  that  Mr.  Atkins 
was  at  the  Pharmacy  Club  dinner  on  Monday  night,  and 
looked  surprisingly  well  and  active. 

The  Vice-President,  Mr.  Rowsell,  and  Mr.  Campkin 
also  spoke  in  praise  of  Mr.  Atkins. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  the  thanks  of  the 
Council  to  Mr.  Atkins  for  his  present. 

This  ended  the  public  business. 


3nMa  anb  tbc  J£ast. 


Projected  Science  Laboratory. — Mr.  Jacob  Sassoon,  of 
Bombay,  is  about  to  give  a  large  sum  of  money  to  the 
Elphinstone  College,  Bombay,  for  the  purpose  of  equipping 
an  up-to-date  science  laboratory. 

"The  Central  Chemical  Laboratory  of  Formosa"  is 
the  title  of  a  new  company,  with  a  capital  of  3,000,000  yen, 
which  is  projected.  A  large  chemical  laboratory  is  to  be 
constructed  in  Formosa,  and  operations  on  a  large  scale 
are  anticipated. 

Crossed  Cheques. — A  curious  custom  exists  among 
chemists  and  druggists  in  Osaka.  If  a  cheque  is  crossed 
with  two  lines  it  is  understood  that  it  will  not  be  payable 
until  within  the  first  three  days  of  the  month  after  the 
cheque  is  dated. 

An  Explosion  of  Potassium  Chlorate  occurred  last 
month  at  the  laboratory  of  Neda  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
opticians,  Osaka,  whereby  two  persons  were  fatally  injured. 
Part  of  the  roof  was  blown  off,  and  damage  to  the  extent  of 
about  2,000  yen  was  done. 

A  Military  Surgeon  of  the  first  class  named  Mitsui,  who 
was  head  of  the  pharmacy  at  the  Tai-len  Hospital,  Man- 
churia, has  been  discharged,  along  with  several  of  his  staff, 
in  connection  with  a  scandal  regarding  the  supply  of  impure 
and  adulterated  drugs  and  chemicals  and  other  medical 
supplies  to  the  hospital. 

Indian  Sulphuric  Acid. — Under  the  auspices  of  the 
well-known  chemist  Dr.  P.  C.  Ray,  arrangements  have 
been  completed  at  the  Bengal  Chemical  and  Pharmaceutical 
Works,  Ltd.,  Upper  Circular  Road,  Calcutta,  for  manu- 
facturing sulphuric  acid.  The  manufacture  of  other  in- 
dustrial chemicals  will  also  be  taken  in  hand. 

The  Ethics  of  Proprietaries. — A  general  meeting  of 
Japanese  druggists  was  held  at  Kanda,  Tokyo,  on  Septem- 
ber 15.  The  principal  subjects  discussed  were  the  question 
of  whether  it  is  right  or  not  to  sell  medicinal  preparations 
not  named  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  Japonica,  and  how  to 
distinguish  genuine  medicinal  preparations  from  patent 
medicines. 
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Cannon  Street  Eclogues. 

Of  the  wind  on  the  moor,  or  the  song  in  the  trees, 
Of  the  rose  of  the  dawn,  or  the  sigh  of  the  breeze, 

We  may  sing  not  of  these  ; 
But  of  wisdom  that's  drowned  in  the  Sessional  seas, 
Of  the  Tale  that  is  hushed,  or  political  wheeze, 

Wo  may  sing  you  of  these. 
Thistles. 

The  Council  had  met  in  a  holiday  humour, 

Albeit  their  rest  had  been  broken  by  rumour, 

Of  one  who'd  been  haled  before  common  tribunal, 

To  suffer  for  good  of  the  brethren  communal. 

The  President  strongly  protested  that  if  he 

Had  not  been  so  badgered  by  Council  that's  Privy, 

He  ne'er  would  have  kicked  at  the  Boot  that  he  kicked  at, 

And  Kensington  Brother  would  ne'er  have  been  nicked  at! 

Though  By-laws  are  bringing  a  bit  of  a  bother. 

And  the  Call  of  the  Scot  is  not  easy  to  smother, 

And  it's  evident  quite  that  if  one's  in  a  row,  he 

Can  safely  depend  on  a  Dott  or  a  Cowie ; 

Yet  the  Councillors  met  feeling  heartwhole  and  happy, 
And  they  spoke  of  their  joys  and  a  summer  so  sappy, 
And  the  quip  and  the  crank  from  each  to  each  went,  till 
It  was  plain  that  none  cared  a  sublime  Continental. 
But  the  path  of  the  Great  with  red  danger  aye  bristles, 
And  they  blanched  when  they  saw  three  big  boxes  of 
thistles ; 

And  the  words  that  were  spoken — we  scarce  can  repeat  'em — 
When  one  whispered  low  :  "  I  suppose  we're  to  eat  'em." 
And  they  saw  through  the  gloaming  in  dark  winter  weather, 
The  grey  wraiths  on  the  mountain,  the  fire  in  the  heather ; 
And  they  shuddered  and  shook,  we  are  fain  to  confess  it, 
When  they  read  that  :  "  Nemo  me  impune  lacessit." 

Tunbridge  Wells  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  33  Mount 
Pleasant,  Tunbridge  Wells,  on  Friday,  September  27.  The 
President,  Mr.  T.  Johns,  in  the  chair.  The  following 
members  were  also  present  :  Messrs.  Batting,  Bishop,  P.  T. 
Gower,  Harden,  Hobbs,  Eogers,  Webb,  and  Phillips.  A 
lengthy  discussion  took  place  on  the  Poisons  Schedule. 
It  was  considered  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and 
the  discussion  was  adjourned  until  the  next  meeting  to  see 
what  steps  were  being  taken. 


Preliminary  arrangements  were  made  in  regard  to  the 
evening  meetings  to  be  held  during  the  winter.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  these  in  November  and  February. 


Blackpool  and  Fylde  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Palatine  Hotel,  Blackpool, 
on  Friday,  September  27,  the  President,  Mr.  Johnson,  in 
the  chair.  It  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Turner  ,  be  nominated 
as  Divisional  Secretary.  It  was  also  decided  to  commence 
the  Wednesday  half-holiday  on  October  9,  closing  at  12.30. 
The  question  of  winter  closing  hours  was  deferred  to  the 
next  meeting.  A  discussion,  in  which  all  present  took  part, 
followed  re  the  sale  of  poisons  in  ordinary  medicine  bottles. 
Mr.  Galloway  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Association. 
The  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  Boothroyd)  reported  that  several 
papers  had  been  promised  for  the  coming  winter,  and 
hoped  members  would  attend  the  meetings  regularly. 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Council  of  this  Society  was  held  at  St. 
Bride  Institute,  Ludgate  Circus,  London,  E.C.,  on 
October  2.  There  were  present  the  President  (Mr.  Julius 
Caesar),  Mr.  R.  Blanchford,  Mr.  J.  R.  Cornish,  Mr.  F.  S. 
Horsey,  Mr.  S.  W.  Woolley,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr. 
J.  H.  Cuff).  Reports  from  committees  were  received  and 
adopted,  after  which  the  following  new  members  were 
elected  :  Mr.  F.  Barlow,  Weybridge ;  Mr.  J.  Brown,  Ber- 
wick-on-Tweed ;  Mr.  W.  j.  Gregory,  Ware ;  Mr.  T. 
Llewellyn,  Ogmore  Vale,  Glam.  ;  Mr.  H.  0.  Lloyd,  Bir- 
mingham;  Mr.  E.  Poulson,  Folkestone;  and  Mr.  A.  H. 
Turner,  Mouton,  Eccles. 

The  following  associates  were  also  elected  :  Mr.  J. 
Meakin,  Nottingham  ;  Mr.  A.  Mayne,  Cork  :  and  Mr'  W 
Proctor,  Bexhill. 


Peterborough  Chemists'  Association. 

The  members  spent  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon  at  Stam- 
ford on  Thursday,  September  26.  The  party  included 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C."Bayley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Parker,  Messrs.  T.  M.  Baxter,  T.  J.  Calcutt,  John  G. 
Sturton,  Frank  A.  Sturton,  J.  S.  Prior  Johnson,  and 
John  W.  Hall.  Leaving  Stamford  by  brake,  the  route 
along  the  beautifully  wooded  slopes  of  Rutlandshire  was 
via  Empingham,  Normanton  Park,  North  Luffenham,  and 
Kelton.  This  was  excellent  preparation  for  the  capital 
tea  which  claimed  the  attentions  of  the  party  on  reaching 
the  Stamford  Hotel,  and  this  again  was  excellent  prepara- 
tion for  the  meeting  which  followed  at  6.30.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Baxter  (Vice-President),  owing  to  the  absence  from  home 
of  Mr.  F.  N.  Whitwell  (President),  was  voted  to  the 
chair.  The  scheme  for  the  better  organisation  of  local 
I  associations  suggested  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was 
1  discussed  and  approved.  It  was  decided  to  proceed  with  a 
scheme  propounded  in  1905  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring 
uniformity  among  the  members  of  the  Association  in  selling 
!  poisons  ;  also  to  request  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  authorising  local  Secretaries 
to  collect  subscriptions  and  donations  for  the  fund  and 
to  issue  receipts. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Baxter 
for  presiding,  and  a  similar  compliment  was  paid  to  Mr. 
Prior  for  making  the  arrangements  for  the  very  enjoyable 
function. 


Brighton  Association  of  Pharmacy. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  was  held  at  the  A.  B.  C. 
Rooms,  57  King's  Road,  Brighton,  on  Thursday,  Septem- 
ber 26.  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibson,  F.C.S.  (President),  was  in  the 
chair,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  J.  Padwick, 
C.  G.  Yates,  H.  J.  Franklin,  F.  B.  Savage,  C.  E.  Robinson, 
H.  M.  Black,  A.  Hall,  J.  K.  Padwick,  J.  Plowright,  C.  S. 
Ashton,  C.  A.  Blarney,  and  E.  G.  Gibson.  The  President 
was  re-elected  for  the  fifteenth  year  in  succession.  The 
Vice-Presidents  elected  were  Messrs.  W.  W.  Savage,  H.  M. 
Black,  J.  Padwick,  and  C.  G.  Yates.  The  Hon.  Secretaries 
were  re-elected,  and  the  committee  comprises  Messrs.  C.  S. 
Ashton  (also  Librarian),  N.  G.  Beck  (Burgess  Hill),  C.  A. 
Blarney,  R.  A.  Cripps.  F.I.C..  A.  Hall,  J.  K.  Padwick, 
A.  Plowright,  J.  Plowright,  and  C.  T.  WTood  (Southwick). 

The  report  by  the  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  E.  Robinson)  was 
received  and  adopted.  It  showed  the  membership  to  be 
forty-five.  The  Treasurer's  report  was  also  adopted,  the 
balance  in  hand  being  close  on  11.  It  is  proposed  to  start 
two  courses  of  twelve  evening  pharmacy  and  dispensing 
classes  at  the  Technical  College  this  winter,  and  the  Prin- 
cipal asked  the  co-operation  of  employers  in  bringing  these 
classes  to  the  notice  of  their  apprentices  and  assistants. 
The  classes  start  on  Monday,  October  7,  at  5.15  till  10  p.m., 
provided  at  least  six  students  attend.  The  proceedings 
closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  retiring  officers  and  to  the 
chair. 


Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society. 

A  Special  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Builders'  Exchange, 
Cross  Burgess  Street,  on  Tuesday,  October  1,  Mr.  H.  Ant- 
cliffe  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present 
Messrs.  H.  G.  Williams  (Hon.  Secretary),  J.  B.  Pater,  J.  G. 
Jackson,  R.  D.  Douglas,  R.  Dixon,  F.  W.  Whitworth,  J.  C. 
Gibson,  G.  Marsden,  Job  Preston,  P.  Carr,  J.  T.  Appleton, 
F.  Medley,  J.  Dale,  and  C.  H.  Hewitt. 

Buying  Section. 
The  President  explained  that  since  the  last  meeting  cir- 
cumstances had  arisen  which  had  slightly  altered  the 
position.  Some  of  the  older  members  of  the  Society  felt 
that  they  could  not  be  attached  to  a  trade  section,  and  one 
or  two  of  them  felt  that  they  would  have  to  resign  if  the 
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section  were  financially  attached  to  the  Society.  One  of 
their  members  held  an  official  appointment  which  would  not 
allow  him  to  be  attached  to  a  trading  concern,  and,  so  far 
as  he  himself  was  affected,  according  to  the  regulations 
relating  to  his  appointment  he  would  not  be  allowed  to 
belong,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  trading  body.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  Buying  Section  felt  that  they  should 
not  interfere  with  the  liberty  of  the  individual  members  of 
the  Society,  and  they  had  decided  to  separate  it  entirely. 
(Hear,  hear.)   He  then  formally  moved 

That  the  resolution  passed  on  January  9,  1907,  sanctioning 
the  formation  of  a  Buying  Section  in  connection  with  the 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society  be  re- 
scinded, as  in  future  the  Buying  Section  is  to  be  carried  on 
as  a  separate  body. 

Mr.  Whitworth  seconded  the  motion.  Mr.  Pater  thought 
the  resolution  extremely  wise,  and  believed  there  was  no 
reason  why  the  Section  should  not  be  eminently  successful 
apart  from  the  Society.  Mr.  Preston  objected  to  the  Society 
accepting  any  financial  responsibility  for  the  Buying 
Section,  and  suggested  that  the  motion  did  not  free  it  from 
the  Society.  Mr.  Carr  questioned  Mr.  Preston,  and  no 
amendment  being  made  the  motion  was  put  to  the  vote.,  and 
carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Stringer,  of  13  Minns  Road,  was  (on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Carr,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jackson)  elected  an 
associate  of  the  Society. 

The  voting  papers  for  the  election  of  Council  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  have 
now  been  issued,  and  show  the  attendance  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  at  the  ten  meetings  held  during  the  past 
year  as  follows,  viz.  :  Messrs.  H.  Antcliffe  (President), 
ten;  H.  G.  Williams  (Hon.  Secretary),  ten  ;  J.  T.  Appleton, 
nine  ;  J.  Austen,  five  ;  P.  Carr,  eight ;  R.  D.  Douglas,  four ; 
A.  R.  Fox,  one  ;  J.  G.  Jackson,  eight ;  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme, 
four  ;  J.  B.  Pater,  five  ;  G.  Squire,  nine  ;  and  F.  W.  Whit- 
worth, seven. 


East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  Hastings, 
on  September  26,  Mr.  C.  G.  Skyrme  (President)  in  the 
chair.  The  Secretary  reported  upon  correspondence  re- 
specting the  B.P.  Codex,  the  Remington's  "Pharmacy" 
competition,  Federation,  and  other  matters.  It  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  nominate  Mr.  Tharle  for  re- 
appointment as  Divisional  Secretary. 

The  President  and  Secretary  were  appointed  to  represent 
the  Association  in  Federation  affairs. 

The  Functions  of  Local  Associations 
was  the  subject  of  an  address  by  the  President,  who  con- 
cisely set  forth  the  necessity  of  chemists'  associations  repre- 
senting all  or  the  majority  of  chemists  in  business  within  the 
district  covered,  and  being  so  united  as  to  act  authorita- 
tively and  decisively  in  matters  affecting  their  common  in- 
terests. He  considered  that  there  should  be  general  par- 
ticipation by  members  in  the  w  ork  of  associations,  and 
urged  the  importance  of  their  being  able,  through  reading 
their  trade  journals,  to  discuss  the  problems  of  the  trade 
and  current  events  of  interest  to  the  body  politic.  He 
touched  upon  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines  which  yield 
profit  to  the  extent  of  Id.  in  the  shilling,  stating  that  this 
is  inadequate  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a  business.  The  only 
way  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  is  through  an  association. 
He  also  touched  upon  the  social  side  of  associations,  and 
urged  that  the  growth  of  the  fraternal  spirit  among 
chemists  not  only  adds  to  their  personal  pleasure,  but  is 
helpful  to  them  in  business  difficulties,  and  secures  united 
action  when  occasions  for  it  arise. — Mr.  Ewbank  Smith, 
in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Skyrme,  congratulated 
him  on  his  address,  especially  selecting  for  commendation 
his  remarks  on  unprofitable  proprietary  articles.  The  ex- 
penses of  an  average  retail  business  are  not  less  than  25  per 
cent,  of  the  returns.  He  declined  to  stock  unremunerative 
articles,  but  he  wished  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  he  did 
not  often  miss  sales.  The  purchaser  must  pay  not  only  the 
manufacturer's  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  article  pur- 
chased but  for  the  accommodation  provided  by  the  re- 
tailer.— Mr.  John  Smith  and  Mr.  Rossiter  also  strongly 
urged  wide  consideration  of  the  "  patents  "  question. 


THE  ninth  annual  Convention  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Retail  Druggists  of  the  United  States  com- 
menced in  the  Orchestra  Hall,  Chicago,  on  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 16,  at  8  p.m.,  and  continued  until  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 19.  Mr.  Charles  F.  Mann  (Detroit),  President  of 
the  Society,  presided.  The  attendance  was  large,  about 
350  delegates  having  signed  the  roll,  but  this  was  fewer 
than  was  expected.  Our  correspondent,  writing  about  it 
from  Chicago,  says  the  meeting  was  characterised  by  an 
earnestness  of  purpose  which  indicates  that  the  members 
have  perfect  faith  in  the  future  of  the  organisation.  The 
primary  purpose  of  the  organisation  was  the  protection  of 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  members.  The  Convention 
is  composed  of  delegates  from  subsidiary  local  organisa- 
tions, the  representation  from  which  is  based  upon  the  num- 
ber of  dues  (subscriptions)  paid  by  members.  Each  mem- 
ber pays  $4,  and  each  local  association  is  entitled  to  send 
one  delegate  to  the  General  Convention  for  each  twenty- 
five  members  of  the  local  organisation.  The  falling  off  in 
attendance  from  475  last  year  shows  diminished  interest. 

Since  the  last  annual  Convention  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment brought  an  action  against  the  National  Wholesale 
Druggists'  Association,  the  National  Association  of  Retail 
Druggists,  and  the  Proprietary  Association  of  America,  in 
regard  to  the  agreement  which  existed  covering  the  retail 
price  of  proprietary  medicines  of  various  kinds  ;  and  in  the 
result  the  Court  held  that  this  constituted  a  trust,  and 
was  therefore  in  contravention  of  the  Sherman  Anti-Trust 
Act.  There  was  no  conviction,  as  the  defendants  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Federal  authorities  to  discon- 
tinue all  existing  contracts.  This  action  has  weakened  the 
influence  of  the  N.A.R.D.,  which  had  been  rapidly  grow- 
ing through  the  aid  it  extended  the  retailer  in  securing 
better  prices. 

It  was  freely  predicted  that  the  Chicago  Convention 
would  be  the  critical  point  in  the  history  of  the  organisa- 
tion, and  that  the  Association  was  likely  to  disintegrate. 
Various  communistic  schemes  had  been  proposed  for  using 
the  organisation  and  forces  of  the  Association  after  the 
Federal  suits  had  been  settled.  Among  these  were  pro- 
posals to  establish  a  co-operative  buying  club  of  nationai 
proportions  as  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  Association. 
Another  was  the  establishment  of  a  co-operative  manu- 
facturing plant.  These  two  propositions  were  laid  before 
the  members  for  a  vote  by  mail  early  in  the  year,  and  the 
propositions  were  both  defeated  by  an  overwhelming 
majority.  A  movement  was  then  set  on  foot  to  convert 
the  "Notes"  of  the  Association,  which  is  now  confined! 
exclusivity  to  the  treatment  of  the  affairs  of  the  organisa- 
tion and  which  does  not  carry  any  advertisements,  into 
a  full-fledged  pharmaceutical  journal  with  advertisements. 
This  proposal  was  the  bone  of  contention  at  the  most 
exciting  meeting  of  the  three  days'  Convention.  The  ad- 
vocates of  the  change  were  so  enthusiastic  in  its  support, 
that  it  looked  at  one  time  as  if  the  opposing  factors  might 
come  to  blows  on  the  floor  of  the  Convention  Hall.  The 
proposal,  however,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  208,  as 
against  133  in  favour  of  the  proposed  change. 

The  defeat  of  this  measure  leaves  the  organisation  in  the 
position  of  pursuing  the  same  line  of  work  which  it  has  been 
carrying  on.  This  consists  at  present  largely  in  solidify- 
ing the  local  organisations  and  in  aiding  them  in  carrying 
on  propaganda  work  in  favour  of  the  prescribing  of  the 
preparations  listed  in  the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia  and  of  the 
National  Formulary.  The  Conservative  element  in  the 
Association  was  also  triumphant  in  securing  the  election 
of  officers  who  represent  that  wing  of  the  membership.  The 
officers  elected  were  :  President,  Thomas  H.  Potts,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Chas.  L.  McBride, 
Kingston,  N.Y.  ;  A.  Timberlake,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  ;  and 
S.  L.  Elkins,  Atlanta,  Ga.  The  Secretary,  Thomas  B. 
Wooten,  Chicago,  and  Treasurer,  Louis  Emanuel,  of  Alle- 
gheney  City,  Pa.,  were  both  re-elected. 

This,  in  outline,  is  the  net  achievement  of  the  Chicago 
Convention,  which  closes  a  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
Association,  and  the  coming  year  will  tell  whether  the 
next  chapter  will  be  "  Conclusion  "  or  not.  At  present  it 
looks  like  it. 
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Colonial  ano  foreign  IRcws. 


Proprietary  Medicines  in  Russia. — A  notice  appears 
in  the  "Journals  of  the  Medical  Council  "  as  to  the  publica- 
tion of  the  constituents  of  medicines  imported  from  abroad, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that,  whereas  proprietary  medicines 
prepared  in  Russia  have  their  constituents  and  method  of 
•composition  published,  this  is  not  the  case  with  imported 
foreign  medicines,  and  in  consequence  they  are  advertised 
widely  without  declaration  of  their  constituents,  etc., 
being  known,  enjoying  quite  a  privileged  position.  It  is 
desirable  that  their  contents  should  be  known,  and  the 
Medical  Council  ought  to  publish  same  in  the  "  Gazette  of 
General  Health,  Forensic  and  Practical  Medicine,"  as  is 
•clone  with  medicinal  preparations  made  in  Russia.  The 
Medical  Council  proposes  that,  at  the  same  time  as  the  notice 
of  permission  to  import  foreign  medicines  into  Russia 
appears  in  the  above-named  journal  and  the  "  Government 
Gazette,"  the  composition  of  such  medicines  and  the 
method  of  making  them  shall  likewise  be  published.  At 
the  same  time  the  Medical  Council  thinks  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  publish  the  composition  of  medicines  already 
admitted  into  Russia,  and  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior  is  to  be  asked  in  regard  to  this. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Trinidad. — A  meeting  of 
this  Society  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Institute,  Port  of 
Spain,  on  August  30,  Mr.  Lewis  0.  Inniss  (Vice-President) 
in  the  chair.  Among  others  present  were  Messrs.  J.  H. 
Hart  (Government  Botanist),  Boswell  Inniss,  Austin  R. 
Inniss,  Henry  S.  Adams,  J.  A.  Lompres,  J.  E.  Samuels, 
Hugh  Inniss,  H.  C.  Ghent,  G.  McCarthy,  and  G.  Cruden 
Diffenthaller  (Hon.  Secretary).  A  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  John  G.  Ferrier,  F.C.S.,  regretting  inability  to  be 
present,  was  read,  and  other  correspondence  with  Dr.  Prada, 
Secretary  of  the  Medical  Board  and  Council,  was  also  com- 
municated to  the  meeting  by  the  Hon.  Secretary.  A  new 
•country  member,  Mr.  Joseph  Nelson,  of  Arima,  was 
elected.  A  paper  on  "  Purgative  Medicines,"  by  Mr.  James 
Biggart,  of  Tobago,  was  read  by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  and  the 
Society's  thanks  were  directed  to  be  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Biggart.  In  commenting  on  the  paper  Mr.  Hart  referred  to 
the  existence  in  Tobago  of  a  plant  commonly  known  as  the 
Huniterman's  Plant  {Onijihalia  Mega  Carpa,  N.O.  Euphor- 
biacecv),  which  has  been  proved  to  possess  purgative  pro- 
perties more  powerful  than  castor  oil.  The  seed  of  this 
plant  was  subjected  for  scientific  investigation  to  Professor 
Cash,  of  Aberdeen,  whose  favourable  report  upon  its 
properties  as  a  purgative  has  convinced  Mr.  Hart  that  it 
might  lead  to  a  good  future  industry  in  Tobago.  The 
Chairman  then  read  an  interesting  paper  on  "Ganja." 
Among  the  names  by  which  the  flower  heads  of  the  female 
plant  of  cannabis  indica  are  known  are  "  Hashich  "  among 
the  Orientals,  "Majoon"  in  Calcutta,  "  Mapuchari "  in 
Cairo,  and  "  Dawamise "  among  the  Arabs.  The  Eastern 
peoples  give  the  drug  such  fanciful  names  as  "  Increase  of 
Pleasure,"  "  Leaf  of  Delusion,"  and  "  Cementer  of  Friend- 
ship." After  describing  the  plant,  its  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations, and  its  therapeutic  value,  he  referred  to  the 
Ordinances  in  Trinidad  restricting  the  cultivation  and  im- 
portation of  the  plant.  A  licensed  druggist  may  sell  only 
on  the  prescription  of  a  medical  practitioner.  With  regard 
to  Customs  duty  on  imported  ganja  he  said  : 

The  duty  which  is  to  be  paid  upon  every  pound  of 
ganja  after  it  has  been  made  up  into  legal  packets  and 
before  it  is  allowed  to  leave  the  Customs  is  15s.  The 
parcel  supplied  by  the  Customs  for  putting-up  ganja  is  a 
cotton  bag  with  the  words  "  Customs  Trinidad  "  and  the 
quantity  it  contains  printed  on  it.  Under  the  supervision 
of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  warehouse,  men  employed  by 
the  licensed  dealer  put  the  ganja  up  into  the  bags  and  tie 
the  necks ;  the  ends  of  twine  with  which  the  bag  is  tied  are 
then  secured  with  a  bit  of  lead,  upon  which  a  Custom  official 
affixes  a  seal  in  such  a  way  that  the  sealed  lead  could  not  be 
used  again  to  fasten  another  bag.  The  smallest  packet  in 
which  ganja  is  put  up  in  the  Customs  is  1  oz. ;  the  retail 
price  of  this  bag  at  the  dealers  is  54c. 

In  discussing  the  paper  Mr.  Hart  said  that  in  Jamaica 
ganja  was  grown  without  any  restrictions  and  smoked  freely 
among  the  coolies.  The  Chairman  having  been  thanked 
for  his  paper,  a  short  discussion  on  trade  topics  took  place 
before  the  meeting  ended. 


Business  Cbanoes. 


Mr.  J.  Savage  has  sold  his  business  at  67  Stratford  Road, 
Plaistow,  to  Mr.  J.  Williams. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Pratt,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cleckheaton, 
has  opened  a  branch  at  High  Street,  Heckmondwike. 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  White,  chemist  and  druggist,  Beacons- 
field,  has  opened  a  branch  business  at  Farnham  Common. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Harding,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  branch  of  Messrs.  Brewis  &  Mcintosh,  at  49  Highland 
Road,  Southsea. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Grimwade,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Clark,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, at  81  Cornwall  Road,  Bayswater,  W. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Muddiman  (late  Harrison  &  Muddiman), 
essential  oil  importer  and  exporter,  has  removed  to  more 
extensive  premises  at  91  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London, 
E.C. 

Mr.  Richard  Fitzhugh,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  having 
retired,  the  business  at  21  Long  Row,  Nottingham,  has 
been  taken  over  by  Mr.  Charles  F.  Carr,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Cousins,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Ambleside, 
has  purchased  the  business  at  13  Derby  Street,  Leek,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Hartley,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Boreham,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  High 
Street,  North  East  Ham,  has  acquired  the  business  at 
St.  Margaret's,  Twickenham,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr. 
J.  W.  Simpson. 

Mr.  Chas.  J.  A.  Taggart,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of 
Waterloo,  Liverpool,  has  purchased  the  business  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Daniels,  150  Merton  Hall  Road, 
Wimbledon,  S.W. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Earle,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed  his 
business  from  22  Market  Street,  Hull,  where  it  had  been 
established  for  nearly  100  years,  to  King  Edward  Street, 
which,  in  consequence  of  recent  street-improvements,  may 
now  be  considered  the  shopping  centre  of  the  city. 

The  business  of  "  Murrays,  Ltd.,"  which  has  been 
opened  in  City  Road,  Wincheater,  owes  its  inception  to 
Mr.  Charles  Murray,  who  informs  us  that  he  was  not 
manager  for  Boots,  Ltd.,  at  Winchester,  as  stated  in  last 
week's  issue. 

The  partnership  existing  between  Messrs.  W.  J.  C. 
Hendrey  and  H.  A.  Martin,  trading  as  Hendrey  &  Martin, 
colonial  brokers,  9  Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  has  been 
dissolved.  Mr.  Hendrey  will  continue  the  business  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  J.  Stanley  Puckle,  under  the  style  of 
Hendrey  &  Puckle. 

Boots  Ltd.  are  at  present  building  new  premises  on 
Pride  Hill,  Shrewsbury.  They  are  well  advanced,  and 
should  be  ready  for  opening  in  a  few  weeks.  The  front  has 
double  circular  windows,  with  entrance  in  the  centre,  the 
windows  set  back  three  or  four  feet  so  that  spectators  are 
clear  of  the  traffic.  When  opened,  the  premises  will  have  a 
most  imposing  effect,  being  built  on  the  old  style  of  house 
so  characteristic  of  Shrewsbury,  and  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
business  street. 

A  Neat  and  Attractive  Booklet,  luxuriously  produced  and 
purporting  to  be  descriptive  of  the  Union  Jack  Club  recently 
opened  by  the  King,  but  really  dealing  mainly  with  cash- 
registers,  has  been  issued  by  the  National  Cash  Register  Co., 
Ltd.,  225  and  226  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London,  W.  It  is  a 
smart  advertising  idea. 

Substitution  in  China. — Messrs.  W.  P.  Thompson  &  Co., 
Liverpool,  inform  us  that  a  proclamation  has  been  issued  by 
Jui  Cheng,  the  Taotai  of  Shanghai,  in  regard  to  the  imitation 
of  British  goods  by  natives.  Reference  is  made  to  special 
brands  of  soap  which  are  often  sophisticated  in  China.  The 
edict  threatens  severe  punishment  to  those  who  persist  in 
imitating  British  goods. 

These  two  prosecutions  should  have  a  good  result  if  they 
check  the  unrestricted  sale  of  dangerous  drugs  to  persons  who, 
though  not  desiring  to  make  any  illegal  use  of  them,  would 
act  more  wisely  in  not  trifling  with  them.  They  should  wait 
to  obtain  them  until  their  use  is  ordered  by  a  medical  practi- 
tioner. So  remarks  the  "  Lancet  "  in  regard  to  the  recent 
Easton's  syrup  tabloid  cases. 
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Japanese  3oMne. 

(From  a  Special  Correspondent.) 


THE  chemical  exhibits  at  the  Tokio  Exhibition,  which 
has  just  closed,  were  of  particular  interest  as  showing 
a  marked  advance  in  two  important  industries  :  (1)  Acids, 
alkalis,  and  superphosphates  ;  and  (2)  Iodine. 

Of  the  first  I  might  write  further  on  another  occasion, 
but  the  matter  of  iodine  is  of  special  interest  just  now  in 
view  of  the  present  activity  of  the  Iodine  Ring.  The  items 
exhibited  included  iodoform,  crude  and  resublimed  iodine, 
iodides  of  potassium  and  sodium,  potassium  chloride,  sul- 
phate and  carbonate,  and  some  of  the  raw  materials,  such 
as  seaweed,  kelp,  and  tobacco  ash.  A  special  silver  medal 
was  secured  by  Saburosuke  Suzuki,  known  in  Japan  as  the 
"  Iodine  King,"  who  also  took  a  gold  medal  at  the  St.  Louis 
Exposition  and  is  the  holder  of  several  other  medals  and 
certificates  for  iodine  products.  Chiujiro  Kase,  another 
well-known  name  in  the  Japanese  iodine  industry,  had  a 
very  neat  exhibit,  but  for  some  reason  did  not  secure  a 
medal.  The  Osaka  Iodine  Company  was  also  awarded  a 
silver  medal.  ' 

Iodine  is  manufactured  in  Japan  in  the  little  villages 
round  the  coast.  The  seaweed  is  gathered  and  a  very  crude 
iodine  extracted,  which  is  sold  to  the  large  dealers,  who 
further  refine  it  and  sell  for  home  consumption  or  export. 
With  these  small  producers  there  is  no  capital  invested 
and  no  large  factories.  In  slack  times  the  iodine  is  made, 
and  the  cost  of  production  is  practically  nil.  The  industry 
is  comparatively  new,  but  capable  of  very  extensive  de- 
velopment both  in  Japan  itself  and  also  in  Formosa,  Korea, 
and  Saghalin.  * 

The  large  dealers  have  until  recently  been  in  keen  com- 
petition, and  the  buying  of  kelp  and  the  crude  iodine  from 
the  small  villages  has  been  consequently  at  a  figure  which 
left  the  exporters  small  profit,  but  now  matters  are  likely  to 
be  different,  as  all  the  main  manufacturers  and  dealers  have 
been  brought  together  and  a  company  formed,  styled  the 
"Japan  Chemical  Industry  Co.,  Ltd."  A  new  and  up-to- 
date  factory  will  be  erected,  and,  in  addition  to  buying 
cheaper  from  the  villagers,  a  considerable  reduction  will 
be  made  in  the  cost  of  manufacture.  Tobacco  ash,  which 
is  rich  in  potash  salts,  is  now  obtainable  from  the  Govern- 
ment at  a  very  cheap  rate.  Chloride  and  sulphate  of 
potash  will  be  produced  in  large  quantities,  and  both  find  a 
ready  sale  for  manure  purposes,  but  the  chloride  is  par- 
ticularly wanted  for  the  conversion  of  nitrate  of  soda  into 
nitrate  of  potash  for  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder  and 
also  for  fireworks,  for  which  Japan  is  famous. 

There  is  also  a  strong  probability  of  a  further  develop- 
ment which  will  be  supported  by  Government  subsidy, 
and  as  all  these  things  will  materially  reduce  the  cost  of 
production  of  iodine  in  Japan,  the  "  Ring  "  is  getting  very 
anxious  and  making  strenuous  effort  to  get  Japan  to  join 
them.  A  proposition  was  made  to  the  Japanere  Govern- 
ment that  a  monopoly  should  be  created,  all  iodine  to  be 
bought  from  the  "Ring"  at  a  very  cheap  figure,  and  the 
manufacture  of  it  by  Japanese  to  be  prohibited.  This 
would  mean  that  Japan  would  not  produce  chloride  of 
potassium,  and  would  therefore  be  dependent  on  Germany 
or  India  for  supplies  of  saltpetre.  The  Government  is 
therefore  bound  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  see  that  the  iodine 
industry  in  this  country  is  kept  alive.  Negotiations  are 
still  proceeding  between  the  "Ring"  and  various  foreign 
merchants  who  are  not  concerned  in  the  iodine  business,  but 
the  "Ring"  still  hesitates  to  approach  the  heads  of  the 
Japanese  Iodine  Syndicate  direct. 

A  strong  effort  was  made  in  the  eighties  to  crush  the 
Japanese  production  by  dropping  the  price  considerably,  but 
the  "Ring"  was  rather  surprised  on  putting  up  the  price 
again  to  find  that  their  action  had  had  the  very  opposite 
result,  and  from  that  date  the  production  rapidly  increased. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  give  statistics  of  production  or 
exports,  as  we  are  not  anxious  to  post  the  "Ring"  too 
fully  on  our  position.  Recently  Japan  has  been  steadily 
dropping  the  price  of  iodine  and  potassium  iodide,  and  the 
latter  has  been  offered  in  London  as  low  as  6s.  6d.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.  terms.  The  reason  of  this  doubtless  puzzles  the 
"  Ring,"  but  Japan  has  her  own  game  to  play  at  present, 
and  if  the  "  Ring  "  does  not  reduce  the  price,  japan  will. 


£rabc  IRcport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  "elected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  October  3. 

THERE  is  little  of  interest  to  note  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets,  the  opinion  being  expressed  in  most 
quarters  that  business  is  not  up  to  expectations.  Among 
the  heavy  chemicals,  alterations  are  mostly  upwards, 
including  an  advance  in  caustic  soda,  saltcake,  ammonia 
sulphate,  and  American  potashes.  Sulphate  of  copper,  on 
the  other  hand,  has  declined  considerably.  Permanganate 
of  potash  is  firm,  and  with  a  higher  cost  of  production 
prices  for  next'  year  will  probably  be  higher.  In  fine 
chemicals,  phenacetin  is  firm,  and  sulphonal  is  in  brisker 
demand.  Quinine  has  sagged,  the  bark  shipments  for 
September  having  been  heavy,  but  the  immediate  course 
of  the  market  will  be  determined  by  to-day's  sale  at 
Amsterdam.  Morphine  is  firm,  but  opium  remains  dull. 
Japanese  refined  camphor  is  quieter  at  the  advanced  rates. 
Cream  of  tartar  is  much  dearer,  as  the  result  of  storms  in 
the  Midi.  In  drugs,  chamomiles  and  buchu  are  higher, 
the  latter  being  now  scarce  on  the  spot.  Cascara 
sagrada  is  again  easier,  and  cod-liver  oil  is  also  the 
turn  cheaper.  B.P.  almond  oil  is  lower,  as  raw  material 
is  plentiful.  Good  dragon's  blood  is  scarce  and  wanted.  In 
outside  articles,  shellac  has  again  receded  on  cheaper  Cal- 
cutta offers,  but  prices  are  irregular  and  the  position 
uncertain.  Turpentine  is  higher.  The  principal  changes 
are  indicated  below  :— 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Ammonia 

Buchu 

Cascara 

Almond  oil 

sulphate 

Galls,  blue 

sagrada 

(B.P.) 

Caustic  soda 

(c.i.f.) 

Cod-liver  oil 

Castor  oil 

Chamomiles 

Saltcake 

Male  fern  ext. 

(Hull) 

Cream  of  tartar 

Tragacanth 

Quinine 

Copper 

Potashes 

Wax,  Japan 

(sec.  hands) 

sulphate 

(American) 

Ferri  et 

Turpentine 

amnion,  cit. 

Pepper 

Potash  citrate 

Shellac 

Sodium  citrate 

London  Markets. 

Arrowroot.— At  auction  140  barrels  St.  Vincent  sold  at 
2^d.  to  2%d.  per  lb.  for  good  manufacturing. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Makers  are  not  anxious  to  sell  for  the 
moment,  owing  to  the  reasons  explained  in  our  paragraph  on 
cream  of  tartar.    Prices  are  firm  but  unchanged. 

Aloes. — Since  the  auctions  fair  Curacao  liver  has  been 
sold  at  55s.  per  cwt.  Good  hard  Socotrine  in  kegs  remain 
at  90s. 

Benzoin.— Good  Sumatra  seconds  are  offered  at  81.,  fair 
seconds  at  11.  to  11.  10s.,  and  medium  seconds  at  6/.  to 
61.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Buchu. — Much  higher  prices  are  now  asked,  the  available 
stocks  from  first  hands  having  been  practically  cleared. 
Good  green  round  leaf  is  entirely  wanting,  and  for  yellowish 
stalky  the  price  is  now  10^d.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — It  is  reported  from  Japan  that  all  the  1-oz. 
tablets  and  2^-lb.  slabs  which  can  be  manufactured  up  to 
the  end  of  the  year  have  been  sold  principally  to  the  United 
States  at  about  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  In  London  Japanese 
refined  is  quieter,  sellers  now  asking  2s.  Wd.  c.i.f.  for  1-oz. 
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tablets  for  September-November,  with  further  business 
at  2.s.  9c/.  c.i.f.,  but  probably  this  price  should  now  be 
shaded  by  sellers  of  second-hand  parcels.  There  are  sellers 
of  Chinese  crude  at  220.S.  spot. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  market  is  again  easier  for 
arrival,  business  having  been  done  for  September-Novem- 
ber shipment  at  45*.  c.i.f.  for  steamer  or  sailer  (seller's 
option),  and  42.s.  6c/.  has  since  been  refused  for  further 
lots.  On  the  spot  business  has  been  done  at  47s.  for 
several  moderate-sized  parcels. 

Chamomiles  are  much  dearer  again,  prices  since  our  last 
having  been  advanced  on  several  occasions,  and  quotations 
now  show  a  rise  of  from  8s.  to  10*.  per  cwt.  from  then- 
lowest  point.  Prices  vary  according  to  seller,  80s.  to  85*. 
free  wharf  London  being  asked  for  No.  1,  and  75*.  for 
No.  2.  Business  has  been  done  at  slightly  under  these 
figures,  but  the  market  is  quite  expected  to  go  to  100*. 
eventually.  It  is  reported  from  Belgium  that  the  crop  is 
now  practically  over,  and  most  growers  are  not  anxious  to 
sell  as  the  visible  stocks  are  only  small.  Some  large  ship- 
ments have  recently  been  made  to  various  countries,  and 
this  adds  to  the  strength  of  the  Belgian  market 

Cinchona. — The  exports  from  Java  during  September 
amounted  to  1.623,000  Amst.  lb.,  against  1.291.C00  in  1906. 
1,258,000  in  1905,  and  1,157,000  in  1904.  The  total  ship- 
ments from  January  to  September  amount  to  12,809.000 
Amst.  lb.,  against  10.128.000  in  1906,  11,668.000  in  1905. 
and  10,012,000  in  1904. 

CopraR  Sulphate. — A  further  fall  in  metal  has  brought 
down  the  price  of  sulphate  by  20*. -to  24/.  per  ton  on  the 
spot,  and  in  Liverpool  spot  and  forward  is  quoted  at 
from  22/.  17s.  6c7.  to  23/. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  market  has  been  quite  unsettled 
this  week  owing  to  the  floods  in  the  Midi,  which  have  de- 
stroyed many  vineyards.  It  is  also  reported  that  one  of 
the  factories  is  under  water.  As  a  consequence  the  market 
has  advanced  several  shillings,  but  most  agents  are  un- 
willing to  commit  themselves  to  quotations  until  the  situa- 
tion becomes  clearer.  It  is,  therefore,  difficult,  at  the 
moment  to  give  firm  prices,  but  83*.  has  been  mentioned  as 
being  wanted  for  98  per  cent,  and  81*.  for  95  per  cent. 

Dragon's-blood. — A  small  sale  of  good  lump  has  been 
made  at  10/.  per  cwt..  this  description  being  exceedingly 
scarce.  Ordinary  dull  bag-shaped  lump  is  held  for  11. 
There  were  61  packages  in  stock  in  Crutched  Friars  ware- 
house at  the  end  of  September,  but  these  figures  include  a 
fair  proportion  of  Zanzibar  drop  and  reed. 

Elemi. — Since  the  auctions  further  small  sales  have  been 
made,  including  fair  slightly  yellowish  at  45*.  per  cwt. 

Ferri  et  Ammon.  Cit.  has  been  reduced  Id.  per  lb.  to  2*. 

Galls. — Further  small  sales  of  Persian  blue  have  been 
made  on  the  spot  at  75s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  arrival  higher 
prices  than  those  indicated  in  our  last  have  been  paid. 

Gum  Arabic  continues  quiet,  with  small  sales  of  half-hard 
Soudan  sorts  at  34s.  per  cwt.  East  Indian  Ghatti  is  un- 
changed at  31*.  c.i.f.  for  No.  1  and  17*.  6d.  c.i.f.  for  No.  2. 
Bushire  so-called  insoluble  sorts  remain  inactive,  with  fairly 
heavy  supplies  of  ordinary  grades.  Fair  sales  of  Moha- 
merah  have  taken  place  at  easier  rates.  Values  are  nominal 
at  from  15*.  to  20*.  for  pale  selected  amber,  11*.  to  12s.  for 
ordinary  Bushire  sorts,  and  15s.  to  17*.  for  small  white 
Mohamerah. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s.  Simla  from  Singapore  has 
brought  21  bags  of  East  Indian  to  London,  and  we  also 
notice  the  arrival  in  Paris  of  20  bales  from  Brazil. 

Iron  Sulphate  is  firm  at  45s.  per  ton. 

Jalap. — The  stocks  in  the  Crutched  Friars  drug-ware- 
house has  now  been  reduced  to  17  bales.  Good-testing  root 
is  worth  about  7  fad.  per  lb. 

Lavender  Flowers. — Sales  of  French  have  been  made 
at  up  to  60s.  per  cwt. 

Male  Fern  Extract  has  been  reduced  by  3c/.  per  lb.  to 
5s.  per  lb.  net. 

Menthol. — Small  sales  of  Kobayashi  have  been  made  at 
7s.  3d.  to  7s.  4tZ.  spot  and  at  7*.  2d.  for  Suzuki,  and  for 
October-December  shipment  values  are  lower  at  7*.  c.i.f. 


for  Kobayashi  and  6*.  7^cZ.  c.i.f.  for  Suzuki,  business 
having  been  done  at  these  figures. 

Morphine  Salts  remain  firm  and  unchanged  on  the  basis 
of  9*.  lid.  per  oz.  net  for  small  lots  of  hydrochloride 
crystals,  and  2d.  less  for  powder. 

Nut,  Oil  (Arachide)  is  steady,  fine  Rufisque  offering  at 
40s.  to  45*.,.  and  medium  at  from  38s.  to  40*.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Almond. — The  English  pressers  have  again  reduced 
their  prices  by  2d.  per  lb.  to  Is.  9c/.  for  sweet  B.P.,  and  tc 
Is.  lid.  for  pallid. 

Oil,  Camphor. — The  small  spot  supplies  of  Japanese 
camphor  oil  are  held  at  much  higher  figures  than  those  asked 
for  shipment,  the  latter  position  offering  at  37*.  9d.  c.i.f. 
for  white  essential  of  light  gravity. 

Oil,  Cassia,  is  extremely  scarce  on  the  spot,  70  to  75  per 
cent,  and  75  to  80  per  cent.  c.a.  being  practically  unobtain- 
able ;  6s.  3d.  is  asked  for  80  to  85  per  cent.,  and  business 
has  been  done  at  5s.  8c/.  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  easier  at  33/.  for  medicinal, 
30/.  10s.  for  firsts,  and  29/.  10s.  for  seconds  for  November- 
December  delivery,  and  for  January  to  March  10s.  less  is 
quoted  in  each  instance,  with  later  delivery  up  to  July- 
beptember  at  proportionately  lower  prices. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  corespondent  writes  on 
September  30  that  the  cod-liver  oil  market  continues  quiet, 
holders  as  well  as  buyers  keeping  aloof.  The  quotation  for 
finest  noncongealing  "oil  in  that  market  is  hardly  above  69s. 
per  barrel  f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to 
date  amount  to  9.493  barrels,  against  11.875  barrels  at  the 
corresponding  date  of  last  year.  In  London,  agents  quote 
finest  non-freezing  steam-refined  oil  at  from  72s.  6c/.  to 
75*.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Lemon,  is  in  fair  inquiry  at  from  about  6s.  Qd.  to 
7s.  on  the  spot  ;  for  shipment  from  Messina  7*.  6c/.  c.i.f.  is 
quoted,  being  slightly  easier. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Since  the  auction  further  sales  of 
American  H.G.H.  have  been  made  at  lis.  Id.  to  lis.  3d. 
spot.  There  is  a  lack  of  interest  in  Wayne  County  tin  oil 
on  the  part  of  buyers  here,  although  it  is  reported  that 
certain  agents  have  received  orders  to  withdraw  their  quota- 
tions ;  6s.  9d.  c.i.f.  is  the  nominal  quotation.  For  arrival 
Japanese  dementholised  (Kobayashi  and  Suzuki)  offer  at 
4*.  3c/.  c.i.f.,  at  which  price  business  has  been  done. 

Oils,  Fixed. — American  Turpentine  on  spot  has  advanced 
fully  9cZ.  since  last  week  to  38*.  9cZ.  per  cwt.  Petroleum  is 
unaltered  at  6f<Z.  for  ordinary  refined  American.  7fc/.  per 
gal.  for  water-white,  and  6±d.  for  Russian.  Linseed  is 
rather  firmer  at  24s.  3d.  in  pipes  and  24s.  l^d.  in  barrels. 
Cevlon  Coconut,  is  steady  at  34s.,  and  Cochin  at  44s.  per 
cwt.,  both  spot.  Rape,  is  dearer  at  35s.  6d.  for  ordinary 
brown.  and  37*.  3d.  for  English  refined  in  casks,  with 
Jamba  at  35s.  6c/.  Lagos  Palm  oil  is  unchanged  at  32*.  6d. 
Cottonseed  is  steady  at  26s.  6d.  for  crude,  27s.  6d.  for 
ordinary  pale  refined,  and  30s.  6d.  for  sweet  refined. 

Olibanum.— Small  sales  of  fair  pale  Bombay  drop  have 
been  made  at  47s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — Business  continues  of  a  retail  description  in 
Turkey  descriptions  at  steady  rates.  Good  Smyrna  drug- 
gists' is  offered  at  18s.  6d.,  and  "seconds"  at  16s.  per  lb. 
Malatia  is  unchanged  at  20s.,  and  Tokats  at  from  22*.  to 
24*.  For  shipment  Persian  has  been  sold  at  firm  to  rather 
higher  prices,  but  the  demand  has  now  fallen  off.  Quota- 
tions vary  from  10s.  6c/.  to  15s.  on  the  spot,  as  to  test  and 
condition.  .  . 

Smyrna,  September  20.— The  sales  this  week  amount  to  eight 
baskets  selected  sightly  material  for  the  Dutch  East  India 
Government.  Some  40  cases  really  changed  hands,  but  on 
inspection  all  were  rejected,  excepting  the  quantity  mentioned 
above.  In  druggists'  and  manufacturing  descriptions  nothing 
was  again  done  this  week,  but  sellers  continue  to  maintain  a 
firm  position,  not  showing  any  signs  of  wishing  to  sell  or  ap- 
proaching buyers  with  the  object  of  business. 

Smyrna,  September  21.— When  the  market  opened  the  agent 
for  the  Dutch  Government  came  forward  and  bought  40  cases 
of  Karahissar  (subject  to  examination)  at  the  parity  of  22s.  bcl. 
per  lb.,  but  as  sellers  delivered  mostly  current  quality  32  cases 
were  returned.  Only  eight  cases  therefore  changed  hands  at 
the  above  price,  and  this  constitutes  the  sales  for  the  week. 
The  buyer  was  therefore  compelled  to  apply  to  the  large 
holders  who  control  the  good  qualities,  but  as  they  ask  very 
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high  prices,  no  business  could  be  done.  Market  closes  very 
firm;  the  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to  1,184  cases,  against 
2,618  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

Otto  of  Rose  is  firm,  with  more  disposition  on  the  part 
of  buyers  to  contract,  as  at  the  moment  there  seems  no  pro- 
spect of  cheaper  prices  ;  from  23s.  bd.  per  T.  oz.  upwards  is 
quoted. 

Phenacetin  is  firm  on  the  basis  of  2s.  Id.  per  lb.  for 
B.P.  in  1-cwt.  lots.  The  output  of  this  product  is  now 
under  stricter  control  by  the  combined  makers,  so  that 
any  alteration  is  likely  to  be  in  the  direction  of  higher 
prices. 

Potash  Citrate  has  been  reduced  Id.  per  lb.  to  2s.  . 

Potash  Permanganate. — It  is  intimated  that  quotations 
for  next  year's  delivery  are  likely  to  be  higher,  owing  to 
increased  cost  of  production  in  Germany,  where  raw 
material,  fuel,  and  wages  have  all  risen.  On  the  spot 
small  crystals  are  offered  at  36s.  6d.  to  37*.,  with  medium 
at  2s.  bd.  and  large  at  5s.  per  cwt.  more. 

Quinine. — In  view  of  the  bark-sale  at  Amsterdam  to-day 
there  has  been  no  desire  to  do  business.  After  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  heavy  bark-shipments  for  September 
there  were  second-hand  sellers  of  the  usual  brands  of 
German  sulphate  at  8d.  per  oz. 

Shellac. — Values  have  again  receded,  owing  to  lower 
prices  from  Calcutta.  On  the  spot  prices  are  rather  irregu- 
lar, ordinary  more  or  less  blocky  to  free,  superior  TN 
selling  at  from  150s.  to  167s.  bd.  "per  cwt.,  while  good  to 
fine  Orange  marks  are  quoted  182s.  bd.  to  192s.  bd. 
Futures  have  been  inactive  and  lower.  October  being 
quoted  145s.  nominally,  against  150s.  at  the  close  of  last 
week.  December  has  bean  sold  at  137s.  bd.,  with  buyers  at 
132s.  bd. 

Soda,  Caustic. — Owing  to. the  increased  cost  of  fuel,  etc., 
prices  have  been  advanced  10s.  per  ton  to  111.  for  70  per 
cent,  and  1QI.  for  60  per  cent,  on  the  spot. 

Sodium  Citrate  has  been  reduced  Id.  per  lb.  to  2s.  2d. 

Spices. — At  auction  164  bags  small  washed  rough  Cochin 
Ginger  were  bought  in  at  38s.  per  cwt.  Thirty-one  bags 
Ceylon  Cinnamon  offered  and  sold  at  b^d.  for  broken  quill, 
6^f/.  for  quillings,  and  5|f/.  for  featherings.  Mace  was 
steady,  30  packages  West  Indian  realising  Is.  3(/.  to  Is.  4rf. 
for  fair,  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  for  ordinary,  ll±d.  to  Is.  for 
common  red,  and  8^f/.  to  ll±d.  for  broken  ;  31  packages  Java 
sold  at  Is.  3d.  for  fair  curly,  and  lid.  for  red  curly.  Nut- 
megs were  also  steady,  the  sales  including  123  packages 
West  Indian.  Mombasa  Chillies  were  bought  in  at  20s. 
per  cwt.  At  auction  60  bags  fair  Palembang  Pepper  sold 
at  4|fZ.,  good  Saigon  was  bought  in  at  5d. ,  and  sif tings  at 
2±d.  per  lb.  Privately  V2d.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  fair  Singa- 
pore on  the  spot,  and  for  October- November  shipment 
4-|V/.  c.i.f.,  delivered  weight,  has  teen  paid.  Fine  bold 
white  Singapore  pepper  in  cases  at  auction  was  bought  in 
at  Is.  Privately  fair  is  quoted  at  bid.  spot,  and  for  Oc- 
tober-December shipment  5|rf.  is  reported  paid.  Small 
sales  of  long  pepper  ex  auction  have  been  made  at  60s. 
per  cwt.  At  auction  84  bales  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought 
in,  including  fair  at  7±d.  and  dark  at  Id.  Privately  small 
spot  sales  of  fair  "new  crop"  have  been  made  at  Id. 
Early  in  the  week  several  hundred  bales  sold  for  January- 
March  shipment  at  5±d.  c.i.f.,  delivered  weight,  but  with 
the  announcement  of  heavy  Zanzibar  receipts  during  Sep- 
tembei'^12,000  bales— making  a  total  of  76,000  bales  for 
the  present  crop,  the  market  became  dull  and  easier  with 
buyers  at  5^^.  in  this  position. 

Sulphonal. — The  demand  from  makers  has  somewhat 
improved,  on  the  basis  of  9s.  bd.  per  lb.  net  for  B.P. 
powder. 

Wax,  Japan,  is  firmer,  with  sales  on  the  spot  at  58s.  to 
59s.,  but  at  the  close  60s.  is  asked,  as  supplies  are  momen- 
tarily scarce  ;  for  forward  delivery  53s.  bd.  c.i.f.  is  quoted, 
with  buyers  at  52s.  bd. 


Antimony  in  France. 

Our  Paris  correspondent  writes  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
principal  French  producers  of  antimony  held  recently  a  de- 
cision was  arrived  at  to  lower  the  quantity  of  the  metal  pro- 
duced, owing  to  the  fact  that  the  high  price  of  antimony  has 
ted  to  considerable  over-production. 


Cablegrams. 

New  York,  October  3. — Business  in  drugs  is  moderate. 
Opium  is  dull  at  $6.75  per  lb.  for  druggists.  Hydrastis 
(golden  seal)  is  scarce  at  $1.78  per  lb.  .Kenned  camphor  is 
easy  and  unchanged  at  75c.  Peppermint  oil  is  nominal  at 
$1.60  per  lb.  Cascara  sagrada  is  firm  at  iO^c.  Guarana  has 
advanced  to  $2.75,  and  balsam  copaiba  is  easy  at  40c.  per  lb. 
for  Central  and  South  American. 

Amsterdam,  October  3. — At  the  auction  of  cinchona  held 
here  to-day  11,451  packages  were  offered  weighing 
1.036,234  kilos.,  and  containing  56,530  kilos,  of  quinine  sul- 
phate. Of  the  above  quantity  11,321  packages  were  sold  at 
an  average  unit  of  4.43c.  per  half-kilo.,  as  compared  with 
5c.  per  half-kilo,  paid  at  the  auction  on  August  22.  The 
following  were  the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  pur- 
chased by  the  principal  buyers  :  (1)  The  English  and 
American  factories,  19,629  kilos. ;  (2)  the  Brunswick 
factory,  6,751  kilos. ;  (3)  the  Mannheim  factory,  7,290 
kilos.  :  (4)  the  Amsterdam  factory,  3,172  kilos. ;  (5)  the 
Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories,  5,944  kilos.  ;  (6)  various' 
buyers.  13.061  kilos.  The  lowest  price  paid  for  manufac- 
turing bark  was  4^c.  per  half-kilo.,  and  the  highest  482C, 
while  for  pharmaceutical  bark  from  7-2c.  to  41^c.  was  paid. 
The  422  packages  Java  coca-leaves  partly  sold  at  from  26c. 
to  42^c.  per  half-kilo. 

Bordeaux  Trade. 

In  his  annual  report  on  the  trade  of  Bordeaux  during  1906 
the  British  Consul  gives  particulars  concerning  the  exports  of 
chemical  products,  among  them  being  the  following  : 


Increase  or 

Average, 

Chemicals 

Quantity 

Decrease 

Five  Years 

in  1906 

190:  6 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Cwt. 

Acids  

ie.070 

13,559 

2L.403 

Tannin  extracts   

164,180 

+ 

17,440 

302,072 

Oxides  

9,957 

+ 

4.E00 

5,847 

Salts,  etc  

13,602 

18,660 

29.K7H 

Acetate  of  copper  

1.6*1 

220 

2,442 

Glycerin   

2.614 

4.402 

5,191 

Kermes  (mineral)  

1,901 

1.185 

1,670 

Wine  lees   

4,970 

3,280 

8,006 

Crude  tartar  

£9,688 

8,071 

15,!  80 

Cream  of  tartar   

31.238 

19,736 

40,544 

Tartar  crystals   

758 

+ 

758 

196 

.Superphosphate  of  lime  

128,210 

64.076 

93,158 

Coal-tar  products  

8,797 

+ 

7,974 

2,895 

Some  of  the  items  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom  were : 
27,377  cwt.  cream  of  tartar  (18,817  cwt.  less),  crude  tartar 
14,101  cwt.  (16,279  cwt.  less),  glycerin  309  cwt.  (2,571  cwt.  less), 
tartar  crystals  758  cwt.  The  exports  of  gums  amounted  to 
40.044  cwt.,  an  increase  of  11,389  cwt.  Of  this  22,101  cwt.  was 
shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  an  increase  over  1905  of 
10,019  cwt.  Turpentine  exports  in  1906  amounted  to 
174,748  cwt.,  or  24,498  cwt.  more  ;  but  the  United  Kingdom  im- 
ports declined  by  7,859  cwt.  to  28,005  cwt.  Of  arsenical  ores 
the  exports  were  8,288  tons,  or  5,673  tons  more  than  in  1905 ; 
4,384  tons  of  talc,  or  an  increase  of  874  tons,  was  also  ex- 
ported. Among  the  imports  were  59,978  cwt.  of  gums 
(mostly  Senegal),  being  an  increase  of  6,355  cwt.  as  compared 
with  1905.  The  entire  importation  into  France  of  copper 
sulphate  in  1906  reached  15,831  tons,  of  which  9,274  tons,  or 
4,210  tons  less  than  in  1905,  passed  through  Bordeaux.  The 
amount  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  was  8,431  metric 
tons,  or  4,899  tons  less  than  in  1905.  This  reduction  in  im- 
portation is  due  to  the  healthy  state  of  the  vines,  the  increas- 
ing output  of  French  sulphate  of  copper,  and  the  high  prices 
which  ruled  throughout  1906.  British  makers  are  hampered 
by  a  duty  of  30f.  per  ton,  and  in  consequence  of  French  com- 
petition certain  British  capitalists  have  registered  themselves 
as  a  French  company,  under  the  title  of  the  Societe  Anonyme 
La  Cornubia,  with  a  capital  of  l,500,000f.  (60,OOOZ.),  to  manu- 
facture sulphate  of  copper  at  Bordeaux. 

Ceylon  Lemongrass  Oil. 

The  latest  number  of  the  "  Ceylon  Botanic  Gardens  Circu- 
lar "  (dated  December  1906)  is  devoted  to  "  Lemongrass  in 
Ceylon,"  by  Messrs.  Herbert  Wright  and  M.  K.  Bamber. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Jowitt  writes  a  botanical  description  of  the  plant, 
with  notes  on  the  climatic  and  soil  conditions  required  and 
hints  on  the  cultivation.  Lemongrass,  the  circular  says,  is  a>" 
exhausting  crop,  and  according  to  analyses  made  by  Mr. 
Bruce,  10,000  lb.  of  fresh  grass  contains  about  65  lb.  of  potash, 
12  lb.  of  nitrogen,  12  lb.  of  lime,  and  9  lb.  of  phosphoric  acid 
By  distillation  496  lb.  of  fresh  grass  yields  1  lb.  of  crude  oil,  or 
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0.2  per  cent,  and  an  average  yield  is  20  lb.  of  pure  oil  per 
acre  per  year.  Reports  on  Ceylon  oil  by  Messrs.  C.  P. 
Hayley  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  Clark,  Young  &  Co.,  of  Colombo, 
point  to  the  fact  that  "  either  the  soil  or  climatic  influences  are 
working  to  change  the  character  of  the  oil  materially,  or 
native  distillers  are  deliberately  adulterating  it  with  some 
resinous  substance  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Chinese  adul- 
terated oil  of  cassia  some  years  ago."  Reports  by  Mr.  C.  £ 
Sage  are  also  quoted.  The  circular  has  an  illustration  of  a 
distilling-apparatus  for  lemongrass. 

Chinese  Albumen. 

The  U.S.  Consul-General  at  Hankow  reports  upon  a  visit 
to  an  albumen  and  egg-yolk  factory  in  that  city,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  states  that  the  work  Ts  done  by  Chinese  women, 
who  break  and  separate  from  400  to  500  eggs  an  hour.  The 
white  of  the  egg  is  drawn  into  pails,  which  are  then  passed 
into  the  fermenting-room.  Here  it  is  placed  in  open-headed 
barrels  set  about  the  room  on  frames,  under  which  steam-heat 
is  passed.  Fermentation  starts  almost  immediately  and  con- 
tinues in  the  spring  of  the  year  for  about  two  days,  in  winter 
about  three  days,  and  in  midsummer  one  day.  When  it  has 
reached  the  right  point  of  fermentation  a  solution  of  am- 
monia is  added  (3  oz.  to  each  100  lb.]  when  fermentation  ceases. 
The  whites,  which  have  now  become  almost  as  thin  as  water, 
are  drawn  through  faucets  from  the  bottom  of  each  barrel, 
the  best  quality  being  secured  first,  while  that  which  was  on 
top  and  has  a  slight  odour  is  left  in  the  barrel  and  later  re- 
moved as  of  second  quality.  It  is  next  poured  into  zinc  pans 
about  14  in.  square  and  placed  in  the  drying-room,  remaining 
there  about  two  days.  The  rooms  are  heated  to  about  80° 
during  the  first  day,  and  the  temperature  is  gradually  in- 
creased until  on  the  second  clay  it  reaches  135°  or  140°.  A 
separate  drying-room  is  used  for  the  second  and  third 
qualities,  so  that  no  odour  from  them  can  affect  the  first 
quality.  When  thoroughly  dried  the  albumen  of  chickens' 
eggs  is  a  golden-coloured  crystal,  almost  transparent  when  in 
large  cakes,  and  about  the  thickness  of  ordinary  window- 
glass.  The  whites  of  ducks'  eggs,  although  darker  in  colour, 
form  an  albumen  considerably  lighter  in  shade,  so  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  distinguishing  the  two  kinds.  The  dried  crystals 
are  then  exposed  to  the  air  for  a  day  or  two,  and  this  causes 
the  pieces  to  become  more  brittle  and  lessens  the  chance'  of 
deterioration  while  in  shipment.  The  albumen  is  packed  for 
export  in  tin-lined  wooden  boxes,  each  of  which  hold  about 
120  lb.  The  egg-yolk  is  prepared  in  two  different  ways. 
Most  of  it  is  placed  in  large  machine-run  churns  and  mixed 
with  a  2-per-cent.  solution  of  boric  acid.  This  compound  is 
used  only  for  commercial  purposes.  The  yolks  which  are 
to  be  used  as  food-products  are  spread  in  pans  and  dried, 
after  which  they  are  run  through  a  small  mill,  which  grinds 
it  to  a  yellow  powder.  The  compound  of  fluid  yolk  first  men- 
tioned, after  being  churned  four  minutes  if  chickens'  eggs  and 
six  minutes  if  ducks'  eggs,  is  immediately  put  into  barrels  for 
shipment,  in  which  manner  it  will  keep  for  some  time. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  steady  demand  which  has  been  ruling  for  some  time  past 
in  the  heavy-chemical  market  is  well  maintained,  and  all  in- 
dications point  towards  a  continuance  of  this  position.  This 
state  of  affairs,  together  with  the  continued  heavy  costs  of  fuel 
and  raw  materials  which  we  have  referred  to  several  times 
lately,  keeps  prices  very  firm  and  with  tendency  towards  ad- 
vancement rather  than  decline. 

Alkali-produce. — Both  main  and  miscellaneous  products 
are  moving  well,  and  are  firm.  Caustic  soda  has  advanced 
10s.  per  ton,  while  saltcake  is  now  quoted  40s.  to  42s.  6c7.  per 
ton. 

Alumina-products. — There  is  a  better  all-round  department 
again  in  this  branch,  and  more  attention  is  being  paid  to  the 
question  of  forward  requirements,  and  larger  contracts  are 
being  booked  at  somewhat  advanced  figures  as  compared  with 
this  year's  supplies.  For  general  business  present  ruling 
figures  are  :  Crystal  alum  lump  4/.  17s.  6c/.  to  5/.  5s.,  lump  in 
tierces  5/.  2s.  6c).  to  5?.  10s.,  and  ground  in  bags  51.  7s.  6c7.  to 
51.  15s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  qualities  and 
practically  free  of  iron,  ordinary  strength  in  usual  casks, 
4?.  12s.  6c?.  to  51.  2s.  6c7.  per  ton,  with  unchanged  allowances 
for  bags  and  loose  slabs  and  with  late  extras  for  similar 
quality  or  higher  concentrations.  Aluminous  cake  50s.  to 
55s.  per  ton,  and  alumino-ferric  50s.  to  60s.  per  ton,  in  accord- 
ance with  quality,  condition,  and  package.  Hydrate  of 
alumina,  high-strength  AUO3  and  purest  quality,  12?.  10s.  to 
13/.  10s.  per  ton  in  large  casks.  Special  pulp  hydrate  of 
alumina,  15s.  to  17s.  6c7.  per  cwt.  Special  pulp  quality  dried 
and  in  lumps  37s.  6c7.  to  40s.  per  cwt.,  and  ground  38s.  to 
40s.  6c7.  per  cwt.  Aluminate  of  soda,  purest  quality  and  high- 
strength  A1203,  35s.  to  37s.  6c?.  per  cwt.  Second  quality,  12s.  to 
13s.  per  cwt.    Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6c7.  per  cwt. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  firm  :  Beckton  October-December 
12?.  2s.  6c?.,  January-April  12?.  5s.,  Beckton  terms  11?.  12s.  6c/., 
London  11/.  15s.,  Leith  127.  2s.  6c7,  and  next  year  12?.  5s.,  Hull 
117.  15s. 


American  Drug=market. 

Ncio  York,  September  24. 

During  the  week  local  business  has  been  fairly  satisfactory, 
though  scarcely  of  the  volume  anticipated.  More  activity 
was  apparent  in  the  West,  and  orders  from  that  quarter  were 
somewhat  heavier.  The  principal  feature  was  the  lower 
formal  quotations  for  opium.  Golden  seal  is  higher.  Cascara 
and  senega  are  firmly  held ;  camphor  and  menthol  are  lower. 

Aloes. — Curacao  in  boxes  is  well  held  at  the  recent  advance 
to  9c.  to  9^c.  under  good  inquiry.  Gourds  are  still  out  of 
favour,  and  11c.  is  considered  a  nominal  figure. 

Blue-flag  (Iris  versicolor)  is  scarce  in  primary  markets, 
and  a  firm  tone  is  noticeable  here.  A  moderate  business  has 
been  done  at  15c.  to  17c. 

Camphor  continues  to  decline  under  the  influence  of  com- 
petition in  a  dull  market.  Domestic  refiners  have  not  yet 
lost  hope  of  a  turn,  but  developments  seem  all  in  the  way  of 
lower  prices.  For  bulk  75c.  is  merely  nominal  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, shading  of  prices  being  general. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — There  is  nothing  suggestive  of  weakness 
in  the  market  here,  despite  the  easier  feeling  abroad.  On  spot 
10jc.  can  be  done  in  a  small  waj,  and  sales  of  ton  lots  at  11c. 
are  reported.  Most  dealers,  however,  consider  their  goods 
worth  keeping,  and  continue  to  quote  a  minimum  of  Ilia, 
though  consumers'  needs  are  temporarily  satisfied.  Offers 
from  the  Coast  are  not  coming  in  freely  ;  holders  are  content 
to  wait  until  the  supplies  in  circulation  are  used  up,  in  antici- 
pation of  much  higher  prices  when  the  demand  again  becomes 
active.  At  present  business  might  be  done  on  a  basis  of  9-|c, 
f.o.b.  Coast.  The  peeling  this  year  was  not  extensive,  and  the 
total  amount  of  old  and  new  bark  in  tht»  primary  markets, 
according  to  one  source  of  information,  is  about  400  tons, 
while  the  reckoned  annual  consumption  is  something  like 
500  tons. 

Cramp-bark  is  offered  with  some  reserve  at  the  advanced 
price  of  6c.  to  7c,  owing  to  increased  demand  locally  and  firm 
advices  from  the  South. 

Guarana. — The  market  is  more  settled  on  a  basis  of  $1.90  to 
$2.00.  Round  parcels  of  superior  grade  were  reported  sold 
at  the  inside  figure. 

Hydrastis. — A  brisk  demand  on  spot  and  continued  scarcity 
in  the  primary  markets  have  culminated  in  advanced  quota- 
tions. Locally  $1.78  is  the  general  asking  price  at  the  moment, 
though  sales  at  $1.72  to  $1.75  have  lately  been  recorded. 
Offers  at  $1.70  to  $1.72^,  c.i.f.  New  York,  have  been  received 
from  the  West.  There  is  no  permanent  relief  to  the  strin- 
gency in  sight ;  the  drug  is  becoming  very  scarce  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Western  towns,  necessitating  more  extensive 
excursions  into  the  country,  by  reason  of  which  the  cost  of 
collecting  is  greatly  increased. 

Mandrake. — The  market  is  quiet  and  steady,  with  values 
maintained  at  the  former  range  of  6c.  to  65c.  as  to  quantity  and 
seller. 

Menthol  continues  in  downward  tendency.  $2.40  is  now 
asked  for  60-lb.  boxes,  but  dealers  will  yield  on  a  firm  order. 

Opium. — Several  of  the  larger  distributors  have  announced 
a  reduction  to  $6.75,  thus  openly  establishing  as  a  basis  the 
figure  at  which,  it  was  hinted,  goods  were  previously  sold  on 
the  quiet.  The  decline  was  due  to  the  dispiriting  condition  of 
the  market,  consumption  having  practically  ceased.  Another 
and  perhaps  more  immediate  reason  for  the  shrinkage  was 
furnished  by  the  disposition  to  cut  prices  shown  by  some 
weaker  holders,  the  stock  controlled  in  these  quarters,  though 
comparatively  light,  being  sufficient  to  influence  what  passes 
for  "  the  market  "  at  the  present  time.  The  main  supplies 
in  this  market  are  pretty  well  concentrated,  and  any  increased 
consuming  interest,  it  is  generally  admitted,  would  send  the 
price  up  immediately.  For  tactical  reasons  a  sharper  drop 
might  have  been  more  effectual  in  stimulating  demand.  The 
decline  would  then  have  been  looked  upon  not  as  indicating 
any  loss  of  confidence  in  the  strength  of  the  market,  but 
simply  as  a  market  manoeuvre.  The  by  no  means  improbable 
chances  of  a  rally  might  have  attracted  smaller  speculators  to 
the  market  and  enlivened  things  all  round.  As  it  is,  the  lee- 
way is  not  sufficient  to  effect  the  latter  result,  and  business 
is  just  as  dull  as  ever  in  the  apparently  falling  market. 

Peppermint  Oil. — A  routine  jobbing  business  in  tin  oil  is 
in  progress  on  a  basis  of  $1.60  to  $1.70  as  to  brand  and 
quantity.  Case  oil  is  finding  a  moderate  outlet  at  the  old 
range  of  $2.65  to  $3.00  principally  for  buyers  abroad.  There 
have  been  few  developments  of  noteworthy  interest  in  the 
primary  situation.  The  persistent  reports  of  a  short  crop  are 
more  or  less  unconvincing,  and  do  not  influence  the  spot 
market,  which  is  dull  and  nominal. 

Senega. — The  local  stocks  are  fairly  well  controlled,  and 
holders  decline  to  shade  52c.  Dealers  at  initial  sources  also 
are  firm  in  their  views,  and  quote  47c.  to  50c,  c.i.f.  New 
York,  for  1,000-lb.  lots.  The  threatened  shortage  earlier  in 
the  '  season  encouraged  gathering,  and  supplies  of  over 
65,000  lb.  are  said  to  be  held  in  the  primary  markets. 
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Continental  Drug  Markets. 

Alcohol  (German). — The  result  of  the  potato  crop  has 
seldom  been  so  uncertain  as  it  is  this  year.  There  are 
favourable  reports  from  some  districts  and  from  others  just 
the  contrary.  The  opinion  held  by  many,  that  the  prices  of 
spirit  will  be  advanced,  is  to  a  certain  extent  justified,  espe- 
cially as  it  is  known  that  the  "  Centrale  "  does  not  control  such 
-a  very  large  quantity. 

Cadmium  Metal  and  Salts. — In  consequence  of  the  general 
decrease  in  the  value  of  metals  there  has  been  a  considerable 
price  reduction  in  these  products,  and  a  further  decline  is 
probable. 

Carnauba  Wax. — The  market  is  weaker,  and  prices  show  a 
further  decline  in  Hamburg.  Current  grey  is  quoted  at  300m., 
fatty  grey  320m.  to  317jm.,  and  yellow  330m.  to  370m.,  accord- 
ing to  quality.  The  lots  that  were  recently  brought  on  the 
market  remained  unsold,  owing  to  the  high  limit.  The  posi- 
-tion  remains  uncertain. 

Citric  Acid. — Business  is  still  very  dull,  and  consequently 
there  is  any  amount  of  spot  (Hamburg)  acid,  and  the  supply 
-exceeds  the  demand.  Under  these  conditions  even  a  quotation 
of  370m.  per  100  kilos,  found  no  buyer.  No  estimate  can  be 
formed  as  yet  of  the  price  developments  which  will  result 
from  the  new  production  of  raw  material. 

•Japanese  Wax  is  firmer,  and  as  the  principal  holders  have 
retired  from  the  market,  spot  (Hamburg)  wax  is  not  to  be  had 
below  105m. 

Lavender  Oil. — The  crop  in  the  south  of  France  is  practi- 
cally over,  and  the  result  is  better  than  that  of  last  year. 
There  has  been  a  reduction  in  quotations,  which  is  chiefly  due 
to  the  union  among  perfumers  having  prevented  prices  going 
to  extremes.  Quotations  for  Ph.G.  IV.  quality  are  about 
■26m.  to  28m.  per  kilo. 

Lycopoditjm.— Prices  were  very  low — down  to  360m.  in 
chests — but  business  began  to  improve,  and  as  the  crop  was 
reported  to  be  very  small,  prices  soon  went  up  again,  390m.  per 
100  kilos,  for  October- November  delivery  being  paid  from 
first-hands.  Present  quotations  are  already  at  400m.,  but 
probably  395m.  would  be  taken.  It  would' be  advisable  to 
buy  a  little  at  present  prices,  as  there  will  probably  be  a 
•further  advance. 

Menthol. — Japan  offers  new  crop  for  arrival  at  consider- 
ably lower  prices,  about  16.50m.,  whereas  prices  until  now 
have  been  at  17.50m.  to  18m.  Nothing  can  be  said  as  to 
future  conditions,  and  as  there  was  little  demand  during  the 
summer  it  is  probable  that  there  is  still  a  considerable  stock. 

Quillaia.— Conditions  are  somewhat  firmer,  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  new  bark  has  been  sold  at  higher  prices. 
There  are  no  offers  for  arrival  just  now,  and  consequently 
first-hand  holders  are  not  inclined  to  sell  below  49m. 

Wormseed. — Prices  are  being  kept  down  in  several  quarters  ; 
new  crop  from  first-hands  being  offered  at  52.50m.  per  100  kilos. 
As  the  freight  from  the  centre  of  production  to  Hamburg 
■costs  24m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  as  there  are  other  expenses, 
such  as  packing,  transport,  etc.,  it  is  probable  that,  in  spite 
of  the  big  crop,  prices  have  reached  their  lowest  level.  There 
lias  been  considerable  speculation,  so  that  there  should  be  a 
rise,  if  the  buying  continues. 

Zinc  Oxide. — The  general  decline  in  metal  has  induced  the 
United  manufacturers  to  lower  the  price  by  2.50m.  per 
100  kilos.  There  will  probably  be  fluctuations  in  the  market 
'for  raw  material,  but  a  further  decline  in  the  price  of  oxide  is 
«ot  improbable. 

English  v.  German  Hops. 

A  resolution  of  protest  against  the  circular  of  Messrs.  Le 
May  to  the  German  hop-growers  to  supplement  the  English 
shortage  was  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Herefordshire  and 
Worcestershire  Hop-growers'  Association  on  September  28. 
Mr.  Lawson  Walker  (chairman)  said  the  local  growers  con- 
sidered the  circular  very  injurious  to  them,  because  it  would 
tend  to  lower  their  prices.  Mr.  W.  H.  Le  May  pleaded  that, 
though  they  asked  for  German  hops,  they  knew  they  would  not 
get  any,  because  the  growers  could  not  and  the  merchants 
would  not  send  them.  He  sent  out  the  circular  "  to  upset  the 
Germans'  little  game."  His  firm  had  adopted  the  same  tactics 
many  times,  because  it  tended  to  raise  the  price  of  foreign 
hops,  and  the  English  hops  were  then  able  to  compete  with 
them.  His  circular  had  been  very  successful  inasmuch  as  the 
foreign  market  had  gone  up  30s.  or  40».  a  cwt.  The  only 
thing  to  do  was  to  try  to  prove  to  the  German  that  his  hops 
were  wanted,  that  England  was  short,  and  so  get  the  German 
to  raise  his  prices.  Otherwise  there  would  be  no  chance  for 
English  hops.  In  1882  he  spent  10?.  or  15/.  a  day  in  sending 
cables  all  over  the  world,  and  so  excited  the  markets  that 
German  and  American  hops  went  up  to  20/.  or  30/.  per  cwt. 
Mr.  Myer  said  it  was  really  delightful  to  hear  that  the  whole 
trade  or  the  world  was  excited  by  Messrs.  Le  May's  cables. 
He  disagreed  with  Mr.  Le  May  as  to  the  influence  of  his 
circular.  Whereas  in  the  old  days  hardly  a  single  German 
house  did  business  in  England,  now  there  were  many  bringing 
and  selling  bales,  which  replaced  English  hops. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
Generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted.'' 


Irish  Moss  Emulsion." 

Sm, — I  agree  with  Mr.  Bousfield  that  Irish  moss  is  an 
excellent  emulsifying  agent  (would  it  be  allowable  to  say 
"  emulsient  "  ?).  But  I  do  not  believe  in  making  a  decoc- 
tion. It  is  more  satisfactory  to  wash  quickly  with  cold 
water,  then  infuse  (in  the  proportion  of  ^  oz.  to  the  pint 
of  water)  in  a  pot  surrounded  by  boiling  water,  for  about 
two  hours,  after  which  the  infusion  is  strained  through 
muslin.  This  makes  a  nice  emulsion  with  cod-liver  oil. 
It  may  be  well  to  use  a  little  of  some  innocuous  preservative, 
such  as  tinct.  benzoin,  simp.,  and  a  little  giusid.  solub. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Edinburgh,  September  30.  D.  B.  Dott. 

Tbe  Poison-book. 

Sir, — The  comedy  of  September  23  indicates  that  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  its  previous  prosecution  of  Boots, 
Ltd.,  overlooked  the  wise  example  of  the  "canny"  Scot 
who,  when  he  supped  with  Mephistopheles,  took  the  pre- 
caution to  provide  himself  with  a  long-handled  spoon. 
"  Sauce  for  goose,  sauce  for  gander  "  had  signal  application 
in  the  arraignment  of  the  ex-President  for  infraction  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  Except  among  those  specially  inspired,  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  daily  Press  created  in 
Liverpool  trade-circles  quite  a  sensation.  Mr.  Robinson  we 
know  and  highly  esteem ;  his  comprehensive  sympathies  and 
genial  personality  appeal  to  the  northern  temperament.  We 
also  know  that  notwithstanding  disclaimers — more  ;  or  less 
official — the  practices  for  which  Mr.  Robinson  has  been  made 
the  scapegoat  were  practically  universal.  It  may  scarcely 
be  credited,  still  it  is  a  fact  all  the  same,  that  at  least  one 
member  of  the  craft  in  this  neighbourhood,  doing  a  good- 
class  business  for  more  than  a  decade,  admits  that 
until  quite  recently  he  had  not  been  possessed  of  a 
poison-book ;  while  not  a  few  others  have  now  rescued 
from  the  dust  of  years  of  desuetude  the  only  "  magna 
charta"  of  their  professional  status.  By  those  of  our 
brethren  here  who  have  given  this  matter  serious  reflec- 
tion, the  result  is  considered,  in  its  future  incidence,  to 
endanger  our  position  as  a  privileged  class.  The  opinion 
has  been  expressed  by  a  well-known  member  of  the  craft 
that  the  parochial  platitude  of  "public  safety"  must  be 
jettisoned  at  once  and  a  broader  platform  adopted  if  we 
desire  to  retain  the  respect  and  sympathy  of  public  opinion. 
He  further  propounds  the  interesting  suggestion  that  the 
time  is  now  opportune  for  recasting  the  entire  Pharmacy 
Acts  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  strong  committee  re- 
presentative of  pharmacy,  medicine,  law,  and  commerce,  to 
prepare  an  enactment  on  broader  principles  than  have 
hitherto  obtained.        Yours  faithfully, 

Liverpudlian.  (240/68.) 

Chemists  in  Canada. 
Sir, — While  your  editorial  of  September  23  very  pre- 
cisely sums  up  the  situation  as  it  stands  at  present,  I  would 
draw  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  information  supplied 
to  me  by  the  Government  from  31  Broadway,  Westminster, 
S.W.,  when  I  was  lately  making  some  study  of  pharmacy 
education  and  registration  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

C 
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As  far  as  the  new  Provinces  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan 
are  concerned,  it  would  not  seem  that  the  official  statement 
"to  practise  as  a  chemist"  is  intended  to  preclude  the 
"owning  and  managing  of  a  business."  However,  new 
legislation  may  have  already  been  applied  in  these  terri- 
tories, or  may  be  expected.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is 
really  at  present  any  restriction  west  of  Winnipeg  to  ac- 
ceptance of  the  British  qualification  to  "  practise  pharmacy  " 
ia  a  wooden  shack  of  one's  own  in  the  new  prairie  towns. 

If  your  correspondent  can  join  any  doctor  friend  he  can 
set  up  a  drug-store  anywhere  in  Canada,  so  long  as  the 
doctor  is  registered  as  such.  That  is,  a  doctor  can  "  practise 
as  a  chemist "  so  long  as  he  remains  registered  as  a  doctor, 
and,  of  course,  the  British  medical  qualifications  are 
accepted  without  any  question  of  reciprocity,  except  in  the 
case  of  one  or  two  Canadian  Universities. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Edinburgh,  September  28.  Wm.  Mair. 

[Mr.  Mair's  enclosure  is  the  "  Professional  Handbook," 
issued  by  the  Emigrants'  Information  Office,  and  obtainable 
from  it,  price  Zd.,  postage  extra.  In  the  chapter  on 
"  Chemists  "  it  gives  particulars  of  registration  and  practice 
in  Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa.— 
Editob.] 

The  Scotch  Petition. 
Sir, — Permit  me  to  state  that  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
Gilmour's  letter  and  postcard  published  last  week  (C.  &  D., 
p.  514),  I  have  sent  this  explanatory  letter. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 
Edinburgh,  September  30.  William  B.  Cowie. 

Mr.  Gilmour. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  been  much  distressed  to  learn  from 
your  letter  and  postcard  published  last  week  that  there  has 
been  some  misunderstanding.  Our  desire  was  to  act  through 
yourself,  but  as  no  answer  came  to  a  letter  sent  to  you  by  a 
member  of  our  committee,  and  as  we  were  informed  that 
without  lotting  us  know  you  had  held  a  meeting  in  Glasgow, 
at  which  it  was  decided  not  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter, 
we  were  at  a  loss. 

The  limited  time  allowed  by  the  Privy  Council  having 
nearly  expired,  and  learning  that  several  Glasgow  chemists 
wished  to  sign  the  memorial,  we  decided  to  give  them  the 
desired  opportunity,  and  a  personal  visit  seemed  to  us  the 
quickest  and_  most  satisfactory  way. 

The  truth  is  that  at  this  season  of  the  year  so  many  are  yet 
on  holiday  that  we  deliberately  decided  not  to  attempt  calling 
any  meetings ;  but  rather  to  make  a  personal  call  on  each 
individual  as  far  as  time  permitted. 

We  most  unreservedly  assure  you  that  we  had  not  the  re- 
motest intention  of  showing  any  discourtesy  either  to  yourself 
or  to  the  Glasgow  Association.  We  regret  exceedingly  if  inad- 
vertently we  should  have  given  such  an  impression.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  in  the  real  merits  of  the  question  Scotland  is 
practically  unanimous,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  procedure  should  lend  colour  to  the  suggestion 
that  we  differ  on  essentials. 

We  do  not  suggest  that  you  imply  anything  unfair  in  your 
reference  to  ex  parte  statements,  though  you  will  admit  it'may 
readily  be  misunderstood.  We  can  assure  you  that  nothing 
was  said  to  induce  anyone  to  sign  but  what  we  believe  to  be 
absolutely  true,  and  which  we  are  quite  ready  to  prove 

We  are  unable  to  understand  your  action,  as  we  know  that 
you  agree  with  us  in  desiring  to  retain  the  status  of  the  E 


vorai  Glasgow 

chemists  on  whom  we  did  not  call  have  since  signed  in  conse- 
quence of  having  received  your  postcard.    Trusting  you  may 
accept  this  explanation,  J 
I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

W.  B.  Cowie. 

Jay  Mack  Indignant. 
Sir,— "  Xrayser  "  says  :  "We  are  asked  to  modify  our 
legislation  to  suit  the  condition  of  the  least  prosperous 
section  of  our  community.  ...  I  trust  Mr.  Jay  Mack 
will  not  command  many  disciples."  This  is  wrong,  and 
it  is  quite  easy  to  prove  it  so.  It  is  estimated  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  dispensing  of  England  and  Wales  is  done  by 
doctors  themselves,  from  which  we  may  roughly  take  it 
that  (except  in  special  towns  like  Cheltenham,  Harrogate 
and  Malvern)  nine  out  of  every  ten  chemists  get  little  or 
no  dispensing,  and  are  therefore  working  on  smaller  profits 
though  often  larger  turnover.  Again,  you,  in  an  editorial, 
Have  said  we  had  outrun  the  constable  in  trying  to  force 
a  standard  on  all  which  was  really  only  applicable  to  a 


few."  The  few  whom  I  have  in  my  mind  are  the  nine- 
tenths,  and  it  is  to  suit  them  that  many  men  have  advo- 
cated for  years  (1)  a  revised,  altered,  and  divided  Minor  j 
(2)  a  licensed  assistant  (as  in  Ireland)  to  allow  us  to  legally 
get  temporary  absence  for  meals  and  recreation ;  (3)  a 
No.  3  Poison  Schedule  to  deal  with  the  increased  number 
of  things,  like  Easton's  tablets,  which  contain  a  trace  of 
scheduled  poison.  The  sale  of  actual  poisons  (not  in  mix- 
tures) never  was  worth  any  man's  time  as  a  profit-bearing 
transaction  :  it  was,  and  is,  and  will  continue  to  be  a  con- 
venience to  the  public.  I  honestly  believe,  and  ask 
"Xrayser"  to  deny,  that  the  real  reason  these  reforms 
have  not  been  tackled  is  because  they  cannot  become  an  fait 
without  at  the  same  time  benefiting  the  drug-stores,  which 
our  senseless  Minor  examination  has  been  the  means  of 
creating  out  of  our  70  per  cent,  failures.  Rather  than 
benefit  them,  our  leaders  suffer  prosecutions,  as  at  Brad- 
ford, Leeds,  and  London,  for  Easton's  syrup  and  tablets. 
We  have  suifered  from  men  of  ideals  and  talents  for  fifty 
years.  What  we  do  want  is  some  common-sense  workaday 
chemists  who  are  making  a  living  (or  trying  to)  out  of  the 
present-day  drug  trade  to  be  on  the  Council,  and  to  repre- 
sent the  nine-tenths,  and  to  swamp  the  one-tenth  who 
have  ruled  us  into  drug-stores,  senseless  crowding  of  the 
craft,  bankruptcy,  and  high  falutin'  impossible  ideals. 

Your  correspondent  "  E.  Bee  "  is  another  man  who  is  so 
short  of  arguments  that  he  must  needs  impute  a  statement 
to  me  and  then  proceed  to  demolish  it.  I  think  after 
C.  &  D.  subscribers  read  the  account  of  Boot  v.  Robinson 
they  will  agree  with  me  that  your  correspondent's  nom  de 
plume  ought  to  be  "  Bee-in-the-bonnet,"  which  I  believe 
is  North  Country  for  nervous  hysteria  or  noises  in  the 
head.  Little  use  telling  us  that  companies  do  not  observe 
poison  regulations  when  the  more  important  ones  (along 
with  some  chemists)  even  give  away  free  poison-bottles  in 
cases  where  customers  cannot  or  will  not  pay  for  them, 
and  when  Boots  use  special  paper  (sample  enclosed)  for 
wrapping  up  their  packet  poisons.  If  we  are  to  argue,  let 
us  have  the  facts  plainly  stated. 

Yours  truly, 

Jay  Mack. 

Tropical  Products  Exhibition. 

Sir, — The  educational  possibilities  of  an  exhibition  such 
as  closed  in  Liverpool  last  Saturday  can  scarcely  be  over- 
estimated, and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  interest  to  chemists. 

The  drug-exhibits  were  very  interesting.  There  was  none 
of  the  trade  element,  no  touting  for  orders,  no  following  one 
up  as  a  likely  customer,  which  mars  so  many  purely  trade 
exhibits ;  in  fact,  I  felt  I  should  have  gained  more  informa- 
tion had  there  been  someone  in  attendance  at  the  various 
stands  to  impart  a  little  information. 

There  were  many  articles  on  view  the  names  of  which  I 
had  never  even  heard,  much  less  seen.  Especially  was 
this  so  in  the  section  devoted  to  oils  used  in  soap-making 
exhibited  by  Messrs.  Lever  Bros.,  and  I  shall  have  in 
future  a  greater  respect  for  the  soap-maker's  art  now  I 
have  seen  how  many  articles  he  must  have  a  working 
acquaintance  with,  both  technically  and  commercially. 

Of  course,  cotton  in  all  its  grades  and  stages  of  manufac- 
ture was  very  much  in  evidence,  and  there  were  also  one  or 
more  fibres  shown  as  possible  substitutes  for  cotton  in  the 
manufacture  of  absorbent  surgical  dressings.  In  this  day 
of  rapid  change  the  foreknowledge  of  these  things  is  of 
great  advantage.  Many  exhibits  were  not  strictly  pharma- 
ceutical, such  as  tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  tropical  fruits,  etc., 
but  all  helped  to  furnish  the  mind  with  useful  information. 
For  instance,  I  had  never  before  seen  the  lime-fruit,  of 
which  there  was  a  good  show,  several  being  cut  open  and 
attracting  attention  by  their  delicious  smell.  The  catalogue 
was  evidently  compiled  with  great  care,  and  was  much 
more  than  a  mere  list  of  the  exhibits  and  names  of  the 
exhibitors  :  it  contained  notes  on  the  various  exhibits  which 
have  educational  value  both  scientifically  and  commercially. 
Messrs.  Evans,  of  Liverpool,  had  a  fine  exhibit  of  drugs 
and  essential  oils,  and  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 
showed  strophanthus-seeds  and  other  drugs,  as  well  as 
medicine-cases.  Yours  truly, 

Soda  Carb.  (239/12.) 


Replies  to  queries  are  held  over  until  our  next  issue. 


